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“Being excoriated, being raked over the 

coals by one shitbag news outlet in p3, 

ticular, taught me that ! should alway; - 
careful when | hear about somebody 
including somebody | might be disposz; 
to dislike—being ripped to shreds in th. 
media. Because how do | know what i), 
person really said or really did?” —1\jj, 
ister Faust, local author and boat-rocke; 


TAX! SHORTAGE / 6 

“Everyone talks about Whyte Avenue 5 
a lot of people who drive choose not to 
go to Whyte—to put it bluntly—beeaus. 
of the clientele. Some are abusive, some 
get sick, and drivers don’t want to dea] 
with that.” —Clint Mellors, taxi-commis 
sion chair 


METROTV/ 32 

“Well, fucking smoke a fatty, make it, cut 
it together, give it to me and maybe you 
get 70 bucks and a pat on the back and 
you'll be a star for a night.” —Wes Borg 
funnyman and motivational speaker about 
town 
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“Whenever you do something like this- 
we wanted that whole, real 70s DC 
comic thing—you know you have to 
throw it all in. Throw in the Charles Atlas 
ad!” —Bob Prodor, illustrator and gic- 
poster legend 
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Edmonton’s finest asshole 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
cop car is stopped on the side of the freeway at Fox Drive. Abruptly, it 
Av on its lights and pulls into traffic. Though I am not speeding, | am 
extra careful to not proceed even one click over the limit. 

The cruiser drives in my blindspot for at least 2 km. I try to slow down to let 
the cop pass, but his erratic driving ensures that he stays in my blindspot. 

“Is that cop drunk?” I ask. “He’s driving like an asshole.” 

“That's because he’s on the phone,” says my sister, who turns around in her 
seat to get a good look at him. 

When | see drivers talking on the phone, I often make the telephone signal 
with my thumb and pinkie and give them the “hey idiot, get off the phone” 
hairy eyeball stare. And so it was with this cop. I make the little telephone sign 
and my sister laughs her head off. He turns on his lights and pulls me over. 

The cop is a classic bully. Artificially lowering his voice, leaning slightly into 
my vehicle, he uses all the tactics men use to intimidate women. 

He puffs himself up and barks at me, “So, do you have something to say to 
me?” Not wanting to go to jail for being a smart aleck, I replied in the negative, 
handed him my driver's license, and asked what I was going to get a ticket for. 

“Well, when you made that signal to me, you took a hand off the wheel, and 
that’s against the law.” 

Bullshit, I drive a standard. I often have to have a hand off the wheel. And 
anyway, talking on a cellphone means one hand is off the steering wheel for a 
lot longer than it takes to make the “hang loose” symbol. 

I ask for his name and badge number. He ignores me and leaves. Essential- 
ly, the only reason I was pulled over was to be reminded who is boss. 

I checked with EPS—they don't have a policy on cellphone use while driv- 
ing, although they did say that officers rarely use cellphones, as they have 
radio communications equipment. 

Officers do themselves no favours when they arbitrarily pull people over to 
bully them. If EPS is wondering why it has a public relations problem on its 
hands, it’s because some cops are undisciplined egomaniacs with an authority 
complex. It’s hard to have sympathy for jerks. v 
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THE LAST TREE ON EARTH 


Pas de stoning, s’il vous plait 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
small rural town in Québec 
A is being accused of promot- 
ing ignorance and racism 
after laying down a new set of 
guidelines for immigrants. 

Newcomers to Canada hoping to 
reside in Herouxville, PQ are to be 
informed that the community will 
absolutely not tolerate women being 
stoned to death, burnt or genitally 
mutilated, according to a declaration 
posted on the town’s website. 

“We wish to inform these new 
arrivals that the way of life which 
they abandoned when they left their 
countries of origin cannot be recre- 
ated here,” the rules read. 

“We consider it completely out- 
side norms to ... kill women by ston- 
ing them in public, burning them 
alive, burning them with acid, cir- 
cumcising them, etcetera.” 

The declaration also explains that 
in Canada women are allowed to 
vote, dance, drive automobiles and 
own property, and goes on to point 
out that Sikh children are not per- 
mitted to bring their ceremonial dag- 
gers to the town’s schools. 

“We invite people from all nation- 
alities, all languages, all sexual ori- 
entations, whatever, to come live 
with us,” town councillor Andre 
Drouin told the National Post, “but 
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we want them to know ahead of 
time how we live.” 

Drouin also claimed that the dec- 
laration is widely supported by the 
roughly 1 300 residents of the Her- 
ouxville and that the town’s website 
has received over 2 000 emails in 
support of the measures. 


OUTSIDE OF HEROUXVILLE, however, 
the move is drawing harsh criticism. 
“L was shocked and insulted to see 
these kinds of false stereotypes and 
ignorance about Islam and our reli- 
gion,” the president of the Muslim 
Council of Montreal, Salam 
Elmenyawi, told Reuters, while Que- 


‘ 


bec Premier Jean Charest has called 
the Herouxville declaration an “\s 
lated incident,” calling his province 
“a tolerant society.” 

That line is probably becoming 4 
tougher and tougher sell as of late 
though: in mid-January, a Lege’ 
Marketing survey published in Mon 
tréal’s Le Journal claimed that 5° 
per cent of Quebeckers admit to 
being at least somewhat racist, and 
Montréal police are currently inves 
tigating one of their members who 
recently released an anti-immigra 
tion song entitled “That's Enough 
Already,” which includes catchy 
lines like “We want to accept eth- 
nics, but not at any price” and “!! 
you're not happy with your fate 
there's a place called the airport 
C'est la vie, non? W 


Don't forget your schoolbag ... or your credit card 


SHAMMON PHILUPS / shannon@vueweekly.com 
“secondary tuition in Alberta 
about to go up for the first 

time in three years. 

University and college boards of gov- 
emors across the province raised fees 
by as much as they were allowed under 

law. As such, U of A students 
will pay $4 687 for basic arts and sci- 
ence courses néxt year, an increase of 
$150 or 3.3 per cent, while students at 
the University of Calgary, Lethbridge 

Community College and Grande Prairie 

i also saw 3.3 per cent 
increases, a rise that reflects Alberta's 
inflation rate. Most other universities, 
colleges and technical institutes are 
also expected to hike fees by 3.3 per 
cent in the coming months. 

This year's tuition hike came on the 
heels of two years’ worth of “centen- 
nial rebates’—a provincial program 
that replaced tuition increases with 
government funds. The high cost of 
post-secondary education morphed 
into a surprise election issue in the 
2004 provincial election, as student 
and faculty groups coordinated an 
Alberta-wide awareness and action 
campaign that even included TV ads; 
in the aftermath, Premier Ralph Klein 
said the province would “pick up the 
tab” for tuition increases—a promise 
the Tories kept for two years. 

The 2005 budget also raised 
university and college operating 
grants by 6 per cent and established 
an endowment fund for post-second- 
ary programs and scholarships. But 
Klein also pledged the “most innova- 
tive, entrepreneurial and affordable 
tuition policy in the country.” 


STUDENTS SAY THE PROVINCE has yet 


to make good on the promise. 

“We asked the province to roll back 
tuition fees to about $3 000—that's 
about the amount an average student 
can Save Over a summer,” said Sam 
Power, President of the U of A Stu- 
dents’ Union. 

Power says that past tuition hikes 
mean university remains unafford- 
able. She points to the government’s 
own surveys, which show that less 
than half of Albertans think post-sec- 
ondary education is affordable. 

She also explains that the Ministry 
of Advanced Education measures 
Albertans’ perception of affordability 
every year, as part of their annual 
report. Since 2002, the percentage 
tumbled from 75 per cent to 48 per 
cent of Albertans who view education 
as affordable. 

Those numbers are a signal to stu- 
dent advocates that affordability is 
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still the most pressing issue, even as 
universities and colleges clamour for 
more capital projects and other one- 
off investments by the province 

*The province seems to be starting 
to get the message,” said Power. 

But universities—run by adminis- 
trators who don’t have to face voters’ 
wrath—seem to have an insatiable 
appetite for tuition revenues. 

The University of Alberta has 
sought the maximum tuition increase 
every year for 15 years, claiming they 
need the extra cash to maintain edu- 
cation quality. After all, government 
grants to the U of A have dropped by 
39 per cent per full-time student over 
the last 25 years 


BUT BY MOST MEASURES, quality of 


undergraduate education has actually 
declined, and U of A administrators 
have admitted as much. 

In a November 2006 meeting with 
the General Faculties Council, the 
University’s highest decision-making 
body, Vice President Academic Carl 
Amrhein said that the university is 
appealing to the province for funds to 
hire 500 new professors. The hiring 
spree is in order to “restore certain 
aspects of the undergraduate experi- 
ence that have been lost.” Amrhein 
went on to note that classes are larg- 
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preacription strength. 


er, fewer courses are offered and pro- 
fessors have less time for students. 

The U of A’s own statistics show 
the decline. The U of A has a 24 to 1 
ratio of professors to full-time stu- 
dents. According to the Students’ 
Union, there are 14 fewer profs on 
campus than there were in 1992, but 
there are 9 334 more students. 

And while this year’s tuition 
increase matches Alberta's inflation 
rate, the new policy is a result of a 
2005 review of post-secondary edu- 
cation; at the tail end of the review, 
Alberta's four university administra- 
tions sent a secret memo to the gov- 
ernment, asking for permission to 
hike tuition by inflation plus 3.5 per- 
cent. If the universities had their way, 
next year’s tuition would have gone 
up by 6.8 per cent at the U of A, or 
about $300, double the current 
increase 

Students obtained the secret memo 


— 


NEWS 


and made it public. Last fall, the Con- 
servatives rejected the universities 
request for unending hikes of several 
hundred dollars per year 

University officials, however, claim 
that fees are affordable because grad 
uates have increased earning power 
administrators point to average 
salaries for university graduates, 


which they peg at $68 000 a year 

The benefits are, however, unequal 
According to Statistics Canada, male 
university graduates earn an average 
of $75 000 a year in Alberta, while 
female grads earn $47 000. Higher 
earings affords men the potential to 
pay off loans faster, which means 
they'll pay less interest and, ultimate- 
ly, less for their degrees 


POWER SAYS THAT THE narrow view of 


personal return on investment, at the 
expense of the broader social benefits 
of post-secondary education, results 
in a skewed perception of what a uni- 
versity education is for. The “me-first” 
approach also detracts from areas of 
study that may not pay the big bucks 
Power cites the U of A’s poverty law 
program as a recent loss—cut from 
the university's course offerings due 
to low enrolment 

As Albertans head into an expected 
2007 or 2008 election, Power says 
students must focus on affordability, 
and they must make the case that 
high tuition negatively affects learn- 
ing—a consequence Alberta can ill- 
afford with an acute skill shortage 
and the lowest post-secondary partic- 
ipation rates in Canada 

“We need to put the focus on the 
learner,” Power insisted, “and ask 
how much they can afford, how badly 
we want to mortgage their future and 
how many people we want to turn 
away because of the high price.” v 
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Mr Cab Driver, won't you stop to let me in? 
CITY FACES GROWING CAB SHORTAGE, BUT THE TAXI COMMISSION INSISTS IT’S “NOT A CRISIS’ 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 

4 ¥: es, definitely more taxis,” 
replied cab driver 
Muhammed Hassan, when 

asked for a solution to Edmonton’s 

apparent shortage. 

“I'm OK with more competition,” he 
added, waiting in front of a Northend 
grocery store for customers. 

“Demand is high, and more cus- 
tomers are complaining,” Hassan 
said. “It’s hard to get through to the 
{taxi company’s dispatch] line.” 

The city hasn't increased the num- 
ber of regular taxi plates it owns and 
sells to drivers since 1996, but since 
then its population has grown by 
about 100 000. But while having the 
municipality make more plates avail- 

able would seem the obvious solu- 
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tion, the picture is more complex, 
involving market economics, cab 
driver preferences and wheelchair 
accessibility. 

“It’s certainly not a crisis situation,” 
said Clint Mellors, chairman of the 
city’s eight-person taxi commission, 
which is starting to hear more calls to 
increase taxi numbers. 

His organization has just put out 
bids for 35 plates designated for 
wheelchair accessible taxis, which 
can be used as regular taxis as well, 
but will need a costly conversion. 

Taxi companies faced with the 
extra cost of providing wheelchair- 


= 


accessible cabs will be helped by a 
$30 000 loan for cab conversion, an 
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incentive provided from the city with 
the 35 accessible plates to be made 
available. 

Mellors says handicapped people 
will take priority in calls for these 
cabs, followed by the general public. 


EDMONTON NOW HAS 1 185 CABS on 


the streets, driven both exclusively 
and on a shared basis by about 2 000 
drivers. 

A taxi driver who didn’t want to be 
identified says that amount is appro- 
priate for the greater Edmonton area’s 
population of less than 1 million, in 
line with an industry rule of thumb of 
one taxi per 10 000 population. 

But Co-op Taxi spokesperson Chris 
Atkinson says his driver-owned com- 
pany would be pleased to see the 
freeze on regular taxi plates lifted. 

“We're doing well to the point 
where it’s getting crazy,” he said. 

The tightest spots occur during 
rush hour, as well as when bingos let 
out between 9 and 10 pm, at sports 
events and West Edmonton Mall, and 
on Friday and Saturday nights, when 
some cab companies can get 10 000 
calls within 24 hours. 

And if it seems like you can hardly 
ever get a cab home from a night of 
drinking on Whyte or Jasper, Atkinson 
confirms customers can wait up to an 
hour for a cab, instead of the standard 
10 to 15 minutes—and after a long 
wait, especially in cold weather, peo- 
ple unfortunately can get impatient, 
frustrated and unruly. 

“That happens all the time,” Atkin- 
son said, adding that, while this situ- 
ation might endanger driver safety, 
most customers don’t blame the driv- 
er for the delay, and assaults are rare. 

Even in light of the currently ongo- 
ing trial involving the case of an 
Edmonton cab driver who was mur- 
dered two years ago, Mellors said 
safety concerns are always there, 
regardless of how many cabs are on 
the street. 

“You're dealing with the human ele- 
ment,” points out the chairman, who's 
been on the commission for six years. 

Alarms and trunk releases are now 
mandatory for cabs, and the commis- 
sion encourages other safety devices 
like onboard cameras. 

The tight cab situation has report- 
edly led to a lot of unlicensed “driv- 
ers” cropping up, who customers can 


call to have them or a package taken 
to various places, with no question 
asked, for slightly more money than 
cab ride. . 

Mellors says these drivers are no) 
all that common, but can be fined i 
caught by the city’s two-person taxi 
inspector team, slated to grow by on 
inspector this year. 

While Atkinson hasn't heard o! 
these underground cabs, he can only 
imagine the insurance trouble they 
would get into if an acciden! 
occurred. 

Both say a larger problem is the 
number of cabs coming into Edmon- 
ton from satellite communities like 
Sherwood Park and St Albert, which 
aren't subjected to the same strict and 
costly regulations as big-city cabs 


WITH LIMITED PUBLIC TRANSIT service 


when the bars close, putting more 
cabs on the street may help curb 
drinking and driving, but Mellors says 
the problem needs a more complex 
solution. 

Ultimately, a balance is needed 
when it comes to increasing Edmon- 
ton’s taxi numbers, Atkinson says, so 
a glut of available vehicles doesn’t 
occur. 

There's a risk that drivers, who ar 
paid by the trip, would be stuck with 
no customers during the slower times 
like midday during the week. 

Cabbies aren't totally in lov. 
the idea of increasing taxi nur 
says Mellors, noting the market-base« 
price for plates, set by street demand 

Adding more plates will drop the 
bidding price, fluctuating from 
$35 000 to $50 000 per plate, meaning 
a loss for drivers who want to scl! 
their plates to newcomers. 

But the chairman says another 
major problem is some drivers avoid 
working the busiest times in certain 
areas. 

“Everyone talks about Whyte 
Avenue, but a lot of people who drive 
choose not to go to Whyte—to pul |! 
bluntly—because of the clientele,’ 
said Mellors. “Some are abusive 
some get sick, and drivers don’t wan' 
to deal with that.” z 

He says taxis were competing wit!) 
parked vehicles for curbside acces= 
on Whyte until parking was recently 
banned there, a move he adds shoul¢ 
help the situation. v 
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When they buried Hrant Dink in Istanbul 
Jan 23, more than 100 000 Turks 

some to his funeral, filling the streets 
“and chanting, “We are all Armenians.” 
There is a war going on for the soul of 
“Turkey, but at least a lot of Turks are on 


the right side. : é : 

Dink, who called himself “an Armenian 
from Turkey and a good Turkish citizen,” 
was murdered because he insisted on 
talking about the great crime that hap- 
pened in the country 92 years ago: the 
mass murder of most of Turkey's Armen- 
jan population in eastern Anatolia. The 
newspaper hé founded qnd edited, a 
bilingual Turkish-Armenian weekly called 
Agos, had only a small circulation, but his 
outspoken editorials had made him one of 
Turkey's most famous journalists—and a 


Ine? eaan: 
fl HSI an BIEL 


protest Armenian 


target for assassination. 

His killer, 17-year-old Ogun Samast, 
was a semi-educated young thug from 
Trabzon in the far north-east of Anatolia 
He was given the gun by a group of older 
ultra-nationalists, including Yusuf Hayal 
who was convicted of bombing a McDon- 
ald’s restaurant in Trabzon in 2004. But 
these marginal characters are just pawns 
in the larger war between those who 
want @ more democratic, more tolerant 
Turkey and those who are desperately 
defending the power and privileges of the 
old “republican” elite. 

Samast shot Dink from behind in the 
Street in front of his newspaper office. “| 
feel no remorse,” the killer allegedly told 
investigators. “He said that Turkish blood 
was dirty blood.” Of course, Dink never 
said any such thing. What he actually 
said, in a newspaper article addressed to 
his fellow Armenians, was that their 
obsession with the massacres of 1915 - 
17 was having “a poisonous effect on 
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your blood.” 

But it's easy to see how a useful idiot 
like Samast could have believed that 
Hrant Dink was an enemy of the Turks, 
because just over a year ago a Turkish 
court took that phrase out of context, 
found Dink quilty of "insulting Turkish- 
ness” and gave him a six-month suspend- 
ed sentence under Article 301 of the 
Criminal Code. A number of other Turkish 
citizens—including Nobel Prize-winning 
author Orhan Pamuk—have been prose 
cuted under the same law for daring to 
discuss what happened to the Armenians, 
and most of them have received death 
threats too 


IT REALLY IS A KIND OF WAR, and the 
villains of the piece are precisely the 
army officers, judges and senior civil ser 
vants who were once seen as the 
guardians of the “republican” tradition, 
the people who were going to modernize 
and democratize Turkey. Unfortunately, 
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“republican” doesn’t really mean the 
same as “democratic.” 

When Mustafa Kemal Ataturk put the 
Ottoman Empire out of its misery and 
declared a Turkish republic in 1923, his 
model was the democracies of Western 
Europe, but his own countrymen were 
still largely sunk in feudal obscurantism 
Literacy was about 20 per cent, and most 
rural people still saw themselves as Mus- 
lim subjects of the Caliphate (which he 
abolished in the following year), not as 
Turkish citizens 

* The forms of the Turkish republic were 
democratic from the start, but for a very 
long time the, reality was a mass of illiter- 
ate peasants under the harsh tutelage of 
a narrow educated elite who were deter- 
mined to Westernize the country. The 
“republican” elite rewrote history (includ- 
ing the denial of the Armenian mas 
sacres) in order to mould a new Turkish 
national consciousness, and saw religion 
as a retrograde force that must be 
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Journalist's murder on every street 


banned from politics 

The decades passed, and much of the 
elite’s dream came to pass. Turkey today 
has a per capita income higher than 
Romania or Bulgaria, the most recent 
countries to join the European Union. 
Democracy is a reality, and the current 
prime minister, Recep Tayyib Erdogan, 
leads a party whose members openly 
refer to themselves as “Muslim Democ- 
rats.” Under Erdogan, there has been a 


‘wave of legal and administrative reforms 


designed to qualify Turkey for EU mem- 
bership. But all this threatens both the 
rigidly secular ideology and the autocratic 
privileges of the old republican elite 


FROM THEIR POWERFUL Positions in the 
army, the judiciary and the bureaucracy, 
they work to undermine the reforms and 
to wreck Turkey's chances of joining the 
EU. In de facto alliance with ultra-nation- 
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Man ... other than the brief moments of 
democracy that've taken me back into the 
power-polished wood, multi-sport court- 
lines and tempera-painted paper banners 
of various gymnasias, it's been years since 
I've been in such a schooly place. 

I'm at Edmonton Public Schools’ educa- 
tion centre on Kingsway, Temple of Teach- 
ing, high-water mark of pre-Klein 


institutional investment. Nowadays, this 
would all be ATCO portables ... or a million 
$20 cheques ... or a Ski-Doo dealership ... 
Wah! I've only been in the place for 
one day, four hours of light class time 
teaching Grade 5 and 6 kids the basics of 
ghost-story writing (three pulp paperbacks 
hacked out on contract make me the 
expert, right?), and already I’m burnt out 
and identity-confused, jittered with caf- 
feine and post-performance adrenaline. 
Teachers, with shaking hands | salute 
you! I'd always known that teaching was 
“a hard job,” but | never really had a taste 


> HAVING FUN SHOULDN'T KILL YOU. 


This is my city. 
This ismyhome. 

We won't let violence destroy it, 
it means saving a tte, 

‘of losing someone forever. 

We will do what is nght. 

‘Not whet i Gexsy. 
Enough is enough. 

Let's stop the violence, 


9410-91 Street Edmonton AB TéC 3P4 
780.455.5488 edmonton@diamondway.org 
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Let's stop the violence. 


Edmonton Diamond Woy Buddhist 


of it until today. How do you do it? What 
does it take to get through period after 
period, day after day, year after year of 
looking out at those terrifying little faces 
in all their confounding variety: the slack- 
jawed little drones, the razor-sharp keen- 
ers, the daydreamers, the jokers, the 
superstars, the friendless, the insufferable 
shits you'd want to strangle if they 
weren't so goddamn “funny.” 

Coffee and cigarettes, from what | 
remember and what I've seen today— 
though there seems to be a lot less 
tobacco use now than when | was rock- 
ing the post-boom portables and Mrs 
Trout would come back from her prep 
period with breath like mentholized 
dogshit. Also, there’s still the rapturous 
golden vision of Retirement Day to keep 
a teacher going. 


AND, YEAH, | SEE HOW THE kids are moti- 
vators in themselves. Granted, my ses- 
sions today have been the Disney 
Experience of teaching but | can glimpse 
the reality. The shit these kids come up 
with, in just half an hour of longhand 
burst-writing! Our topic was “Writing 
Ghost Stories,” so | expected some of the 
mildly macabre schoolyard spookiness— 
it's heartening to know that, after all these 


No, it isn’t. 
= | WELL WELL WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
= | health@vueweekly.com 


A short time ago, according to health 
news, cellphones didn't cause cancer. 
Now they do. Hormone replacement thera- 
py was once considered safe. Now it's not. 

We didn’t used to need to supplement 
our food intake with vitamins, but now we 
do, and once upon a time fluoride added 
to our drinking water had no adverse 
health effects. Now it does. 

About the fluoride: on teeth, it protects; 
ingested, it wreaks havoc. An as-yet-little- 
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years, every single schoolkid knows the 
legend of Bloody Mary—but the Craven- 
on-acid outlines these kids were dropping. 

“The Chainsaw Manicure": A guy goes 
for a haircut, but he’s drunk and goes into 
a nail parlor by mistake and gets the full 
treatment. Driven mad by his accidental 
feminization, he swears chainsaw 
revenge on all estheticians and ladies 
with acrylic gels. 

“Untitled”: A necromancer creates a. 
half-zombie, half-vampire, half-werewolf 
creature to guard his money. When he 
goes to get some of his money (to pay 
back the fellow necromancer who taught 
him how to make the zomvamwolf) his 
own creature kills him and drains his 
spirit and uses that power to escape into 
outer space. 

“A Night in the School”: M’kaela, Jason, 
Mercedes, Kayeley, Heather, Jesika, Tyler, 
Michael D and Michael R decide to spend 
the night in the school. The rest is a mys- 
tery; the session ended before the author 
could get past introducing her characters. 

"The FART!!!!": A guy calls his wife 
over and ("Beware,” the author interjects, 
“the next is content not suitable for chi- 
dren!”) FAAAARRRRTs! on her. So she kills 
him with a butcher knife and he comes 
back as a farting ghost. FARRRRT! 
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publicized finding (recently reported by the 
National Research Council) is that even low 
levels of ingested fluoride are linked to thy- 
roid dysfunction and bone damage. 

And speaking of thyroid dysfunction, | 
seem to have touched a nerve with what | 
said about iodine supplementation a cou- 
ple of weeks ago. In case you missed it, | 
am aware that Health Canada recom- 
mends intake no higher than 150 micro- 
grams per day—which is not a lot. We're 
talking micrograms, not grams. 

What | did (heaven forbid) was question 
the validity of that recommended allowance. 
What | did was suggest that, thanks to fluo- 
ride in our water and a million other interfer- 
ences, we're not getting as much as we 
need and may need to supplement. 

Levels of iodine in food are declining 
(thanks to super-efficient Big Ag farming 
methods and depleted soil levels), and 
levels of iodine-disrupting substances in 
our food and water and environment are 
at an all-time high. And prevalence of thy- 
roid and related disorders in Canada and 
the US are up and rising. 

To continue ignoring road signs point- 
ing us in a different direction—to keep 
trusting that iodized salt will result in 
healthy thyroids and lower cancer rates 
when it hasn't been doing that—could be 
called magical thinking (or, on a cranky 
day, insanity). 

The truth is that average blood levels of 
iodine are down over the past 30 years, 
and thyroid and hormone-related cancers 
are up. Maybe there's no link, but maybe 
there is. 

We know that environmental and dietary 
compounds that mimic estrogen upset 
endocrine balance (endocrine referring to 

hormones secreted directly into the blood- 
stream by glands like the thyroid). When 
soy was introduced to baby formulas back 
in the ‘60s, incidence of goitre (abnormally 


And so on. Today was such a blu; ; 
dark basements, insane asylums, evil »;;, 
ons (/ots of evil prisons), cursed so,, 
breros, soul-sucking, ritual murder, tort; 
demonic possession, satan- EWorshippin, in 
crying little girls in white gowns, kniye 
swords, power tools, super powers 3, 
characters with all the terrible names p-. 
ents are saddling their kids with t)- 
can't keep it all straight. Pretty much tha 
kid there had seen every SAW movie 3,; 
one session got derailed for 10 minute; 
a heated discussion over who would 
ina fight between Freddy and Jason. 

[hate to say it, but that was a high p: 
for me, getting the chance to moder: 
modern re-visitation of a discussicr 
friends and | originated when we were ; 
Grade 5 ourselves. It made me think that i 
| were to change careers, maybe ('d 
back to school and ... 

«.. and, what am | thinking? No way 
Not for all the job security and summo, 
vacation in the world. |'m a co 
drenched, trembling wreck, spirit 
drained, craving a smoke, a nap an 
drink, in whatever order | happen to stum 
ble into them. I'll leave the work of civiliz- 
ing this horror-soaked generation of 
hellraisers to the halitotic hard-ca 
who can handle it. w 


enlarged thyroid glands) in babies skyrock- 
eted; when iodine was supplemented, inci 
dence was reduced again. 

And now we know that fluoride in our 
water is linked to thyroid trouble 


HERE'S THE THING: although blood tests 
may indicate normal thyroid function 
symptoms such as weight gain, insomnia 
heart palpitations, fuzzy thinking, forget 
fulness, irritability, dry skin and hair 
headaches, feeling cold, fatigue, depres- 
sion and hot flashes often disappear with 
the addition of kelp (a concentrated sea- 
weed source of iodine) to the diet 

One last little tidbit: iodine helps us ge 
tid of toxic metal build-up—things like 
lead, mercury, cadmium, fluoride and bro 
mide. Not that heavy metal toxicity has 
any connection to thyroid trouble or cance’ 

I'm not telling anyone what to do (mo 
definitely not}—I'm just presenting an 
argument for iodine deficiency. !'m suo- 
gesting that a naturopathic doctor m int 
be the best route to take when dealing 
with symptoms of thyroid and horn 
imbalance, whether the condition 's p! 
nounced enough to show on blood tes 
not. I'm suggesting that things chang: 
and that Health Canada recommendat! tion: 
are not infallible and perfect for all t! 

Just this week we heard again abou 
the ordinary B vitamin niacin being 2 
effective HDL (good cholesterol) b 
Our current high LDL cholesterol epide" 
should really be no surprise, given ' 
we've undervalued whole foods and ue 
importance of B vitamins and refined | 
crap out of everything (and ‘ 

“enriched” it again, so we'd feel like we” 
eating well, which we're still not pee au . 
white flour, even enriched, doesn't 
remotely resemble the whole grain) 

But it's a sunny day; no need ©” 

cranky. w 
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Kind by Premier Stel- 
@ seem to be having a hard 


Stelmach got elected 
e holiday season. | also 
‘ability to move quickly was 
further ha by the fact that he did 
k he would win, and was 
: al to take over the job. 
ice current pace, however, | fear the 
som will be long over by the time we get 
‘ound to addressing it in any serious way. 
What has been especially frustrating 
has been the number of times | have 
heard even the most progressive, intelli- 
ger nt, critical and informed individuals say 
things like “we've got to give him the ben- 
efit of the doubt, he’s new,” or “give him a 
chance to learn the job, he'll get there.” 
For example, the standard response to 
people questioning Stelmach’s cabinet 
hoices seems to be that this is only an 
interim cabinet until the government real- 
ly gets rolling. Just be patient and give 
these folks a chance to move things for- 
ward, the refrain goes, then we will see a 
teal cabinet. 


neym 


The obvious question, of course, is 
why couldn't you make even an “interim” 
cabinet representative of the province a 
whole? Does the word “interim” some- 
how give the right to exclude minorities, 
and undes-represent women and people 
from Alberta's largest cities? 

What if we do agree to give Stelmach 
a chance, and then he decides that it 
would be okay in his first budget to dis- 
criminate against the same groups by 
denying them funding? Would it still be 
okay because it would be his first and he 
will figure it out in time? 


THE OTHER OBVIOUS EXAMPLE is the 
way so much of the media, and so many 
Albertans, were willing to look the other 
way when it was revealed that Stelmach 
was offering up privileged access ses- 
sions for $5 000 a pop. The reason for 
looking the other way? Well, he’s a rook- 
ie and doesn't really grasp the intricacies 
of the job. 

The reality is that Ed Stelmach has 
been in the legislature since 1993 and 
has held four different cabinet posts. To 
suggest that his transgressions can 
somehow be chalked up to a lack of expe- 
rience and knowledge of government is 
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Don't miss this opportunity to get details about 
NAIT’s wide range of full-time programs, Our free info 
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Daily schedule: 


simply delusional. 

These two mistakes, however, are only 
a small part of the problem. Albertans 
have been very clear for some time now 
that what they want is a strong leader 
with vision who is willing to act rather 
than let the government run on auto-pilot. 
Since being sworn in, however, Premier 
Stelmach seems to have been absent on 
all three fronts. 

And while | admit that it may be pre- 
mature to expect clearly articulated poli- 
cies to be in place before the legislature 
re-convenes, we have not really seen 
clear vision or strong leadership from the 
Premier yet either. 

When Health Minister Dave Hancock 
stood up recently to announce that he 
favours a provinee-wide smoking ban, we 
heard quickly from other members of the 
caucus who made it clear that Hancock 
does not speak for them, but we have yet 
to hear from the Premier as to what his 
position on the issue actually is. 

Likewise, when Energy Minister Mel 
Knight recently directly contradicted Ed 
Stelmach in saying that he was fine with 
large quantities of oilsands bitumen leav- 
ing the province with no value added. 
Despite his previous commitment to max- 
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6:00 p.m.: Welcome to NAIT presentation, NAIT Shaw Theatre 
7:00 — 8:00 p.m.; Parents as Career Coaches seminar, NAIT HP Centre, WB210 


they represent or of Vue Weekly. 


oon Is over for Steady Eddie 


imizing value-added in Alberta, the Pre- 
mier has yet to articulate a clear 
response to Minister Knight's statements. 

Things are moving quickly in Alberta 
today. It seems every day brings 
announcements of new pipelines, new 
tarsands projects, higher inflation and 
less housing. In the meantime, the gov- 
emment seems to have stalled complete- 
ly—nothing is moving forward on the 
royalty review, the value-added strategy 
or homelessness initiatives 

These and other important issues 
fequire action today before it is too late 
to do anything about them. Alberta and 
Premier Stelmach do not currently have 
the luxury of time 

For that reason, Albertans need to stop 
making excuses for the Premier and stop 
waiting patiently for some unspecified 
future time when Stelmach will be 
“ready” to deal with these things. Alber- 
tans not only have a right to demand 
action today, they have that responsibili- 
ty. Otherwise, it will be too late. w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 
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* Civil Engineering Technology 

* Construction Engineering Technology 
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1) Smack That feat. Eminem 
Akon 


2) Super Marlo Bros. 
Super Mario Bros, 


3)! Wanna Love You 
Akon 


4) Lips of an Angel 
Hinder 


5) Irreplaceable 
Beyonce 


6) You Don't Know 
Eminem 


7) My Love 
Justin Timberlake 


8) Enter Sandman 
Metallica 


9) Fergalicious 
Fergie 


10) Money Maker feat, Pharrell 
Ludacris 
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Medical Transcription 
Occupational Health & Safety 
Personal Fitness Trainer 
Respiratory Therapy 


Academic Upgrading programs 


Alberta Apprenticeship 


WUEBWEEKLY 


| 
CLASSES 


Stort Jon. 8th 


please check the web site fr mare info 
www.edmontonyogastudio.com 


Hatha lyengar Ashtanga 
12039 — 127 Street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 


tel 451.8131 


Greenwoods’ 


BOOKSHOPPE 


OUR ANNUAL SALE ON NOW! 
Today through Sunday 


15% OFF 


EVERY BOOK 
IN STOCK 


PLUS SPECIAL PURCHASE OF 
- PUBLISHER "HURTS" 


STARTING AT $4.99! 


(Sorry - no Passport stamps during the sale) 
y 
‘~—# 


fe 


, 
Le Lae 


yt : 
WE “ Zui 
WEDNESDAY 
FEB 7TH 7:30PM 


GUY GAVRIEL KAY 


acclaimed author of the 


Fionavar Tapestry ana 
Sarantine Mosaic! 


Reading and signing from his newly published novel 


YSABEL 


(Penguin Canada $34.00) 


7925 - 104 Street 
Ph: 439-2005 


greenwoods.com 


books@greenwoods.com 


LAKELAND COLLEGE 


Strathcona County Learning Centre 


Oy 780 416 8844 


172, 2257 Premier Way * Broadmoor 
“c ome, 


Place IV, Sherwood Park 
_lakelandc.ab.ca 


Vermilion * Lloydminster « Strathcona County 
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© Aboriginal heritage guide 

* Customized business and industry training 
© Hunting and fishing guide 

* MBA in communily economic development 
* Massage therapy 

© Master gardener 
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alist right-wing parties that also oppose 
EU membership, they incite hatred of 
minorities, bring false prosecutions 
against the advocates of a more open and 
democratic Turkish society and pursue the 
long-term goal of destabilizing the demo- 
cratic order. 

It was they who smuggled the notori- 


Vg KNow THAT THIS MACHINE 1S 
MORE THAN A DEVICE FOR COVERING. 
YOUR LOVED ONES IN TOWET paper! 
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ous Article 301 into the Criminal Code 
when it was being reformed to align Turk- 
ish law with EU standards, they who 
brought false prosecutions for “insulting 
Turkishness” against Hrant Dink, Orhan 
Pamuk and other well-known writers, 
journalists and scholars, they who spread 
the lies about what Dink had actually 
said. It is they, not some ignorant, angry 
teenager, who are really responsible for 
his death. 

But the war is not over yet, and the 


« Pharmacy technician - retail 
© Power engineering 

* Residential decorating 

* Sign language and deaf culture studies 
* Special events coordinator 
* Teacher assistant 
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good guys have not lost. Foreign ! 
ter Abdullah Gul vowed last Novem 
to change or abolish Article 3 
last week 100 000 Turks thro 
streets of Istanbul to mourn t! 
try's best-known Armenian anc 

his murderers. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-base 
pendent journalist whose artic! 
published in 45 countries. His co! 
appear regularly in Vue Weekly. 
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Win one. Lose one. Last week saw anoth- 
er way up and way down Oiler perform- 
ance with an embarrassing 5-1 home loss 
to San Jose and a revitalizing 4-3 win 
over the LA Kings. This week's In The Box, 
in an off-handed salute to the All-Star 
Skills contest, will feature a series of 
rapid-fire shots, passing observations and 
speedy notes. 


On Jan 27, 1984 Wayne Gretzky ended a 
5j-game point-scoring streak that began 
at the beginning of the season—an NHL 
record. On Jan 27, 2007 Ryan Smyth was 
rolling with a two-game point-scoring 
streak. * Shawn Horcoff has 13 points (5 
goals, 8 assists) in 12 January games. 
Box score: Horcoff. Horcoff: box score. 
Remember each other? « It's just not the 
same seeing pics of the last Oiler play- 
ers’ hospital visit without Big Georges 
bear-hugging kids. Laraque did more than 
just the public photo-ops, though. « 
Dwayne Roloson already played 44 
games as of last Monday. He has never 
played more than 50 games in an NHL 
season (2003-04 with Minnesota). * Ken 
Dryden's number 29 finally went to the 
rafters in Montreal. Not entirely sure 
why he had to wait almost 30 years, but 
the six-time Stanley Cup winner is surely 
deserving. © Of Ryan Smyth's first 25 
goals this season, 19 of them (76 per 
cent) came in nine games of Smyth's 40 
(22 per cent) with seven two-goal games 
and one hat trick. ® Four of five league 
leaders with powerplay goals are Euros. 
Four of five league leaders with even 
strength goals are Canadians. ¢ Remem- 
ber Brad Winchester? Does MacT? 
After losing on Friday, Ales Hemsky told 
the media that “we suck...and you can 
Start with me” and followed that with a 
four-point night against LA. That's called 
character and accountability. Good quali- 
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‘Quick points and 
some random bullshit 
IN THE BOX 


AVE YOUNG AND TB PLAYER 


ties, both. © When did Atlanta get so 
good? And who in Atlanta cares? © Since 
his playoff “coming-out party” | miss 
Stodgy, square Paul Lorieau cranking out 
the anthem. * Who says that Swedes 
are the best passers? Four of the top five 
assist leaders are Canadian. * Some 
happy Alberta couple named their child 
DiezelBlaze last year. | hope you are nice 
people and your child forgives you. * The 
Oiler record for most goals in a season 
for a rookie d-man is nine. That record, 
held by Paul Coffey and Marc-Andre 
Bergeron, looks safe this year. * While a 
lot of people are less than enthused by 
Lupul's lack of production, his 13 goals 
are good for third on the team. It's his 
minus-14 rating that has me concerned. 
* When did the Predators get so good? 
And who in Nashville cares? * New daily 
routine: checking the Oilers website, the 
Sportsnet site and others to see when or 
if Smytty will sign the contract offered to 
him—several times an hour. * Parents of 
young DiezelBlaze: we named our daugh- 
ter Pepper so we'll find out what she 
thinks of that one. Dwayne Roloson’s 
been a little kooky lately, throwing sticks 
and shit. Erratic behaviour and temper 
tantrums afe symptoms of Oiler-fan-itis. 
Welcome to our world, Roli. * The Oilers 
have thrée short-handed goals this year. 
Pittsburgh's Jordan Staal has five. Get 
well soon, Ethan Moreau. We need you 
© Zack Stortini is fun to watch, isn’t he? 
Just by hitting, fighting and playing with 
passion. JF Jacques should try that—if 
he gets another chance. * Petr Nedved. 
Disappointment? Or exactly what | 
expected? ¢ Jan 29, 1999. Andrei “The 
Tank” Kovalenko is traded to Philly for 
Alexandre Daigle, who was quickly 
flipped for Alexander Selivanov. | miss 
Kovalenko. So do VLT operators from 
what | heard. © Last year by Jan 29 the 
Oilers had 28 wins at game #52. This 
year: 24 wins at game #50. It’s not 
doomsday—yet. * Did Zack Stortini and 
Mathieu Roy find Mike Peca’s beard in 
the dressing room? w 
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CALLING ALL EXPERIENCED MARKET RESEARCH 
INTERVIEWERS - WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 


FULL TIME DAY SHIFT INTERVIEWERS (15 POSITIONS) 


* Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 
located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer system. 


* Absolutely no sales involved. 


* Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 
* Dayshift required - 7am to 3pm or 8am to 4pm shift choices. 


* Company benefits plan. 
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Literary And Film/Video Arts Consultant 


Alberta Tourism, Parks, Recreation and Culture, Edmonton — Join our cast of Arts Consultants and help 
contribute to the success of Alberta's best and brightest in the Literary and Film/Video industries! We are 
currently seeking a highly motivated, well-orgénized individual to provide consultative and informational services 
in literary arts, publishing, and film and video to:a broad range of public and private sector clients. Using your 
initiative and independent decision making)skills you will administer the Alberta'Foundation for the Arts Literary, 
Film and Video, and Publishing grant programs. You will work with Branch administrative staff in a team 
environment, tracking program budgets and helping both existing and potential grant clients with applications 
and program selection, Competition Number 98422. Salary: $56,892 - $74,496. Closing Date: February 5, 2007. 


We offer a challenging, diverse and rewarding team environment, 
dedicated to making Alberta the best place to live, work and visit. 


Leam more about this and other career opportunities in the Alberta government 
Visit our website or call the employment line at 1-800-696-6427 


www.gov.ab.ca/jobs 
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Getting you rich slowly! 


We'll help you acheive your retirement dreams. 


*minimum $25,000 investment or $100/month contribution 


* Salary based on experience. 


Please email your resume to: HR@TrendResearch.ca 


GLOBAL WEALTH Bumpers LTp. 


Devastmenr Maxacens & Consutrants 
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Natural Berl 


Nature's best ingredients 
willi no hormones or antibiotics 


Book your 5642 1H Street 
| reservations easly al WWWjac cksorill Ca Reservations: 434-1113 | 
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Valentine’s Dinner 
5 courses 
5 wines 

no cutlery 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
ransformed from a geriatric 
| watering hole into a sleek and 
sophisticated lounge, Michael’s 
Pub has become On the Rocks. And 
its fresh look is attracting more than 
just loyal regulars. 

We walked into On the Rocks—one 
of Jasper Avenue’s quieter spots—on a 
chilly winter night and were wel- 
comed by a spacious, chic and invit- 
ing atmosphere. We watched the final 
period of the Oilers game on one of 
the many gigantic plasma televisions 
while we waited for the Latin-infused 
salsa dancing to begin. 

Sitting ourselves in a corner, we 
had a great view of the game and 
enjoyed pre-salsa beverages. I ordered 
a pint of Alexander Keith's ($5.25) to 
emphasize the Canadian atmosphere 
of the hockey game, while my friend 
had a Corona ($5.75) to prepare her- 
self for the Latin flavour post-game 

While we waited to shake what our 
mamas gave us, we enjoyed our own 
smorgasbord. Offering everything 
from pub classic wings to more exotic 
Thai-inspired dishes, their well- 
rounded menu offered safe choices 
for conventional palates and more 
worldly dishes for those who enjoy 
surprise and variety. 

As we steadily sipped on our 
drinks, we ordered the stuffed mush- 
room caps ($7.95). Stuffed with baby 
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437 5588 
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ON THE ROCKS 
117RD JASPER AVENUE 
(824767 


shrimp and crab meat and topped 
with melted mozzarella, the mush- 
room caps were satisfying but lacked 
any bold flavour, even after we 
doused them with pepper. The mush- 
room caps weren't a complete disas- 
ter, but weren't a memorable dish that 
would warrant a second try. 

Shortly after we finished our appe- 
tizer, we ordered our main Courses. 
Wanting to play more on the safe side, 
I ordered a chicken club wrap ($7.95) 
with a side of potato soup ($3.50). The 
club wrap was fantastic, freshened up 
with honey mustard sauce and served 
with a nice range of vegetables. 

However, my soup was runny and 
tasteless, the sour cream and cheddar 
cheese toppings overpowering what 1 
thought was supposed to be a thick, 
cream-based soup. I was happy with 
the wrap but disappointed with my 
choice of side. 

Taking to the more mysterious side 
of the menu, my friend was lured in by 
the Thai salad ($8.95) and topped it up 
with some spicy blackened chicken 
($3). A note to staff; cooked spaghetti 
noodles are not Thai noodles. The 
pieces of blackened chicken were so 
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It was a rocky meal but 
the salsa was perfection 


small that they were easy to confuse for 
over-sautéed mushrooms. Essentially 
spaghetti with a few leaves of lettuce 
and maybe half an overcooked, over- 
chopped chicken breast, her meal was 
disappointing, especially for the price 


WE FELT THE NEED to have another 


round of drinks for dessert, and our 
final bill came to just over $50 before 
tax and tip. It seemed like On 
Rocks was good at the pub classic 
but had trouble living up to the mor: 
diverse dishes. It would almost be 
better if they tightened up their men 
and focused on dishes they excelled 
at, rather than trying to expand tne 
menu into unfamiliar territory. 

Full but not completely satisfied, w« 
were ready to start busting some sen 
sual moves on the dance floor to work 
off our meals. As the dance instructor 
with a Spanish accent went from table 
to table recruiting dancers, we gol in a 
line, men facing women, as we gol 
ready to move to the music. Ranging !n 
age from early 20s to early 50s, the 
salsa dancing crowd was diverse. The 
dancing itself was great fun and exer 
cise for both young and young at heart 

Relentlessly encouraging more to 
join, the instructor asked a couple o! 
middle-aged men, “Are you guys 
dancing?” 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 14 
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Enjoy Fiddle River on the roof of the world 


ELLA JAMESON / ella @vueweekly.com 
eciding where to dine in 
Di can be a challenge. My 
friend and I strolled along 
~ Connaught Drive one mid-week after- 
noon, reading menus posted in frosty 
windows on Jasper’s main drag, in 
search of a restaurant for dinner. We 
were looking for that perfect combi- 
nation of gastronomic variety, moder- 
ate prices, a cosy atmosphere and 
good views. 

We found it all at Fiddle River 
Seafood Company. A second- 
floor, pine-swathed eatery midway 
along the boulevard, Fiddle River 

_ overlooks the Jasper train station, a 
view that is in turn enhanced by a 
_ backdrop of the required majestic 
mountains. 

As it turns out, there really is an 
actual Fiddle River near the Jasper 
town site. Fiddle River Trail begins at 
Miette Hot Springs and is known for 
the day hike that leads to the very 
scenic Fiddle River Canyon. For those 


DAI FROM SPM 
FIDDLE RIVER 


SEAFOOD COMPANY 
B20 CONAUGHT DANE, JASPER 
TAL852.3092 


who have more time on their hands, 
the valley eventually leads to the 
town of Cadomin, Alberta, four days 
and 37 kilometres away. 

With a reservation for 7 pm, we 
were escorted to a fabulous table for 
two along the tall bank of south-fac- 
ing windows. The room was about 
three-quarters full: mostly young fam- 


“ilies and starry-eyed couples, weary 


from a long day on the ski slopes. 

Our server, Loni, brought along an 
easel with the specials carefully 
scrawled in a rainbow of coloured 
chalks. We could enjoy the three- 
course meal du jour for $26.50—roast 
butternut squash and carrot soup fol- 
lowed by a choice of entrée and fin- 
ished with chocolate truffle for 
dessert. Entrée options included 


shrimp, crab, lobster and a number of 
terra firma selections. 

Appealing as this was, neither of us 
was up for such a big dinner. | opted to 
try the schnitzel Vienna ($22.50) and 
my friend ordered the panko-crusted 
fish and chips ($17.50). We decided to 
share an order of pan-fried crab cakes 
($10.50) and a half-litre of Chiléan 
Tocornal Cabernet-Merlot ($14.50) 
from the extensive list of wines. 

The restaurant was dimly lit with 
dark carpet, heavy wooden tables and 
a-selection of local art for sale on the 
walls. It had a relaxed air, the service 
prompt but not imposing as the clien- 
tele quietly enjoyed their dinner in the 
comfortable surroundings. 


OUR WINE CAME FIRST, AND we each 
took a savouring sip. I enjoy a robust 
red Merlot with dinner, but my friend 
prefers a lighter wine. The Tocornal 
was happy to meet us in the middle 
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IGROUNDHOG DAY: 


ree anni = CAPEAG WHOREAR cOCRTMLS $425 
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10616-82 Ave. 414-6766 
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DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
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426-4RMS (4767) 
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“Naw. We're drinking,” the men 
replied jovially. The instructor's look 
suggested that they had given her 
that answer several times before. Fair 
enough: salsa dancing isn’t for every- 
one. 

The instructor then turned on the 
vibrant music and we began with a 
slow and sensual warm-up. Men and 
women stayed in their lines and the 
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Professional Wine 
‘Education for all Levels 


Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) 


WSET Is widely reffered to as the “Gold Stendard” in globel wine education 


Level 1 starts in Edmonton 


February 17 | 18 


Location: Fine Wines by Liquor Select 
8924 149th Street. Edmonton 


cherry cheese! 
tarts 


now availablet_ 


ance. The instructor took the time 
a show first-timers (like myself) the 
required moves, but afforded every 
skill level insights on how to perfect 
their techniques. 

After we were all nice and warm, it 
was time to find a partner. Like we 
were at a high school dance, the pair- 
ing up was a bit awkward and gave us 
the impression that the sandbox rules 
from childhood never really go away. 

We began with a sister dance to the 
salsa: the merengue. 1-2-3-4, 1-2-3-4: 


complete the 


program in 


‘one weekend! 


1.800.667.7288 


9114 91 AVE 
10646 170 ST 
12028 149 ST 


tively quick pace. | occasionall 

myself tripping over my feet, a aie : 
the amusement of my far more 
advanced dance partner. The instruc- 
tor came around and kindly but per- 
sistently made sure that no one was 
completely in the dark. 

Then, as quickly as we learned the 
merengue, we moved into a salsa step 
involving a turn. The music came on 
faster and more furious than before, 
only to leave me more confused than 
ever. I felt shown up by the other, 


123° STREET 


liquor store 


From the avid 
collector to the 
novice consumer, 
our incomparable 
selection and low 
prices will satisfy 


Sourcing the very best 
wines and spirits from 
the old world to the 
new, we make your 
selection... 


- as easy as jes 


10505-1283 Street 
420-1650 
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regular) pairs who were flipping and 


dipping more than strawberries at a 
fondue party. As I got over my frustra- 
tion, the moves came more naturally 
and we began experimenting. 

We danced and we sweated: finally, 
it was time for a well-deserved break. 

The amateurs took a breather, the 
instructor collected her $5 fee, and 
the advanced salsa dancers took the 
time to show off their skills. Not long 
after, the music started up again and 
it was time for a new move. 
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with a medium-bodied, fruity Cab- 
Merlot blend. 

Our crab cakes were served with a 
roasted bell pepper chipotlé mayo and 
small piles of capers on the side. The 
combination of flavours was amazing; 
I loaded and reloaded every bite with 
an assortment of each. The capers 
added a nice Mediterranean touch to 
the dish, a flavour highly underuti- 
lized in North American cuisine. 

After‘polishing off the crab cakes, 
we sat back for a few more sips of 
wine before our entrées arrived. From 
the window, we watched as a freight 
train pulled into the station, slowly 
coming to a stop adjacent to the 
retired 6015 locomotive on display in 
the rail yard. The 6015 is a Mountain 
Class Steam Engine, one of the few 
remaining examples of this early 
powerhouse. 

My schnitzel arrived with a side of 
lingonberry sauce and separate plate 
of warm potato salad, marinated 
tomatoes and a tangy cucumber 
salad. When | travelled to Austria a 
few years back, I ate schnitzel virtual- 
ly every day. It was the cheeseburger 
of the Austro-Bavarian pub scene. 
This version reminded me of that trip, 
except for the off-putting pools of oil 
collecting in the contours of the 
breaded pork. Those | could have 
done without. 


) ROAST PORK LOIN 
WITH A POMEGRANATE 
BUTTER SAUCE 


SPINACH CAKES 


WITH SHIITAKE MUSHROOMS 
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enthusiasm < attracts a great crow, 
week after week for the best way ;. 

warm up a cold winter night i; 
Edmonton. She made it easy to |ea;, 
and enjoy salsa. 

Even though On the Rocks’ me; 
struggles to reach the exotic flayoy,, 
of the world, its Salsa Thursdays .. 
right on point. | 

The atmosphere and enthusias, 
makes it a great place for something 
new once a week—even if it’s fist 
watching from afar. v : 


The lingonberries (cowberries 
lowbush cranberries, as I know then 
were a nice departure from the com 
monly-served cranberries. They add; 
a somewhat exotic touch to the dis! 

My friend had chosen picker- 
served in a blanket of panko 
Japanese style of coarse breading {; 
quently used to coat fried seafood 
side of homemade fries, marina 
tomatoes and cucumbers, an: 
remoulade completed her dinne; 
The fish was light and crispy, bu 
fries were too salty and banished 
the edge of the plate 


Neither of us could finish our meal, 


so we had Loni pack up the leftove 


in a small container to take back to 
the hotel. Both would make good 


midnight snacks, even cold 


The dessert menu was impressive 


and if I'd had space for it | would ha 


ordered the Pumpkin Cognac Crem: 


Briilée ($8.50). There were seve 
varieties of port, grappa and after-din 


ner warmers available as well, but ') 


that time we were both ready to c 

a night. The fresh mountain air ha 
taken its toll on us, and with! 
stomachs it was time to pay ou! 
tab and head back to our hote) 

As we wandered back, we fou 
ourselves peeking through icy 
dows into some of Jasper'’s ol! 
trendy eating spots. It was nice 
imagine where we might dine durin 
our next visit to this picturesqu 
mountain village: so many choices 
close to Edmonton, so divine v 
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JAMES LYLE 
S | sicelegs@vueweekly.com 


On my way home one night, | stopped at 
a chain restaurant to order some take out. 
| pulled up to the bar for a glass of wine 
while | waited. After reviewing the list, | 
decided on a glass of Zinfandel. Off went 
the bartender. 

When she returned, | noticed a pink 
hue to the wine. She was pouring me a 
White Zinfandel! She forced me to utter a 
phrase | swore | never would say: “No, | 
meant the red Zinfandel.” 

There is no such thing as a White Zin- 
fandel. Zinfandel is a red grape. It is very 
fruit-forward, with powerful substance, 
and will hold up against any rich meal. It 
doesn't evolve well and lacks the subtlety 
of a Merlot or Cabernet, but it is still a 
nice glass of wine. 

lf memory serves, “White” Zinfandel 
is not a nice glass of wine. To be fair, it 
fas been a while since | had a glass. 
Perhaps | should stop being such a snob 
and give ita try. 

When | stopped to pick up some White 
Zin. | noticed that only American and 
Canadian winemakers produced it, 
despite the fact that the Zinfandel grape 
is native to Italy. Perhaps the Italians 
have better judgment. | chose two from 
the US and one from Canada, brought 
them home and gave them a few days on 
their sides in my fridge. 

! began with a Sawmill Creek Barrel 
Select from BC ($10). | found it disturb- 
ig that no vintage was mentioned, nor 


0 YA GONNA CALL? Dan Aykroyd, 
st alive of the original Blues Brothers, 
| be at Bin 104 on Thu, Feb 1, to auto- 
@ph bottles of Patron tequila and Pyrat 
 Dought in store. Prices start around 
U. With the accidental summoner of 
® Stay-Puft Marshmallow Man on the 

®, those bottles won't last long! Call 

6.8850 to find out what time he shows 
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was the source for the grapes: the wine- 
makers refused to specify when and 
where the wine was made. This light 
red-coloured wine looked almost like 
Kool-Aid and had no nose to speak of. 
The taste was not as sweet as | expect- 
ed. It was simplistic and uninteresting, 
well balanced through the palate, but 
had little fruit. : 

The next wine was from Barefoot Cel- 
lars in California ($9). This wine was an 
award winner, but it left me wondering 
what friggin’ contest it could have won. 
This light peach-coloured wine claims to 
have pineapple notes in the nose but | 
could not make anything out. There were 
pears in the taste but both sugar and 
fruit were excessive. If any wine 
demanded being served with a little 
paper umbrella, this was it! Again, the 
label held no vintage or source for 
grapes. Was this a trend? 

Last was a 2005 Fetzer Valley Oaks 
($15). This raspberry-red-coloured wine 
emitted the most impressive nose of the 
wines | sampled. The odours were tough 
to define but at least this wine seemed to 
have a personality. My appreciation 
ended when my taste began, however. It 
was tart and tingly from the very begin- 
ning, with an obviously high sugar con- 
tent. It lacked any flavours or substance. 

White Zinfandel remains, in my opin- 
ion, a bastard of wine. Of them all, the 
Sawmill Creek was the best but | will 
never, ever try it again. For those who feel 
| am being excessive, have you ever tried 
a bottle of real Zinfandel? Trust me, your 
eyes, nose and taste buds will open up to 
a wonderful world that is far from pink. w 


up—oh, and could you get him to auto- 
graph my Coneheads lunch box? "We 
come from France!” 


UNDERCOVERED ANGELS Sorrentino’s 
South is hosting their First Annual Lingerie 
Lunch on Tue, Feb 13. In partnership with 
La Vie en Rose and benefiting the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation, the three-course lunch 
starts at 12 pm with a fashion show to fol- 
low at 12:45 pm. $25 per person with raf- 
fle tickets available for a romantic package 
for two. Call 434.7607 for reservations. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event, 
an announcement or some unsubstantiat- 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 
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Since abandoning ore, 


STEWART DUNCAN / stewart@vueweokly.com 

f Kimberley Alpine Resort did- 
| n't have an abundance of blue 

skies and sunshine, wispy pow- 
der, mild temperatures, a good variety 
of runs and enough lifts to handle the 
light crowds that aren't really crowds 
at all, plus excellent accommodation 
with gym, heated pool and hot tubs, 
and a couple of eateries that consis- 
tently serve excellent food, and if it 
didn’t have all this in an easily acces- 
sible location a mere two kilometres 
from the town centre, well, then, 
frankly, 1 don’t know what good you 
could say about it. 

I don’t mind telling you that it 
snowed lightly most of the two days I 
skied in Kimberley, which prolonged 
the good conditions, while the third 
day, as I was leaving, it was bathed 
with brilliant sunshine. Ice was in 
meltdown mode well before 9 am and 
it briefly hit 10 degrees above in the 
direct sun before noon. 

1 can say that the friendliest, most 
accommodating people on the moun- 
tain were those in the Marriott's Resi- 
dence Inn at Trickle Creek. I can also 
say that Kelsey's, the outstanding 
restaurant in the Residence Inn, 
charges $6.59 for a pint of Stella 
Artois on tap, while Stemwinder Bar 
and Grill charges $4.29 for a pint of 
same. While | thought that was exces- 
sive, | have been to Kelsey's in Kim- 
berley and Kelowna on numerous 
occasions and never once was the 
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KIMBERLEY 


food and service less than excellent. 

The one downside, as | see it, is 
that Kimberley Alpine Resort, one of 
four Resorts of the Canadian Rockies, 
seems to have little regard for the rich 
mining history—without which Kim- 
berley wouldn't exist today. 

The mostly young staff seem to 
have been hired with little orientation. 
I set out to photograph a shack that 
was built in the early 20th century at 
the entrance of a 100-year-old mine 
shaft only to find it had been knocked 
down into the shaft and covered over 
to widen a run for races. Perhaps it 
was decrepit and unsalvageable, but 
nobody could tell me. Several mining 
remnants remain on the hill, increas- 
ingly ravaged by time. 


| PULLED INTO Kimberley, the highest 


city in Canada, well after dark. Tem- 
peratures were just below freezing 
and word was the skiing and boarding 
were very good; I looked forward to 
proving it. 

That wasn't hard. Next morning, a 
quick run up the North Star Express 
Quad gave me direct access to scores 
of blues and greens, and short runs to 
the Easter Triple and Tamarak Double 
chairs opened up scores more, mostly 
black. All 80 runs were open and a lot 
of them hardly touched. 


I knew the Rosa chair, the south- 
ernmost lift on the east-facing moun- 
tain, was closed because a big race 
was being planned for that area. 

(At least, that’s what they said was 
the reason: in fact, the aging Rosa 
Chair isn’t even on the newest trail 
maps—just the run is listed.) 

There was never a lineup at the 
North Star Express. In fact, if 1 ever 
had to wait so much as one chair, it 
was only because the Brits, who make 
good use of this part of the former 
colony, chose not to ride on a chair 
with one of Her Royal Majesty's sub- 
jects to whom they had not been 
properly introduced. Better to wait a 
minute for one’s own personal throne 
than board with a stranger, and an 
irreverent Canadian at that. But in 
fact, the Brits aren't snobs; they just 
wouldn't feel it proper to impose, so a 
cheery hello usually tells them it’s 
alright to mingle with the natives. 

At any rate, untracked powder 
draped the Rosa side of the resort, 
and it was worth the slight uphill 
effort to access Moe's, Dreadnaught, 
School House, Boundary, Ego Alley 
and others. They're all great runs with 
compelling views and a silence more 
musical than whatever iPod addicts 
endure. 

With a base elevation of 1 230m 
and a top elevation of 1 982 m, 
endurance isn’t a prerequisite for ski- 
ing Kimberley, nestled in the Purcell 
Mountains west of the Rockies. As 


for weather, Kimberley Alpine Resort 
gets very little of the marrow-chilling 
weather common to high-altitude 
resorts. Average winter temperature is 
a balmy -5. 

Yet the Kootenays—which is all of 
southeastern BC—are famous for their 
abundance of dusty powder snow. 
The resort boasts 729 hectares of ski- 
able terrain (1 800 acres, if that’s easi- 
er for you), served by five lifts, 
including the t-Bar and Magic Carpet 

And not including Rosa. 

Kimberley's longest run is 6.4 km, 
which is nothing to sneeze at, but dis- 
tance isn’t the big deal here. Rather, 
it’s variety. It helps to ski this hill with 
someone who knows it well because 
there’sa lot of challenging terrain that 
comes off intermediate and easy 
routes and you do have to keep your 
wits about you. 


| FOUND MYSELF inadvertently on the 
black diamond Rush, which I hadn't 
planned, but it looked intriguing so I 
carried on. Normally, I enjoy black 
diamond runs, but this soon struck 
me more as a double black. Rush 
tapers away into space until the nar- 
rowing ridge ends as a point. The two 
options are Door Number 1, a very 
steep mogul slope to an intermediate 
run, or Door Number 2, a very steep 
mogul run into a dark, thick forest, 
home to ogres and trolls. 

I wondered if I fell in the forest and 
there was no one to hear me cry like a 


this hill just mines natural powder 


baby, am I really making a nois: 

Admittedly, Rush is a little less intimi 
dating once you know where to make 
your descent. 

Kimbertley’s favoured runs includ 
Dean Left and Dean Right, split by th 
Dean Glades. The trees are spa 
enough for most intermediate skic! 
and the area is large enough to thn! 
the more advanced who wan 
their speed up and keep going 

All in all, the mountain is a reas 
able split with 20 per cent begin 
42 per cent intermediate and 5: 
cent advanced. Most of the blu 
green runs stem from the North 93 
Express, while Tamarack and Eas! 
chairs run you to most of the blac! 

Kimberley gets an average 
metres of snow from early Decem> 
to mid-April, though one should’ 
swayed by such numbers 
mountains need twice that to ¢ 
stumps and rocks, while resorts 
extensive summer grooming are \"' 
skiable with half that snow. 

A Mount Washington >* 
informed me that that Vanco" 
Island mountain reports total sn’ 
fall, not total accumulated. Ot" 
report the amount of snow at! 
mountain, where almost every?" 
skis, while others report the amo" 
at the peak, where few ski and no °" 
stays for long. 

At Kimberley, the snow is "2 
where you want it, and there's lots ©! 
And the weather suits me just fine. ¥ 
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stewart @vueweekly, 

ecause of the good conditions 
relatively few people dur- 
ing my stay at Kimberley, | 
could access lots of great terrain and 
get a lot of runs in within a few hours. 
That gave me time for exclusive use 
of the gym, heated outdoor swimming 
pool (with heated deck), and either of 
two hot tubs, which are heated to a 

litigation-free temperature. 

Add those amenities to the rooms, 
each of which is a suite witha 
kitchen, and the underground park- 
ing, and | would expect the Marriott’s 
Residence Inn at Trickle Creek will be 
the hotel of choice at Kimberley 
Alpine Resort for many years to come. 

But the best thing at this hotel, at 
least for this skier, is the comple- 


mentary newspapers and breakfast 
buffet consisting of fresh fruit and 
fruit cocktails, eggs, ham, sausage, 
bacon, pancakes, waffles you cook 


For 25-cents, you can go 
cuckoo in Kimberley 


STEWART DUNCAN / stewart@vueweekly.com 

ong before Teck Cominco’s Sul- 

livan mine closed at the end of 

2001, Kimberley was already a 
ski resort. A generation ago, it even 
ad a ski jump that ended about 
where the Overwaitea store is today. 
{t Seems every Kimberley kid learns to 
ski in winter and explore open mine 
shafts in summer 

Sullivan wasn't the only Kimberley 

mine nor was it the first, but it was 
the richest, yielding more than $20 
billion in lead, zinc and silver in its 92 
years of operation. But considering 
mining opened much of BC, Kimber- 
ley’s rich mining history isn’t unique 
So the town decided to develop a 
Bavarian theme with its architecture 


(or at least remodelling), restaurants 
and events. 


BOOTY 


Two outstanding features*in the 
Bavarian City of the Rockies deserve 
special mention. The world’s largest 
freestanding cuckoo clock in the Plat- 
zl cuckoos on the hour or with a 
deposit of 25 cents. A kilometre away 
is The Old Bauernhaus Restaurant, a 
350-plus-year-old, all-wood house 
from Bavaria that a master carpenter 
disassembled in 1987 and shipped to 
Kimberley. He reassembled it there in 
1989, then returned to Bavaria to col 
lect the wing that once housed a sta 
ble and bakery. 

The house and restaurant are Old 
World quality in the New World, and 
well worth the visit. w 


HIDDEN 


yourself, hot and cold cereals, cof- 
fee, tea, juice, milk, toast, bagels, 
muffins and more. Eat a little, eat a 
lot. Ski happy. w 


STEP 1. GO TO THE VUEWEEKLY.COM WEBSITE AND 
SUBSCRIBE T TO FIRST READ (UF YOU ARE ALREADY A SUBSORIBER GO TO STEP 2) 


EE READ is our new exclusive news letter! By subseebin you will be permite fo en! 


Our upeoming contests! Also you will be the first to get all the top stories from the upcoming 
of Vue Weekly before ithits the Stands in your area! Be the first to read FIRST RE ADE 


STEP 2. 


READ FIRST READ AND CLICK THE LINK TO ENTER 
(EACH SUBSCRIBER a a et ENTER ONCE PER WEEK) 


ae tt 


many more! 
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780-852-4461 - WWW.JASPERINN.COM 
TOLL FREE 1-800-GG1-1933 


“INCREDIBLE MIDWEEK SKI SPECIAL 


FEB @ - APRIL SO 


¢2 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 
¢ HOT BUFFET BREAKFAST 


e 2 DAYS LIFTS AT MARMOT BASIN 


¢ STARTING FROM $242 PER PERSON 
{BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, IN STANDARD ACCOMMODATION} 


*EXCLUPES ALL HOLIDAY PERIOSS* 


ASK ABOUT THE OPTION TO UPGRADE TO 
KITCHEN AND FIREPLACE SUITES! 


JASPER NATIONAL PARK, AB 


Jasper’s Heritage 


Boutique Hotel 


Landmark since 1929 


Features great entertainment at 


€ 
O'Sheas «ivsen,. 
i ’ * i — 


1.877.542.8422 


www.athabascahotel.com 
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Valley between two rivers delivers 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 
he route along Highway 2 from 
Edmonton to Tawatinaw is 
dotted with small farms, bed- 
room communities and businesses 
like “Redneck Auto” and “Ballbreakers 
Extreme Paintball.” 

Improvised road signs indicate the 
turnoff for the hill, which takes its 
name from an aboriginal word mean- 
ing “the valley between two rivers.” 
On the road in is a small, weathered, 
white country church; across the road 
is a big red barn 

At the hill, there is a distinctly 
northern Alberta feel. There's not a lot 
of vertical, but there is a surprising 
amount of variety, with alpine runs, 
25 km of cross-country trails, a terrain 
park and a superpipe 

My parents had come up fora 
weekend visit. My dad and I, sharing 
the same passion for winter sports, 
settled on a Sunday trip to the hill. We 
arrived at 10:30, half an hour after the 
hills opening time (it’s open 10 am to 
4:30 pm). The drive out took us just 
over an hour, 

There are two buildings at the base 
of the hill. In the main lodge, there is 
a cafeteria, boot room/changing area 
and ticket kiosk. Adult downhill tick- 
ets are $23 a day, youth $19 and kids 
$15. For nordic only, it’s $5 for adults, 
and $2 for teens and kids. Rentals (in 
the second building) range from $10- 
25 depending on your poison, and les- 
sons are available as well, starting 
from $12 


THERE WAS NO line-up at the main t- 


bar and we were soon travelling up 
between long stands of birch trees on 
one side, and the terrain park on the 
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other. To skier’s left of the lift is one of 
the few “black diamond” runs at the 
hill, although by most standards it 
doesn't fit the bill. But after a shallow 
first pitch, it does drop dramatically 
back towards the lift, with enough 
steepness and distance to cut some 
fast, arcing GS turns 

Most of the hill is smattered with 
green and blue runs, with moderate 
steepness suitable for beginners and 
intermediates. In Deadman’s Drop, we 
discovered the steep, narrow sided 
gullies that are one of the more chal- 
lenging aspects of the hill, good for a 
little playful big-mountain riding. 

It wasn't long, though, before the 
siren call of the terrain park lured me 
in. I'm an aggressive, all-mountain 
rider, but I'd never ventured into a 
park before. Looking over from the T, 
however, I just couldn't resist. 

Tawatinaw’s park is acclaimed 
across the province. The Northern 
Alberta Freestyle Ski Team trains 
here, and several of them were out 
that day ripping it up. By my count, 
there are five or six rails, smaller and 
larger hits, and at the bottom section, 
five large jumps. One of the monster 
rails at the top of the park caught my 
eye and I was determined to try it. It 
stood at least one whole foot off the 
ground. From three metres back, the 
snow ramp was so big it obscured the 
landing below. Scary, but I was deter- 
mined. 

Laughing, my dad positioned him- 
self with the camera directly across 
from the rail. Just as I made for the 


rail, two ski patrol (whom I happen 
to know) crested the rise, coming u 
the lift. I pushed off, taking a few 
skate steps to get up speed. 

From there, it all happened so {asi 
I was up the ramp and—popping up 
turning sideways, shifting my weig 
backwards (big mistake)—onto th: 
rail, ever so briefly. Then my skis sl 
out and I was crashing down on m 
side, a twisting mess of skis, pol: 
and flailing limbs. On cue, the pat: 
called out, “are you OK?” 

A little further down, we can 
across one of the freestyle coaches 
teaching his skiers balance. Th 
were standing on top of a low 
pipe, skis centred, hands out a 
leaning slightly downhill. Turns 
you're not supposed to lean back— 
your edges will slide out. A glan 
my dad’s pics and it was obviou 
where I'd gone wrong. He'd captur 
me in the snap second before bailing 
my skis forward, my hands and bo: 
leaning back up into the hill 

Despite my lack of terrain par’ 
experience, I could still recognize (« 
quality of workmanship in the park 
and the skill of the riders. I watches - 
skier slide gracefully over an arc, the 
ride out a half-moon rail with eas 
Boarders launched off the bottom hits 
pulling tail grabs. A little over fron 
the park, I marvelled at the hug¢ 
superpipe, where Tawatinaw will hos 
events and competitions later this 
season. 


THEN IT WAS time for a change ©! 
pace. Tawatinaw’s cross-country sk 
area is a major attraction for the 
resort. On Sunday, a group of nordic 
skiers had gathered around the 


lodge's potbelly stove to trade tips for 
the Tawatinaw Valley loppet on Feb 4, 
a warm-up to the famous Birkebeiner 
race. (Interested competitors can still 
get in on the family-oriented Tawati- 
naw race—for details, check out west- 
teq.net/~tvalley). 

Though not ready for a loppet yet, 
my dad and | headed into the hills 
above the ski area for a tour of the 
trails. We ended up on Geiger 
Counter, a loop named after the 
ranching family who own the land. It 
was a technical ski, with steep uphill 
climbs and sharp downhill turns. Mer- 
cifully, though, it was broken up by 
flatter stretches where we took in the 
beauty of the valley. 


CA TREK 


escapes 


For miles in any direction, we saw 
prairie and forest land, rising up and 
down across the horizon. The Geiger’s 
property is adorned by creeks, old 
wood shacks, cords of firewood and, 
at one brief turn, the smells, sights 
and sounds of cattle. With 25 km of 
set trails for classic and skate skiing, 
Tawatinaw has trails for every level of 
skier, and the solitude of those birch- 
lined paths is spectacular 

In the end, it was a short but full 
day. By 2:30 pm, we'd skied groomed 
terrain, rails, jumps and nordic trails 
While I didn’t best the rail (which later 
took on mythical, metre-high status in 
the retelling) | left undeterred and 
looking forward to a return visit. w 
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WORLD IN A WEEKEND 


CANADA’S LARGEST ADVENTURE TRAVEL SHOW 


More than 40 slideshows. Over 40 hours of exciting information on the world’s most spectacular travel destinations. 


Admission by Voluntary Donation to Doctors Without Borders 


Enter at the show to win an exotic adventure holiday! 


SAT & SUN, FEB 3 & 4 —-SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE — 9797 Jasper Avenue 


SATURDAY SLIDESHOW SCHEDULE 


China & SE Asia 


4:00m | Grassroots Africa Croatia & The Balkins 


THEATRE 3 
Japan & South Korea 
Volunteer Vacations 
Russia & The Baltics 
West Africa 
Mongolia 

Climbing Kilimanjaro 


Central America & Cuba 


SUNDAY SLIDESHOW SCHEDULE 
TIME | THEATRE 1 THEATRE 2 THEATRE 3 
10:00. | East Africa & The Gorillas Central America & Cuba Morocco, Tunisia & Libya 
11:00. India & Sri Lanka The World's Best Treks Central Asia & The Silk Road 
12:00e | Africa In Style Pacific Rim Small Ship Adventures Asia Overland 
1:00 | Inca Trail & Peru Trans-Mongolian Rail Cycling Holidays 
2:00 | Grassroots Asia Festivals of the World Africa Overland 
3:00- . Portugal, Spain & France Egypt, Jordan & Syria Budget Holidays for 18-35's 
4:00 | China & SE Asia Grassroots South America Canoeing, Rafting & Kayaking 


TREK ESCAPES 8412-109 Street,Edmonton Tel.780 439-0024 Email edmonton@trekescapes.com www.trekescapes.com 
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Pwomemeeee 71¢ Birkie’s back, but it’s not for babies 
2-3225 up for last year. iapers or feed a screaming, squirmi 
= =| THE SKINNY a see 


For anyone not familiar with the festi- baby en route? 
= CHRISTIE SCHULTZ val, it's a celebration of the legend of two Since caring for an actual baby is iio 
A> | chiistic@veweekly.com Birkebeiner warriors who, in 1206, res- _ part of the race, preparation for : 
cued the infant king of Norway, skiing _ longer distances of 55 or 31 kilometre: 
over 55 kilometres of mountainous terrain becomes perfectly reasonable for some 


When the Birkebeiner is cancelled because — until Haakon Haakonsson was safe. one who commits to a training prograr 
autumn doesn't yield to winter, as hap- (Birkebeiner means “birchlegs” and Brian Lucas, marketing director (0) 
pened last season, disappointment is fol- © describes the fur leggings the warriors the Canadian Birkebeiner Society, sug 
lowed by hopeful anticipation for the retum wore, securing them with birch roots.) gests elite skiers might train fcr s 
of “the Birchlegs” and a snowy season. On Feb 10, fans of the legend andthe — months in advance of race day. Havino 


As a reward for their patience, Birkie skinny ski will race up to 55 kilometres _ skied in 15 Birkies himself, he speal 
skiers are about to experience some of — with a 5.5 kilogram pack, testing their — from experience. 
the best trail conditions the Canadian —_ endurance, speed and imagination. “Work out at the gym as much as you 
Birkebeiner Ski Festival has ever seen. | wonder if organizers have ever con- _can, and if you're going to do the 5$ kil 
It's the kind of snow that almost makes _ sidered asking the participants to change — metre distance, try to ski 55 kilometre 
total once per week.” 


IDEALLY, PARTICIPANTS PLANNING to 


55 kilometres will have been skiing a co 
ple of times per week since Novembe 
and skiing at Jeast 20 kilometres three 
times per week since mid-January. |! 


key thing to remember when working | 


TT increase your endurance is that you dor 
asper own own ini need to practice the exact distanc: 
conditions of race day, but you need to | 


pretty close to the total distance ove 
course of your weekly training 

The week before the race does’ 
require anything special, except perha 


Ie A a rest day early in the week. Skic 
= ss should probably aim to balance easy day 
780 852 0404 and race-pace days for the rest o/ t! 
TA TAS week, and shouldn't need to ski mo 
KR E STA U RA N hg than about 30 minutes per day. Lucas a! 

recommends devoting time to © 
well. “You've got to eat pasta and ue’ 

the week before your ski.” 


When asked what he would sugges! 
someone who has saved all his or "\¢ 


Jatper f fj A nov Steve 
training for the last week, he jus t laud 
WH Ne E CELLAR And laughs. But then he says, “There a! 
: five and 13 kilometre distances too. U'. J 


ns 2 out and enjoy it with the kids.” 
meer eae 780-852-5682 There's a 2.5 kilometge race for kids 45 
well, and “Birchlegs” ambassadors s 
with them. Besides, Lucas says. some © 
the best stories come from the kids’ racé 
F After finishing the five-kilometre 12! 
andysbistro .com a little boy asked one of the Birchleus 
“Did we save the baby?” When the volu' 


a 80- 852-4559 teer hesitated, the boy added, “Becaus* 


> as thought we were saving a baby and if w' 
casual fine dining | aint whats the point?” 


Well, maybe it's good enough to kno' 
that if you had to ski for 55 kilometres ' 
save an infant king, you could. You © 


Dicsover the best that Jasper has to offer! Hiteeeeiaernrccnn 


event information. w 


614 Patricia St. 852-6262 


20 =\WEWEEIKLY FEBRUARY 1 - FEBRUARY 7, 2007 SNOW ZONE 


s your significant other a skier or 

boarder? This year, you can 
really impress your sweetheart 
with a Valentine's Couples package 
high up in the mountains at Sun- 
shine Village. 

For $449 per couple you get two 
days of skiing and one night's 
accommodation on the slopes at the 
Sunshine Inn and a 30-minute cou- 

ples massage. 
_ {have never had a couples mas- 
sage, but I do know that staying at the 
Inn is sweet because in the morning 
you make first tracks before the 
crowds come up on the gondola. 

Aside fromthe skiing, the ameni- 
ties are awesome as well. The slope- 
side hot tub is the biggest around and 
lounging at the, Chimney Corner 
beside the fireplace as the sun goes 
down over the mountains is about as 
relaxing as it can get. ? 

This package is good for Wed, Feb 
14 only, and there are only so many 
masseuses and rooms to go around, 
_ so you better hurry if you want to sign 
up. See skibanff.com for more infor- 
mation v 
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SERVICE 


EDGE CONTROL «:. 


626 CONNAUGHT DRIVE 
PH: 888-242-3343 - JASPER 
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“BAYT EVERY MIGHT AT EVIL DAVE'S! 
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© TEMALICIOUS HIPPY 


YCL 


i 


RETAIL BOARDS & SKIS 
INCLUDING 


618 PATRICIA ST « JASPER ° 852-3898 
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910 cms annual snowfall ~ Castle's new Mount Haig now OPEN 


~ new freestyle terrain ~ 650 hectares touring and extreme 


terrain ~ same great powder ~ open bowls ~ nestled in the 


southern Alberta Rockies ~ visit castlevacations.ca for great 


ski’n stay packages 403.627.5101 


www.unitedcycle.com | 


ALL Snowboard ) ’) 

. t-Shirts 

150% OFF 

reg, $39" 

SALE S19” 
RG 


Don’t be a cardboard cutout — 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
n Sat, Feb 3, Fernie Alpine 
Orr is hosting their 13th 
annual cardboard derby. The 
event is open to all and a scream to 
watch as the entries disintegrate on 
the slopes. 

In order to minimize injuries and 
costs there are significant rules that 
go with each entry. With safety and 
fairness in mind, the rules state that 
the craft can only be constructed of 
cardboard, tape, string, glue and 
paper. That means no metal, wood, 


= (CARNAGE 


fibreglass or plastic parts. Just a guess 
but I’m betting that duct tape is in 
high demand this week at local hard- 
ware stores. 

Other rules include that the pilot 
must be at least 19 years old and 
there may be as many as four crew 
members inside the craft. A functional 
brake system must be part of the craft 
and all members must be in the craft 


when it crosses the finish line. 
Prizes are awarded for creat, 
construction, costumes and 
favourite; “most intact with all m-,, 
bers on board.” The latter really » 
it into perspective because very 
entries ever cross the finish |ip 
one piece. The slope is usually \. 
steep, which encourages speed 
usually favours a destructive path 5 
well. There is an entry fee of $j5 , 
craft as well as $5 per team me 4 
To get more details and to dow, 
entry forms, go to skifernie.com 


Fortress gearing for reopening ... again 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
5 you may remember, Fortress 
As Resort was once 
owned by Resorts of the Cana- 
dian Rockies, which owns and oper- 
ates other resorts including Lake 
Louise, Nakiska, Fernie and Kimber- 
ley. Three years ago, citing financial 
viability reasons, they shut it down. 
Last year the Banff Rail Company 
purchased the area hoping to open 
it again quickly. Instead, it has 
turned out to be a long, tedious 
endeavour. All of the resort's infra- 
structure required a much needed 


start here 
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e Pro Waxing 
¢ Base Grinding 


Snowboard Service & Repalr 


e Machine Waxing 


© Edge Grinding * Repairs 
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overhaul. Lifts failed safety inspec- 
tions, and there were as many as 60 
frozen and burst water lines from 
being abandoned. 

But by spring 2006, everything 
seemed to be in order and the hill 
began operations, although it was on 
a shoestring budget and at times on 
weekends only. They did have some 
great ideas like tailgate parties and 
moonlight madness where skiers and 


ee 


on snowboard 
tune-ups. 


phone 780.433.1181 | 10323-78 Ave, Edmonton, AB 


boarders could make some (i), 
under the stars. 

All this came to an end when 
safety reasons, government inspecto 
closed the bridge and acce 
Engineers and workers have bee 
hired and work has progre 
favourably on this final hurdle, and 
Fortress staff is hoping to re-open the 
slopes in the next couple of we 
This is good news because wher 
Fortress has snow, which reported 
they do, their terrain is fantasti 
I’m sure they'll have some redu 
rates to lure back the crowds. v 
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SMITH / sdam@vueweekly.com 
often when someone drives north 
Edmonton, they are heading into the 
ing workforce. Everyone in Edmonton 
someone, of perhaps have them- 
jves taken the road up into Alberta's 
‘economic battlefield, the bread and butter 
‘of the City of Champions, the heartland of 
the gold rush of the new millennium. 

We head to the rigs, the pipelines, the 
refineries and the barren Northern towns 
that have been bloated with transient 
growth from all angles; plagued with peo- 
~ ple, money, drugs, trucks, STIs (the new 

and presumably more respectful term for 
the more common title, STD) and a gener- 
* al, foreboding sense of commotion. 

The migration parallels the gold rush 
days in some obvious ways: 4 predomi- 
nantly male crowd congregating in search 
of 2 better life, leaving their families, 
their friends and their lovers, scouring for 
the flash and shimmer of new things and 
boastful wealth. The lack of estrogen and 
the tepid conditions invariably play a role 
in the psyche of those involved. 

Life for workers in the oilfield is often 
harsh, plagued with long hours, long stays 
away from home and no real way to 
unwind. Many people come back feeling 
dejected by the lack of decent social situa- 
tions. There is a social predicament in the 

7 field that can be difficult to appreciate. 


> SOMETHING THAT IS commonly over- 
) looked in this mad hunt is the physical 
) beauty that frames the scene. Rolling 
hills, mountainous landscapes, winding 
frozen rivers and thousands of lakes are 
" the backdrop to the black gold rush. 

In an attempt to appreciate these 
Opportunities, | headed to work with a 
‘Pair of cross country skis and my snow- 
Shoes. After a few busy days, | had the 
hance to get out. From the drilling rig 
here | worked, | set off on foot due 
Ortheast on a long straight path that had 
“been cleared by a surveying team. 

Just inside the BC border about 200 
north of Edmonton, the landscape is 
ptted with lakes, and we are located on 
le fringe of a First Nations reserve. In 
thickly forested area, there are pines 
i poplars everywhere, and the path | 
d chosen was thickly covered with 
Heep, untouched snow. | put on my newly 
chased snowshoes and started trudg- 
along, floating Christ-like over the 
ep snow. 
1 passed tracks of all kinds, and | 
huckled at the thought of these poor 
fammals scampering along, just their 
i@ads popping up out of the deep snow, 
about their stoic way and not even 
Ching about it. Around a bend, | came 
Gross the imprint of a large animal, deep 
ithe snow, who had lain down after 
ving a treat of big round brown pellets 
Steps before. 
@ shitting and resting animal wasn’t 
8, aS was evidenced by my witness 
@ trend in three different imprints. | 
been out for a few hours when bitter 
i set in and the sun started to set. | 
ade my way back to the rig. The long 
ight path had come to a T; | consid- 
i my options and set off westward 
Dugh an area of lightly scattered, tow- 
Ag Poplars. 
er some time | was forced to turn 
th and snowshoe through some 
ser stuff to stay directed towards 
le. It was worth the hike simply to 
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shake the constant purring and clanging 
of the rig that had been setting itself into 
my psyche for too long. 


WORKING NIGHTS IN wintry isolation 
will quickly dismiss any notions of time 
that one normally subscribes to. There is 
only night and sleep. Edmonton's paltry 
dose of sun is further reduced as one 
heads North. The sun and moon halo 
Strangely about in the skies, skimming 
the landscapes with just a taste of what 
they pour out in abundance further south. 

It had been several days since | had 
seen the sun when | pulled myself out of 
bed in the early afternoon by a desire for 
the solace of nature. | strapped on my 
skis on the road to the rig and started 
aimlessly heaving along. My terribly 
novice cross-country skills were evident 


as | clumsily scraped along. 

It wasn't long before | dumped into a 
well-packed ski-doo trail about half an hour 
from base camp. As | did so, a red fox tore 
out of a bush and fled along the trail with 
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its big, bushy red tail flickering behind. The 
trail was bumpy and difficult, but | focused 
on the few tips on form and rhythm I'd 
gathered from experienced friends and 
ignored everything, closing my eyes and 


lifting one leg and heel after the other, 
dragging myself deeper into the forest. 

The wind started gusting and a thick, 
light snow began to fall. | felt the 
snowflakes melting on my face and | 
wondered what the fuck | was doing 
here, working with savages and rednecks, 
leaving my life behind for the money that 
've so happily lived without. The trail 
curved in a huge circle, and the snow 
started pounding down harder, so | 
cranked up the pace as much as | could 
without losing the rhythm 

Very slowly | made my way back, 
sweating and feeling good, taking in a 
part of the country | probably would 
never have seen if not for our malignant 
economy. As | approached my home- 
stretch | saw a big moose with its head 
sunk low, peering at me through the 
trees. | turned my back and continued my 
way towards the clanging steel ... there 

was no way that animal would follow 
me into this mess. w 
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Snowboards Skateboards 


Local : 

Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and nuns open; x- 
counay area open 

Sunridge — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open 


Alberta 

C.0.P — 75em base, no new snow, all lifts open; half-pipe closed Jan 
31- Feb 16 

Castle Mt. — 59-297cm base, no new snow, 65 runs open; best skiing 
on machine groomed runs 2 

Lake Louise — 154-180cm base, 7em of snow in 7 days, all lifts and 
tuns open; Telus Terrain Park open 

Marmot Basin — 15cm base, no new snow, all lifts and main runs open 
Mt Nommuay — 135¢m base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; night 
skiing every Friday 

Nakiska — 45-76cm base, no new snow, 5/6 lifts and 24/28 runs open; 
both terrain parks are now open 

Sunshine — 158m base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; Delinum 
Drive & Wild West now open 4 
Tawatinaw — 24 downhill runs open, ski hill open Sat. and Sun. 10:00 — 
4:30 


B.C. 

Apex — 16cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; Feb. 3— Big 
Air Contest at night, under the lights 

Big White — 203cm base, 3cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 118 
Tuns open; night skiing Tue-Sat 

Fairmont — 79-119cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Femie — 258cm base, no new snow, 9/10 lifts and 105 runs open; Fer- 
nie Cardboard Derby this Saturday! 

Kicking Horse — 178cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open (sub- 
ject to avalanche control) 

Kimberlay — 89-138cm base, 3em of new snow in the past 2 days, 80 
runs open; night skiing Thu-Sat, 5-9 

Mt. Washington — 290cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; 
Weekend Rail Jams Feb.3-4 

Panorama — 81-120cm base, no new snow, 120 trails & bows open 
Powder King — 275cm base, no new snow, new Salomon equipment 
has just arrived! 

Powder Springs — 130-288cm hase, 8cm of new snow in the past 7 
days, 27 runs open ; 

Red Mt.— 200cm base, 3cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 6 lifts and 
16 nuns open 

Silver Star— 135-180cm base, no new snow, 115 runs open; 51k of 
groomed cross country terrain 

Sun Peaks — 140cm base, 1em of new snow in the past 7 days, 121 
Tuns open; First Tracks breakfast in AM 

Whitewater — 262cm base, no new snow, 14 groomed runs open; Dis- 
cover Backcountry Touring- this Sunday 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 268cm base, no new snow, 81 groomed runs 
open, record breaking snowfall: 945cm (31 ft) since Nov.1! 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt.— 84-191cm base, 59cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 93 
runs open; John Dunnigan, a local favorite, plays live at Moguls tonight 
Big Sky — 90-135cm base, no new snow, 3800 acres of open terrain on 
150 trails 

Crystal Mit — 133m hase, 15cm of real snow, plus the “snow guns are 
still crankin”; 44 slopes open 

49 North — 255cm hase, no new snow, 29 trails groomed 

Great Divide — 55-88cm base, 60 runs open, leam to ski for $59 best 
deal in the state : 

Lookout Pass — 23cm base, Scm of new snow in the past 3 days, Ole 
Olson Brewfest this Saturday 

Mt Spokane — 157-226cem base, 3em of new snow in the past 7 days, 
45 runs open 

Schweitzer Mt. — 145cm base, 4cm of new snow in the past 7 days; 
Starlight Race Series- Friday nights in February 

Silver Mt. Resort — 175-243cm base, no new snow, 31 groomed runs 
open; Super Bow! party at Tarible Edith’s this Sunday 

Sun Valley — 93cm base, no new snow, 14 lifts and 45 runs open; 
world’s largest computerized snowmaking system (645 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of Jan. 31, 2007 
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Don’t let your backbone slide — 


=| SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHAEA 
a colin@vueweekly.com 


It's usually best not to “see stars” while 
you'ré skiing. So, to help you avoid see- 
ing them, this week I’m going to take 
you through the right technique for stop- 
pingaslide. 

With advances in snowcat technology, 
resorts are grooming steeper slopes more 
and more these days. On a recent trip up 
to Sunshine Village, we watched “winch 
cats” at work. One cat was perched atop 
a double black djamond, while another, 
attached via steel cable, plowed down 
moguls to create beautiful corduroy. 

The next morning we ventured over to 
this same run. About halfway down, | 
lost balance and took a wee fall. The 
next thing | knew | was sliding at a pret- 
ty good rate. Struggling to reverse my 
body position, | pounded my hands and 


- pole handles into the snow in an attempt 


to get my skis underneath me and get an 
edge in. Easier said than done, but very 
possible. 

You may have seen mountain climbers 
lose footing and arrest their descent by 
using an ice pick. Since we don't normally 
ski with picks, we need to use other tech- 
niques to help arrest a slide. One thing to 
our advantage these days are the fabric 
designs of ski clothes. Gone are the days 
of shiny slick suits that would propel you 
at break neck speeds down the slope. 

A few year back, | witnessed a terrible 


accident at Mount Norquay. After just a 
few turns from the top of the black dia- 
mond run Lone Pine, a Japanese tourist 
slid and crashed all the way down several 
hundred metres. These days, | see more 
and more intermediate skiers going into 
double black diamond steeps all the time, 
with an obviously higher incidence of 
falls. So what can you do to help stop the 
dangerous downhill plunge? 

Most times you wind up toppling head- 
first down the slope. Get your arms out 
wide in front of you. Now you need to get 
your skis underneath you, down the hill. 
Do it now! Don't wait for your belly slide 
to pick up speed. Dig your hands into the 
snow as hard as you can. If the steep Is 
hard and smooth, it may be difficult, but it 


Treat your Valentine to some 


One night at the 
Banff Caribou 
Lodge & Spa 


Two 45 min massages at 
the Red Earth Spa 


Dinner for two at 


The Keg. 


*NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. 


APPLY. 
TAXES AND GRATUITIES ADDITIONAL. 


SOME RESTRICTIONS 


is even more important. The harde 
snow, the faster you will slide 

Once you start to get your body a: 
the hill, get on to your back, with \ 
skies in the air, and flip them under: 
you. Keep your skis across the h 
increase your edging until you 
slow down. If you have released jo, 
your skis, most of the routine is the say 
Get your boots downhill and try to dig 
It might save your bacon 

Falling on a steep slope will inevitab| 
happen. The important thing is t 
quickly and stop your body from pickin 
up speed. Use your arms and legs i 
you ina safe position perched alon: 
side of a steep slope, rather than > 
bottom in a crumpled hump. w 


1-800-563-8764 


24 = \WEWWEENCSY FEBRUARY 1 - FEBRUARY 7, 2007 


SNOW ZONE 


JAK] 


BOOKS: HOPSCOTCH / 26 ROAT 
THEATRE: KINGFISHER DAYS / 27 


VISUAL ARTS: RAW AND UNLIKELY PLACES / 29 


The Minister extends the elixir of the exemplars 
LOCAL AUTHOR'S SECOND NOVEL TAKES US ON A JOURNEY INTO THE SUPERHERO EGO AND ID 


DARREN ZENKO / darren@vueweekly.com 

n indestructible human pow- 

erhouse of near-limitless 

physical power. A billionaire 
industrialist whose athletic perfection, 
genius intellect and fantastic wealth 
have made him crime’s most fear- 
some foe. An immortal demigoddess 
out of legend, unbested in battle. A 
man who wields creative forces limit- 
ed only by his imagination and will. A 
high-spirited youth gifted with the 
proportional abilities of an insect. An 
ego-bliterating siren who bends mul- 
titudes to her whim. 

They are some of their world’s 
greatest heroes—and some of their 
world’s greatest narcissists, depres- 
sives, psychopaths, paranoids, addicts 
and malcontents, ordered by their 
superheroic superiors to get sane or 
get fired. 

Thus begins From the Notebooks 
of Dr Brain, the latest tempestuous 
tome from Coyote Kings creator Minis- 
ter Faust. Our demi-dozen dysfunc- 
tional dynamos strapped to the 
id-smashing hypercouches of Dr Eva 
Brain-Silverstein, ultrapsychologist to 
the superstars, are about to embark 
on their most perilous adventure yet: 
the journey into their very souls. Also, 
they ought to save the world. 

Whew! 

"The number one thing is,” intones 
the sinister Minister from his cosy 
Fortress of Habitude, “you start off 
with the concept of ‘What do | find 
delightful?’ and then you try to figure 
out how you turn what delights you 
into something other people will 
enjoy and hopefully love.” 

For Faust—whose debut, Coyote 
Kings of the Space-Age Bachelor Pad, 
Was a four-color comic-book novel in 
all but explicit name—ihat delight 
came from superheroes, the alter- 
ego’ed titans every good geek grew 
up with. And in a novel that’s out- 
wardly a satire on the spandex, he 
aims to dig deeper, to tell a story that 
Speaks hard truths about society, civi- 
lization ... and psyche. 

“Like superheroes, all of us are 
constantly shifting roles,” he says, 
“and when we switch from one role to 
another we switch our vocabulary, 
our clothing—we're literally engaged 
in a costume change. Even our names 
change—a teacher goes from being 
called Mr Smith to Daddy to husband 
to lover to all those other things. 

“One of the reasons we find super- 
hero stories so appealing is the same 
reason why we like costume parties 
and Halloween,” he continues. “This 
thing we do every day is pushed a lit- 
tle farther, and we gain a little bit of 
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anonymity, gain some special power 
It’s like when you take a trip to anoth- 
er city and you get to create yourself 
from scratch. It’s exciting to engage in 
pure possibility.” 


IF THE PRINCIPALS of pr Brain seem 
familiar, it’s because they are: there's 
a little Superman in there, a little Spi- 
der-Man, almost all of Batman, a 
color-shifted Green Lantern, a mirror 
Wonder Woman. They're the pop- 
present superheroes, and while any 
reader will recognize them, any 
comic-book reader will have seen 
them re-imagined and re-mixed and 
re-re-satirized dozens of times over 
The Minister has no regrets about dip- 
ping into this free-flowing well. 

"For the book to have any kind of res- 
onance with the majority of potential 
readers, | had to choose 
superheroes who are 
recognizable,” Faust 
explains. “And that 
means going for 
Golden Age and Sil- 
ver Age DC and Mar- 
vel ‘hits’ rather than 
some kind of obscure 
character that nobody 
but comic fans would 
know. | mean, what's 
the point of a dia 
mond-sharp parody 
of Jubilee when 
nobody would 
know who the hell 
that is?” 

The “pure possibil- 
ity” of role-swapping 
freedom isn’t so possible in 
reality—as Faust’s super-charac- 
ters learn to their sorrow. Ren- 
dered deftly in a high-speed, 
hyper-psychobabble riff on pop- 
psych self-help literature, the 
book-within-a-book of Dr Brain 
is called Unmasked! When 
Being a Superhero Can't Save 
You From Yourself, and as X- 
Man, Omnipotent Man, Flying 
Squirrel, Iron Lass, Brotherfly 
and Power Grrri—Dr Brain’s 
so-called “sanity suppli- 
cants”—tumble through the men- 
tal tempest of their shrink’s 
methodology, they learn just how 
powerless they can be. The 
humour is only bait-deep—Dr 
Brain, both the book and character, 
is a blisteringly merciless send-up of 


modern mental-health manipulation 
“Psychology has had, and therapy 
has had, a history of providing benefits 
to a great number of people,” Faust 
Says, setting his foe up for his Sunday 
punch, “and many people who are 
practitioners of this healing art and 
science have been motivated by only 
the most honourable concerns. My 


own father-in-law is a psychologist, 
and I have nothing but respect and 
love for him. My wife is right now, in 
fact, studying to become a psycholo- 
gist after a successful career as a 
social worker. So, I honestly believe 
there are some good, honest, honor 
able and effective therapists 

"But the problem is that the history 
of psychology is one that is quite grim 
indeed,” he continues, “and is thor- 
oughly mixed in with exploitation by 
totalitarian regimes, including by the 
Nazis and the Soviet Union. It's in 
eugenics ... it’s been a tool of the state 
in many places to help crush dissent 
It's been used, obviously, to mask real 
crimes such as widespread child sex 
ual abuse in Europe, which is why the 
fiction of the Oedipus Complex was 
created, in order to cover up what 
Freud himself had found 


“$0, THIS ISA disc ipline that needs to be 


taken to task. And quite frankly, on the 
anecdotal level, { and most people I've 
had conversations with on this 

topic will concede that if 
they've met psycholo 
gists through univer 
sity or whatnot, that 
most of the times 
they've been pretty 
nuts. And that’s not a 
really good sign, in 
the same way that if 
every time you met 
a nutritionist the 
person had tern 
ble skin, their 
hair was falling 
out, they had 
lesions and 
they were 50 
pounds over 
weight- 
you'd say, 
‘Well, evident 
ly, nutritionists 


don’t know 
what they're 
doing.” 


The manipula- 
tive potential of the 
“shrinkological arts,” 

as Faust calls them, 
begins to have its effect 
on the political sphere as 
events progress in Dr Brain 
As things spiral out of con- 
trol and the layers of corrup- 
tion and conspiracy underlying 
Faust's superheroic wonder- 
land are exposed, the ulti- 
mate nightmare of being 
labeled “paranoid” when they 
really are all out to get you 
begins to develop 


“One of the most effective ways of 
controlling people is to control the 
vocabulary of public discussion,” says 
Faust. “For instance, the phrase ‘con- 
spiracy theory’ is by now a synonym for 
‘the person who believes this idea must 
be a lunatic.’ To that I would have to say 
this: Sure, there are no such things as 
conspiracies—there can’t be. That's why 
the 19 hijackers on September 11 were 
total strangers to each other. They never 
met in advance, they never trained 
together, they had no common plans, 
anc it was just a total coincidence they 
were from the same country. 

"It's absurd on the face of it! Obvi- 
ously, there are conspiracies. So, it's 
this absurd hypocrisy,” Faust contin- 
ues. “Essentially, what they're saying 
is that our government and our cor- 
porations would never secretly do 
illegal things. How stupid would you 
have to be to believe that? But control 
of the vocabulary is an effective way 
to prevent people from being able to 
even discuss cases of our govern- 
ments and our corporations engaging 
in abominable criminal behaviour.” 

The Minister's own misadventures 
through his mild-mannered alter- 
ego’s foray into electoral politics have 
left their mark on Dr Brain. The expe- 
rience of having ancient indiscretions 
exposed, of being pounced on, pillo- 
ried and left out to dry by those who 
might have been allies, is deeply felt 
in the misadventures of Kareem, aka 
X-Man, Dr Brain's doomed would-be 
revolutionary and principal POV. 

“Certainly, with all of my writing | try 
to dig into my own experience of pain 
is Well as joy,” Faust explains, “to make 
the most compelling characters possi- 
ble and also, ideally, to help myself te 
understand the dimensions of my own 
ence. Because that’s one of our 
s adults, fo try to understand our- 
selves better 
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not for narcissistic or 
navel-gazing reasons but so we can be 
more responsible people, hopetully 
more compassionate, more consistent 

“So, being excoriated, being raked 
over the coals by one shitbag news 
outlet in particular, taught me that I 
should always be careful when I hear 
about somebody—including some- 
body I might be disposed to dislike— 
being ripped to shreds in the media 
Because how do I know what the per- 
son really said or really did? 

"That's part of what I tried to put 
into the character of Kareem. He had 
to deal with some things in his life in 
terms of how he had spoken, that 
although some things aren't his fault 
he’s nevertheless created some condi- 
tions he’s going to have a lot of trou- 
ble with.” vw 
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Did you hear the story about national identity?’ 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
f there is anything more quintes- 
I sentially Canadian than trying to 
figure out exactly what makes one 
quintessentially Canadian, our best 
writers, scholars and politicians 
haven't found it. 

Try to define Canada all you like, 
but to me the simple act of worrying 
about what it is we are seems as 
definitive as anything else I've ever 
seen on the matter. 

Which, then, would make Noah 
Richler’s expansive attempt at coun- 
try-defining, This is My Country, What's 
Yours? A Literary Aulas of Canada, a 
successful project no matter what he 
actually said in it. He’s attempted to 
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define what Canada is, and in so 
doing helped define Canada as a 
nation obsessed with the question. 

Part of the obsession, though, is the 
endless need to debate. Here, then, is 
where the Canadian Literary Council 
and their scheduled talk, Whose 
Story Now?, come in. 

As director and English professor 
Stephen Slemon explains, the true 
majesty of Richler’s book isn’t so 


much the ideas in it as the shot 
across the bow of Canadian literary 
criticism it provides, a re-opening of 
the discussion of what exactly it 
means to be Canadian literature— 
and Canadian. 

“| think the question we want to 
be asking is,'Is Noah Richler’s pic- 
ture for why stories matter one that 
people are basically going to buy 
into and accept?’” Slemon says. 
“He's come out with a philosophical 
and political, and literary critical 
and historical claim about what it is 
that might hold a national imagina- 
tion together, and it is a really sig- 
nificant intervention into a 
conversation that’s been going for a 


long time in Canadian literature and 
Canadian life.” 


TO THE END OF furthering the debate, 
they've tracked down some big 
names. Besides Richler himself, there 
is fellow easterner and best-selling 
author Catherine Bush, as well as 
Albertan stalwarts Todd Babiak and 
Aritha Van Herk. For Slemon, the 
east/west divide is just one of the fas- 
cinating discussions that could be had 
when you sit down to debate Cana- 
da’s literary voice. 

“Aritha reviewed it, and one of the 
things she mentioned in her review is 
that Richler’s portrait seems to work 
for the rest of Canada, but not quite 


‘ 


Alberta,” he explains. “If that’s true, 
then, can we even say it works for 


~ Canada? 


“That's sort of the problem when 
you try to tell a story that tells a story 
of a country, at least when it comes to 
Canada,” Slemon continues. “We're in 
pursuit of a national fiction, but the 
national fiction might actually be 
Canada itself. In a way, the topic has 
become impossible. It seems like as 
soon as you start to try to do it, you're 
getting it wrong, that it’s impossible to 
talk about without practicing all kinds 
of the exclusions that have gone on 
But I think the fact it seems impossi- 
ble might be why it’s such an interest- 
ing question.” w 


It’s the end of the world as we know it, and McCarthy feels fine 
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HOPSCOTCH 


JOSEF BRAUN 
hopscotch @2vueweekly.com 


A man and a boy move along a wasted 
highway and through bush in tattered 
clothes, a shopping cart holding all their 
worldly possessions jumbled under a 
tarp. They carry a revolver with two bul- 
lets. They forage for hard-to-find items 
like food, gas and shoes, and are perpetu- 
ally concerned with gathering sufficient 
materials to build a fire. 

They head south, toward the Gulf 
Coast, for fear of not surviving another 
winter in colder terrain. The landscape 
they traverse is burned up, cloaked with 
ash, bereft of sounds of life and nearly all 
colour. Nights are “dark beyond dark- 
ness,” days “more gray than each one that 
had gone before. Like the onset of some 
cold glaucoma dimming away the world.” 

All around them are dead cars, dead 
buildings, cadavers, “shriveled and drawn 
like latter-day bog folk, their faces of 
boiled sheeting.” Other living beings are 
few and far between and almost always 


best avoided at all costs. Despair has 
made ghouls of most survivors, and the 
man vows to protect the boy at all costs, 
believing his life to be of some as yet 
undetermined but superior, even sacred 
value. “If he is not the word of God,” the 
man thinks, “God never spoke.” 

This is the story, rendered in a vigorous, 
austere version of the author's exalted 
prose, of a pilgrimage to nowhere, in a 
forsaken land where art, order and 
progress have collapsed in their meaning. 
With the millennium having passed, new, 
less abstract fears singe the surface of 
modern life. The Road (Knopf, $30) offers 
an apocalyptic vision as demonically 
inspired as that of Cormac McCarthy's 
masterwork Blood Meridian, except that 
now the apocalypse is complete, ubiqui- 
tous and absolute. Perhaps ironically, in 
this post-world virtually absent of all 
hope, the goodness of the man and the 
boy somehow holds fast to the novel's 
thread where once, in novels like Blood 
Meridian, evil toppled everything. 


PERHAPS IT’S A tough sell, this short 


novel about a future where all is truly lost 


and only blind faith (such as the father’s) 
or ignorance (the boy was born into this 
destroyed world) pushes our protagonists 
forward into ongoing nothingness and 
danger. Even the mem- 
ory of beauty is so 
painful to maintain 
(“He thought each 
memory recalled must 
do some violence to its 
origins”) that the man 
chooses to discard the 
last photo he carries of 
his dead wife. There is 
no direct mention of 
what caused the great 
catastrophe, but it pos- 
sesses all the signs of 
a nuclear winter. And 
the death of nearly 
everything seems to be 
a worldwide phenome- 
non. 

Yet, in the ashes of 
all our collective 
dreams, McCarthy uncovers surprising 
reveries of wonder and fragile pleasure: 
the rediscovery of Coca-Cola, the chemi- 


THE 
ROAD 


cal beauty of a flare exploding over a pal- 
lid sea, the smoothness and delicate 
grace of fine china, the primitive music to 
be eked from a crudely constructed flute, 
the underground mira- 
cle of a perfectly pre- 
served bomb shelter. 
And there-are the 
exchanges between 
the boy and the man, 
who share many brief, 
terse but loving dia- 
logues. 

“That hurt, didn’t it? 
the boy said. 

Yes, It did. 

Are you real brave? 

Just medium.” 

McCarthy peppers 
The Road with a few 
brilliant, tense and 
explosively violent 
encounters, while in 
quieter scenes he 
mines spare poetry 
from simple activities and bursts of a sur- 
vivalist’s necessary sense of invention. He 
also casts a much bigger image of the 


earth's destiny that's shot through with 
detached, scientific sort of awe: “Perha, 
in the world’s destruction it would be px 
sible at last to see how it was made 
Oceans, mountains. The ponderous cou; 
terspectacle of things ceasing to be. The 
sweeping waste, hydroptic and cold) 
secular. The silence.” 

But the splendour of what is los\ 
nonetheless gets the final word, with 
memories of all the good things we 
know and take for granted rising to {i| 
the novel's final paragraph. McCarthy 
describes the brook trout that once 
inhabited mountain streams and hi: 
description calls the reader to see our 
world with clearer eyes and to gras; 
onto the ache of all things cherished that 
may soon slip away: The trout “smelle 
of moss in your hand. Polished and mus- 
cular and torsional. On their backs were 
vermiculate patterns that were maps 0 
the world in its becoming. Maps and 
mazes. Of things that could not be pui 
back. Not be made right again. In thi 
deep glens where they lived all thing 
were older than man and they hummed 
of mystery.” w 
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Oh, those glorious Days 


DAVID BEARY / david@vueweokly.com 
| 0 see a world in a grain of sand / 
; And a heaven in a wild flower / Hold 
infinity in the palm of your hand / 
And eternity in an hour." 

Those lines from William Blake are ones of 
incredibly rare poetic beauty, a life philosophy, 
celebration of the wonder of the mundane and 
exhortation to appreciate possibility all at 
once—not to mention a fairly strong argument 
for Blake's place as one of our canon poets 

They are also, thanks to a half-century or so 
of Hallmark, bullshit new age philosophy and 
hypocrites comforting themselves with fluff, 
almost entirely stripped of any real meaning or 
beauty at this point, recontextualized into 
something as emptily poignant as "it was then 
that | carried you.” 

When Clarice Eckford, as Kingfisher Days’ 
middle-aged Susan Coyne, looks back longing- 
ly on a summer spent corresponding with a 
spoiled fairy princess named Nootsie-Tah (Lora 
Brovold), and lets them slide wistfully out of 
her mouth, though, she finds their sublime 
beauty once again, and illustrates the strength 
both of Coyne's heartfelt script and Andrea 
Boyd's pitch perfect production. 

The ability to convey powerful emotion from 
Simple, occasionally obvious sources—a child's 
precociousness, for example—without ever 
having it feel cloying is a monumentally diffi- 
cult task, but one that Boyd and her talented 
actors pull off with an effervescent ease, and 
for it they deserve no end ol praise. 

Eckford herself has never been used better 
Required both to charm the audience with 
Some fourth-wall straight talk and convey the 
wide-eyed excited imagination of a five-year- 
old, she succeeds fully in both regards, slightly 
baffled at life’s challenges in one instant, rapt in 
description’s of a secret cat's meeting the next 


FES T Battle of the Bands 


Variety 


TransAlta Arts Barns 
/ocal & Instrumental 


West Ear 


TO SUN, FED 4 


KINGFISHER DAYS 

DIRECTED BY ANDREA BOYD 
WRITTEN BY SUSAN COYNE 

STARRING CLARICEECKFORD, 

PAUL MORGAN DONALD, LORA BROVOLO 
CATALYST THEATRE (8528 GATEWAY BOULEVARD), $15 


REVUE 


SHE'S MATCHED IN rote-switching by Brovold, 


another actress with a unique talent for both 
mature poise and childish impetuousness; she 
definitely has more fun bouncing around in the 
fairy costume, but her turn as the sweetly strict 
mother is equally realized 

Paul Morgan Donald as Mr Moir, the scribe 
and go-between for Susan and Nootsie, also 
manages his own beautifully understated per- 
formance, layering a man who seeks a bit of 
his own solace with spritely humour and the 
warm, nurturing hand of a father 

The three of them weave in and out of each 
other beautifully under Boyd's direction, creat 
ing a series of moments that drift from giddily 
exploratory to crushingly melancholy. There is 
as much unbridled excitement in Susan and 
Nootsie's reunion after a 10-day break as there 
is naked loss in Susan's announcement to Mr 
Moir that she wishes she never said | love you to 
her fairy princess, if it means she’s gone now 

Together they combine to capture the essen- 
tial spirit of both reflection on the past and the 
discovery of growing up in sharp, touching 
detail, coming to an appreciation, much as 
Blake’s words, for both the beauty of the 
moment and the beauty of the realization that it 
must pass and linger with us all the same. Per 
haps the biggest praise | can give Kingfisher Days 
is that it feels like the best of the moments it por- 
trays: all too fleeting, but too purely sublime to 
not stay with you for a long time to come. v 


It’s all fun and games until 
you have to build character 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweokly,com 

play set at a construction site seems 
A uniquely suited to Alberta today, from 

the opportunity to take apart the inner 
workings of Alberta’s oil boom to the chance 
to explore the seemingly myopic concerns and 
fuck-around coping of the people doing the 
grunt work that’s pouring money into our 
province 

It's a little disappointing, then, that System 
Theatre's inaugural production, Progress & 
Procrastination, following a work crew as 
they attempt to finish building a beach in the 
basement of a rich patron, uses its setting 
more for a chance at some ridiculous slapstick 
than properly exploring anything it pulls into 
its world : 

The main problem is that the play feeis too 
calculated: there's a thorough feel that we 
haven't stumbled on four people—disdainful 
trickster Pow-Pow (Jordan Schartner), site idiot 
Dover (Tyrell Crews), slumming foreman Jared 
(Ryland Alexander) and the put-upon Julie 
(Tracey Penner)—in the middle of another shit- 
ty day at a shitty job so much as four charac 
ters have been stuck together for our 
amusement; they actually have, of course, but 
it’s a lot harder to get interested in what they're 
doing without the illusion 

That playwrights Eric Nyland and Ryland 
Alexander constantly remind us of the illusion 
doesn't help: the kind of clinical self-awareness 
they put in, full of clever knowing asides to the 
audience, isn't so much a break in the play— 
which can be used to great effect, like in, say, 
last season’s NLT production of Private Lives— 


Showcase your talents 


March 3rd & 4th 
Westbury Stage 


March 10 -18th 


tor Mall & Visionary College - St Albert 


$13,000 in Prizes! 


Entry Deadline Feb 9th 


TO SAT, FEBS 


PROGRESS AND PROCRASTINATION 
TNRECTEO BY RIC NYLAND 

WRITTEN BY NYLAND &fYLAND ALEXANOER 

STARRING ALOXANDER, TRACY PENNER, RELL CREM AND 
JORDAN SCHARTHER 

TAANSAIA ARTS BARNS (1030-89 AVENUE 15-18 


REVUE 


as a logical continuation, keeping the charac- 
ters, again, as platforms for the actors rather 
than people they're bringing to life 


THE PLACE IT’S most evident is the humour: the 


play is certainly funny, and often in significant 
stretches, but it doesn't come from the charac- 
ters so much as getting the actors to look ridicu- 
lous. That the foursome is fully committed to it 
is admirable, but still, shamelessness is no sub- 
stitute for character study, and it shows when 
Nyland and Alexander parse through the inner 
lives of their subjects. It’s hard to feel for Dover's 
ctushing admission that he’s not suited for any- 
thing more than manual labour in this world, or 
root for the haphazard romance between Jared 
and Julie, when you're laughing at the actor, not 
the character, just before or after 

It's a shame Nyland and Alexander didn’t try 
to flesh out the characters more, because 
there's plenty of glimpses that show they have a 
keen eye for the intricacies of the individual— 
Pow-Pow’s brash pride at not going to college 
but owning his truck, or Julie's frustration with 
not being taken quite seriously—but they seem 
more concerned with the actors than the char- 
acters, and come up with something fairly 
funny but unfortunately unfulfilling. v 


Entry forms online or at Innovations Music 459 ~ 4428 


580 St. Albert Rd. St. Albert 
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Silkscreen 


170 member / $180 non-member 


Combined Print Media 


O member / $190 non-memb 


Cyanotype 


il 14 


vember / $45 non-member 


$50 member / $55 non-member 
B&W Photographic Printing 

§ £ 
Saturday, Apr. 28 


S60 member / $65 non-member 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Si he set for Image Theatre’s Two Small Bodies 
reminded me of an apartment I had a few years ago. 
A formica table and a rickety hutch in front of brick 

walls whose paint was peeling was fine for me and my 

roommates—we weren't exactly living what my mother 

would call “exemplary lives’—but we weren't exactly raising 

children either. 

For us, it was a bleak kind of fun, a sort of bohemian 
fantasy life that helped to convince us that we were artists. 
For a single mother, however, it’s just bleak. 

Uncomfortable, too. That's how I would describe the entire 
play, really. From the moment Lieutenant Brann (Murray Good- 
win)—the cop sent to investigate Eileen’s (Laura Raboud) two 
missing children—walked into her apartment, he made Eileen, 
not to mention me, nothing but uncomfortable. 

Goodwin played the complicated Brann admirably; it 
was hard to tell whether this character did and said the 
things he did in a concerted effort to shock truth out of this 
young mother or if he suffered from a severe lack of 
self-awareness. 

Laura Raboud did a commendable job of Eileen, the self- 
conscious crossing of her arms across her womb did more to 
impart her feelings than her sarcastic lines from the script. 


BRANN WAVERS BETWEEN attraction and revulsion for 
Eileen, while she does the same. Brann thinks she’s a bad 
mother who'll sleep with anyone, and the attraction comes 
off as more of a pure objectification by a frustrated cop than 
any real romantic feeling. He sees her as someone who will 
go to bed with anybody, and since he’s here, it might as well 
be him. 

Eileen, for her part, does seem like a bad mother, but 
one of the points of the play is that no one is really pre- 
pared for the challenges of parenthood—even Lieutenant 


“UNCOHIRSHtAbTe, that’s What You arc 


TOFEB 


DIRECTED BY MICHELLE VANCE HEHIA 

WRITTEN BY NEAL BELL 

STARRING LAURA RABOUD, MURRAY GOODWIN 
AED STRAP MARKET (10305 -$7 STREEM), $13 -$16 


= | TWO SMALL BODIES 
a= 


Brann doesn’t come off as a very caring person or pare 
As the old saying goes, children don’t come \ 
instruction manual, and Eileen ultimately comes ac; 
the sympathetic figure, a poor girl who has had mothe: 
hood thrust upon her, only to have her name mad 
just because she likes to have a good time 
This certainly isn’t the easiest play to watch 
wouldn't invite my grandmother, but Two Smal 5 
poses some interesting and difficult questions an 
lenges the way we judge others. vw 


Classes fill up fast, register today! 423-1492 or snap@snapartists.com 


10309-97 street T; 1.780.423.1492 snapSisnapartists.com 
Edmonton, AB T5J 0M1 F; 1.780.426.1177 wwvesnapartists.com 


Another key Edmonton hockey player 
ducks out to California 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 
dirtylaundry@vueweekly.com 


DIE-NA 


Team co-owner Ty Knotley’s scored a 
“pity-poke” from his ex-wife and majority 
team owner Diane, and a Flamenco with 
organist Jean Hammond. 

Diane found out that Doris Excellente 
enjoyed a spiritual connection with Ty, so 
Diane told Doris, “! fucked your husband 
so we're even.” 

Goalie Hogie Oogachakka decided he 
wants a trade to Los Angeles to pursue 
his acting career, and team captain Der- 
rick Capilano, in a tight, flowered satin 
shirt, reminded everyone to “Take your 
nutritions.” 

Neophyte Coach Mitzie Doobie and her 
husband, ex-coach Rollie Doobie, are 
back from Mexico, but their spat turned 
into mayhem, with Rollie smashing the 
answering machine when he heard team 


hotshot Dwayne Minsky’s voice apolagiz- 
ing for cuddling with Mitzie. 

For her part, Mitzie is facing the fact 
that her husband Is bribing officials so 
the Die-Hards lose and facing invective 
from the owners when the team wins. 

Diane's new, nice attitude still has Capi- 
lano confused and babbling incoherently. Ty 
and team doctor Bueno Excellente talked 
about how all that is needed to have Diane 
committed and move majority ownership to 
Ty is a doctor's signature (Maybe Dr Bueno 
needs the money to afford all his girl- 
friends; he claims that with Diane's new 
personality it’s like adding one more.). 

While she looked resplendent in a 
flowing orange gown, bar owner Laurel 
Canyon’s garment had been donned to 
impress commentator Skeets ... who 
walked in to find Laurel laughing and 
touching the Chicago Blackhawks’ cap- 
tain. Needless to say, Skeets was bitter 
on PuckJive! ... spewing so much misdi- 
rected anger at the Blackhawks’ captain 
that Capilano had to stop the show. 


Skeets later beat the living hell ov 
Blackhawks’ captain while he wa 
Laurel the key to his house 

The team played well against Chi 
During second intermission, while | 
lano and Hogie washed each athe 
shower, Hogie broke the news he 
and Derrick had only praise for ¢! 
acting career, having seen him in hii 
for Wickerman Furniture and The 

Unfortunately, Capilano later too! 
to the testicles. Hogie and Minsky 
the team and were winning 4-0 wher 
sky picked a fight with the Blackh 
captain—which ended with Minsky 
scious. Hogie single-handedly 
game! ... after allowing it to become 

At the office later, Diane chews 
Mitzie, so Mitzie quit. Then she br 
news that Hogie’s going to LA. tv 
blamed his wife Cheryl, but then e\ 
found out that Dwayne Minsky v 
coma. So they were left holding ha! 
praying to the universe (Doris id° 
everyone was singing ... except Mit 
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Tegan Forbes's Unlikely Places form a topography of experience 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
here are always gaps in society 

—the haves versus the have- 

nots, played out in a thousand 
different privileges—but if culture 
keeps on its current track of informa- 
tion-driven, cumulative reference 
madness, there may be a day when 
the biggest chasm lies between the 
experienced and experience-nots. 

Think about the wholesale delivery 
and petty thievery of aesthetics on a 
quasi-social entity like MySpace, 
where you can browse people you 
admire and pick up all the signifiers of 
their identity—books, bands, films and 
even ideas that reflect their presum- 
ably experience-driven tastes—and 
drop them into your own profile. 
What happens when information 
becomes what's shared, rather than 
experienced? 

A similar thing happens with 
place—we visit or live in a dot ona 
map and internalize a set of experi- 
ences from interacting with that 
place. How do you communicate 
what has happened to you? Is there a 
difference between experience and 
knowledge? 

These are not necessarily the stated 
themes of Montréal-based artist 


Saturday, 10,February 2007 


Hellenic Hall (10450 116 Street) 
Doors: 7:00/Concert: 7:30/Dance 9:00 
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TO FEO 10 


RAW AND UNLIKELY PLACES 
BY TEGAN FORBES 
HARCOURT HOUSE (1021-12 STREEN 


Tegan Forbes, but they are certainly 
evoked by viewing Raw and Unlike- 
ly Places, a photography-based col- 
lection of works that explores the 
interaction of experience and location 
and how that affects a psyche. 

The metaphor Forbes uses in these 
series of works is near literal—she 
projects the intimate vistas of details 
of places onto her body by stepping 
into the path of the projection, and 
photographs herself as screen with a 
digital hand-held camera. Her practice 
includes other media and projects that 
derive from the same source material 
and themes; Raw and Unlikely Places 
consists of blown-up prints of these 
photos grouped within the space 

“I've been gathering some of this 
source material throughout my grad 
thesis preparation, although this par- 
ticular work is really new,” Forbes 
relates. “I had this huge vault of street 
art images that I'd collected from 
places I've visited and lived. | wanted 
a way to make them mine instead of 


Concert/Dance Tickets: $15/$12 Under 18 (concert only) 
Dance Only Tickets (available at the door after 8:30 pm): 
$5 (Womonspace Members) $10 (Non-members) 


Advance Tickets Available at: 


TIX on the Square 
EVM Members 


www.evmchoir.com # 780.479.2038 « sing@evmchon.com 


being a ‘documenter.’ I'd been experi- 
menting with projection, and putting 
it on my skin was a way of working 
with the imagery and re-experiencing 
it in my own way.” 


FORBES CONFESSES AN admiration for 


graffiti art and street interventions, 

“I like the idea of engaging anony- 
mously with the public,” she marvels 
"I've never been a ‘tagger’ or any- 
thing, but that someone has such an 
urge to create and put it out there for 
people to see, that it is ephemeral, 
that they are risking a big fine and 
their physical safety sometimes, just 
for the sheer delight of creating art 
" She trails off, suggesting that it 
should be perfectly obvious why this 
transient urban imagery should be 
sought out and captured. 

Not all of the pieces use imagery 
from the concrete jungles, however 
Forbes also used material from the 
concrete bunkers and warrens of the 
infamous WWII concentration camp, 
Buchenwald 

“[ was lucky enough to be on 
exchange to the Bauhaus University 
of Weimar, one of 15 international 
students invited to explore site-spe 
cific work,” Forbes explains. “It was 


with 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


hosted by 

Timothy J. Anderson 
dance music by 
Licorice Whip 


an eye-opener as to what site-speci- 
ficity means when you aren't con- 
nected to the site beforehand and as 
to our entitlement as travellers to 
comment on place 

“We visited Buchenwald, and | 
could not get it out of my mind. ‘How 
do | use Buchenwald?’ ‘Am I 
allowed?’ she continues. “So my 
entry point was the fact I'd been there 
and had compelling moments there. | 
was already projecting the graffiti 
onto my body, and thought, ‘what if?’” 

Far from the obvious artificiality of 
the riotous tags on her flesh, the con 
centration camp photos created 
much more realistic—and disturb- 
ing—features 

"Violent, grotesque, morbid—it 
looks like | had wounds and bruises,” 
she describes. Yet somehow, Forbes 
believes, the two families of source 
imagery work well together. “Combin 
ing the two completed each somehow 
for me. | came to them through expe- 
rience both ways.” 

She reflects, "The whole MySpace 
thing—'my’ ‘space’—like you ‘own’ it 
does referencing a real site say some- 
thing about the real site? Physical 
locations and the internet world, the 
terms cross over. Is a place the 
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images and media we're familiar 
with? It was not intentional, but I 
enjoy how the process ‘pixellates' it, 
and you can see the screen line and it 
looks like YouTube and flash videos. | 
enjoy that reference to media culture.” 

But Forbes remains true to the 
notion of internalizing a place as an 
experience, and manifesting that for 
others. 

“Areas we experience can be trans- 
lated,” she asserts. “It’s like creating 
biography through my intimate expe- 
riences of visiting, navigating and liv- 
ing in some places. And these places’ 
details, that get overlooked and 
avoided, can have a new voice.” w 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEB Ol. 


2. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) ie 
3. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
4. Joanna Newsom - Ys (drag city) 

5. The Good, The Bad & The Queen — S/T (parlophone) 
6. 

ig 

8. 

9. 


Various — Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 
Julie Doiron - Woke Mysetf Up (endearing) 
Loreena McKennitt - An Ancient Muse (quinlan) 
Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 
10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Harris - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.Clap Your Hands Say Yeah - Some Loud Thunder (cyh) 
12.The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
13.Albert Hammond Jr. — Yours To Keep (rough trade) 
14.Bob Dylan - Modem Times (columbia) ; 
15.Bom Ruffians - S/T (warp) 
16.AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
17. The Be Good Tanyas - Hello Love (nettwerk) 
18. Of Montreal — Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyvinyl) 
19. Chad VanGaalen — Skelliconnection (flemish eye) 
20. The Fratellis - Costello Music (drop the gun) 
21. Rob Crow — Living Well (temporary residense) 
22. TV On The Radio - Retum To Cookie Mountain (Interscope) _ 
23. Highwater Jug Band - S/T (hoodoo) : 
24, Isis - The Absence Of Truth (ipecac) 
25. Various — Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
26. Yusuf - Another Cup (atlantic) 
27.Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
28.Busdriver — RoadKillOvercoat (anti) 
29. Richard Buckner & Jon Langford - Sir Dark Invader Vs. The Fanglord (buried treasure) 
30. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 


YOUTH GROUP 


CASINO TWILIGHT DOGS 


Youth Group are one of the best- 
known “unknown” bands on 

the independent scene, 

after their cover of Alphaville’s 
“Forever Young” became a staple on 
The O.C. last spring these guy's have slowly been 

making to the ears of the right people. Casino Twilight Dogs is 
their second album so come in and buy it cause it's on sale. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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ALBERTA BALLET-DAMCING JOMI AMD OTHER WORKS Jubiice 
Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave (427-2760/451-8000) * A world-premiere 
contemporary ballet. choreography by Jean Grand-Maftre sat to the 
‘music of Joni Mitchell. including one of George Balanchine's greatest 
works Serenade set to Tchaikovsky's Serenade in C Major for String 
Orchestra © Fob. 16-17'* Tickets available at TicketMaster 


MILE ZERO DANCE-THE LOOK OF LOVE The Landing Pad 201-10973- 
101 St (424-1573) * Studio Series * Feb. 9-10 {8pm} © $10 (member). 
$12 (non-member) at the Landing Ped 


VIHOK WORLDANCE-ROMANY BLUES Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo 
Rd, Spruce Grove (962-8995) * A dance show using the dance and 
music of Gypsy cultures from India to Egypt. Hungary to Spain, Russia to 
‘Mocedonia to portray the trials and tribulations of life. love and identity 
in@n ever-changing world « Sat, Fab. 17 (7.30pm) * $20 (adult/$15 
{student/senior) available at Honzon Stage bax office, TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 17310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) FOR THE 
LOVE OF ART-VALENTINE’S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, 
canapes and champagne at the Agnes Bugora Gallery, the West End Gallery 
and the Front Gallery * Opening reception: Feb 8 (5-8pm) # Feb. 8-22 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 1015-106 St (480-6611) « 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed si! hols) * Feature Gallery: ALL 
ABOUT ALBERTA: until Mar. 31 * Diseewery Gallery: 2005 ALBERTA 
CRAFT AWARD RECIPIENTS* EXHIBITION. Artworks by the five recipi- 
‘ents of tho 2006 Alberta Craft Awards, until Fob. 17 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) 
Open Toe Wed Fri 10°30am-Bpmy Thu 10:30am-5pm; Sat-Sun 12em-5pm 
© CONTEMPORARY INUIT ART. film/video/drawing: ISUMA TO HAVE 
AN IDEA: presants @ survey exhibition of contemporary Inuit film and 
video by Iglosolit Isuma Productions, Canada’s first Inuit independent 
film production company, ASHOONA THIRD WAVE features new work 
by Shuvinai Ashoona, Sisssie Kenneally and Annie Pootoogook 
Ashoona Third Wave represents a tradition of art-making that spans 
three generations; until Feb, 19 FAR AND WIDE Alberta landscapes 
by Dovid Alexander and John Hartman; until Feb. 19 * THREE 
TRAVELLERS: Artworks by Edmonton artists, Scott Berry, Louis O'Coffey 
and Leo Wong: until Feb. 19. VISUAL THINKING: Margaret Brine 
Gallery: Drawings from tha U of A Graduate studios; until Feb, 25 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * FIGURATIVELY 
SPEAKING: Figurative studies by various avtists featuring classical 
female figures, oil on canvas by Oksang Zhalisko, Zholisko will be avail- 
able during this time to speak about her work and dedicate purchases 
porsonally * Fab. 8:17 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-9532) * Open every Thu 
{5-8pm) « WHEN CRYING ANDADIDS SLEEP SECRET DOORS ARE OPEN: 
Artworks by the Psychotic Robotic Art Collective, Chris Zaytsolf and Tristan 
MecCioliond © New work by the ArisHab residents © Until Feb. 22 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA (CAVA) 9103-95 Ave (461- 
3427) * Artworks by members * Until Feb, 7 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 1042-124 St (488-4445) * Open: Tue-Fri 
9:30-S30pm * Artworks on paper by Dorothy Knowles © Fab. 1-17 « 
Opening reception: Feb. 1 (5-7pmn) artist in attendance 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Ra (422- 
1402) * Open: Tue by appointment: WedsFri !Tam-S0pen., Sat Vam-4pm 
closed long weekends © COLLECTION 2005: Now artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION CEMTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University Extension Centre, 
8303-112 St (492-0168) © Open: Mon-Fri Bam-4pm * NEW DIREC: 
TIONS: Oil paintings by Jim Davies * Until Feb. 7 


FAB GALLERY in 1-1 Fino Arts Building, 192 St, B9 Ave (492-2081) « 
Open: Tuo-Fri 10amn-Spm, Sat 2-5pm * CENTRIFUGAL IDEAS FROM 
DIFFERENT CULTURES IN FRINT. Contemporery print-artists from around the 
world * Feb. 6-24 * Opening Reception: Thu, Feb 8 {7-10pm) 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * Various artworks by 
the Paint Spot staff * Feb. 2-28 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave * FOR THE LOVE OF ART-VALEN- 
TINE’S DAY EVENING. Artweorks, strawberries, canapes and champagne 
@1 the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End Gallery and the Front Gallery 
© Opening reception: Fab 8 (5-Bpm) * Fab. 822 


GALLERY AT MILMER-STANLEY A. MILWER LIBRARY Main Fi. Sir 
Winston Churehill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat Sam- 
6pm; Sun 1-5pm * A SEASON IN THE SUN: Oil paintings by Patricia 
Trudeau; Feb. 2-28 


GREY NUNS HOSPITAL Out Patient Room, 3015-62 St * Mon-Fri 
830am-4pm) * Artworks by students from the Anistic Statement 
Schoo! of Fine Ant * Unni Feb. 28 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (425-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 10sm-Spr 
‘Sot 12-4pm © ACTS OF VIOLENCE: DRAWING INA STATE OF EXCEPTION 
Interactive irestallation by Cisire MeLamery, unt! Feb. 10° Frost ecm 
RAW AND UNLIKELY PLACES: Artworks by Togan Fortes, until Fab. 10 « 
EWING Printwo'ks and multi-media works with video, parformance and 
electronic imaging ty Bonnie Baxter, Feb. 15Mae 31; opaning reception 
Thu, Feb. 15 (7-10pml, artist in attendance * Lecture by Bonnie Baxter at 
tho U of A on Feb. 13 and at Grant MacEwan College on Feb. 14 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 University Ave (433-5782) 
* Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm © MARTEL MAGIC Colourtul, abstract tand: 
Scape acrylic paintings by Paul Martel, until Feb. 1 © GALLERY ART WALK 
until Fob. 1 * AANTASTIC COMES IN FOUR Paintings by Joan Cheribers. 
Darlene Schacker, Carolyn Feir and Diane McPhee: Fob. 644ar 1; opening 
feception. Feb. 14 (6.30-9pmb Feb. 14 (7.30-8.30pm) 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-30 St (479-4224) Open Tue-Fn 
9.30an+5 30pm; Sat $30am4pm * Serigraphs by George Weber, water 
colours by Mymna Wilkinson and Glenda Beaver © (SOUTM) 7711-25 St 
(465-6171) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm, Sat 1Oam-Spm * Serigraphs by 
George Webs. artworks by Lorraine Oberg, Marion Barker, Carol Hama 
Chong, pottery by Nobory Kubo, ceramics by Heather Golienin, and 
works by the Alberta Oil Painters © Through February 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-1056 Si (423-5053) + Minin Spaesc (LOVE 
THE SHITTY Photographic works by S.8. Edwards: until Feb 10 # NO 
(SUCH) PLACE Painting and paperworks by Stophen Fisher: until Fab. 10 


LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Ars Centre, 590 Broadmnor Bivd. 
Sherwood Park (449-4443) © Open Sat 1Oam-Spm © Artworks by 
Audrey Josephson, Neil Horswill, Deanna Corrigan, Margaret Klappstein, 
Linda MeEachern, Loma Kemp, and Darlene Schacher 
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Until Msc 75. 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Piain (963-277) © Open Mon-Sat 1Dam-Apm. 
‘Sun 103m-6:30pm * Woven figunitive seulptures by Hae Hunter, and 
photographs by Jim Singbeif © Unol Feb. 20 


(MBGSTIK SCULPTURE STUDIO 37 Eristol Exeter, 51089 Range Food 
‘214, Sherwood Park (652-4160) ¢ Sculptures by Horst 0. open studio 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5-5 Anne Street. St Albert Place, St 
Albert (459-1528) # A BRIGHTER FUTURE THE GROWTH OF AGRICUL- 
TURE IM ST. ALBERT: Until Apr 8 


MIMA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stcilery Gollery, 9702-111 
‘ive (474-7611) » Open Mon-Fri 10am-230pm, Tus 6:30-830pm, Thu 6-Bpm 
* BIG ENOUGH DREAMS-A PHOTO EXHIBITION: Filmmaker Yeoone 
DuBourdiau presents 8 series of black and white photographs from the 
newly released book and documentary Big Enough Dreams, until Feb. 2 
NINE TO NINE AT NINA'S: New artworks by Nina Haggerty Centre artists: 
Fe. Mat. 8, opening reception with artists: Mat. 1 


5 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 12 Perron Street, St. Albert (450-4310) 
© Oper Tue-Sat (1Oem-Som), Thu (10sm-8pm) + CHAOS THEORY: 
Artworks by John Noestheden, Loanne Schachtel and Clint Wilsor until 
Mat 2 * Drop-in Art for the artist at heart: Feb B and 22 (7-Spmit $10 = 
AstVentures: Connect the Dots: Feb. 17 {1-4pmk $S/child (6-12yrs} 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 Si (488-3519) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm « 
WINTER GROUP SHOW. Featuring work by figurative ammst Oynithia Gaminer, 
landscape artist Gerald Faulder, abstract works by Harold Feist, sculptures 
‘by David Mitchell and ceramies by Ame Handley Until Feb. 6 


‘SMAP GALLERY 1 (209-97 St (473-1492) Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm * Large- 
scale prints, repetitive black and white haunting representations of 3 face 
by Polish artist Wiestaw Hatadaj © Unni! Feb, 24 


‘TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1)211-142 St (452-9100/451-3344) « 
Hurricane on the Bayou IMAX film; Mon-Wed: 3pm; Thu: 3pm, 7pm: Fri 
Spm. 7pm, 9pm: Sat Wm, Tpm, 3pm Spm, 7pm, Som, Sun/hols: 11am, 
1pm, 3pm. Spm, 7om * Wetlands demonstrations/presentationss with 
Ducks Unlimited: Sat, Feb. 3 © Severe Weather in Alberta presantations; 
Fab, 10 (afternoon and evening) 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 1419-82 Ave behind 
Sspphires (498-7978) * ALIVE AND WELL IN THE MIDST OF THE VOID: 
Paintings by Michael Schoenav; Feb. 9-Mar, 12: opening reception: Feb 9 
{7-Spm); also featuring other local artists 


VWAAA GALLERY 3rd F) Harcourt House, 10215-112 $1 (421-1731) © 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-tpmc Sat 12-4om * PATTERNS: Anworks by Ansgard 
Thomson and Doreen Mason * Until Feb. 17 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE {obby, 10322-43 five (432-7257) * Artin the 
Lablyy: Acrylics by Angelia Powell, in conjunction with Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses © Feb. 7-17, viewing one hour before curtain 


WEST EMD GALLERY 12208 Jasper Ave (483-4892) FOR THE LOVE OF 
ART-VALENTINE'S DAY EVENING: Anworks, strawberries, conapes and 
champagne at the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End Gallery and the Front 
Gallery * Opening reception; Feb. 8 {5-8pm) # Feb. 8-22 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9674-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story Slam: An opportu- 
nity for writers to share their work, explore their talents and shaw off © 
Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


LA BOHEME TANGO LOUNGE 6427-112 Ave * Intercourse: Love 
Poems and Other Chemical Imbalances: A Valentine's reading featuring 
Michael Gravel, Michael Appleby, Jocko Benoit, Patrick Pilarski, Kathy 
Fisher, Laurie MacFayden, Mandie Lopatka, Nicole Pakan, and Amy 
Willans * Feb. 7 (7pm) 


(CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Road * Poet's Ink Witing evenings 
every Sunday (7-9pm) except long weekends, holidays and summer months 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-64 Ave (499-2932) * TALES. monthly 
Storytelling Circle Toll stories or come 10 listan * Second Fri of each month 
{8-105} until June © $3 {first time free) * Feb. $ 


GRANT MucEWAM Contre for the Arts Campus, Rm 436, 10045-1056 
St * Canadian Authors Series: Reading by Brian Payton, author of 
Shadow of the Bear: Travels in Vanishing Wilderness (non-fiction) « 
Mon. Fab. 5\(2pm) * Free 


GREENWOODS' BOOKSHOPPE 7975-104 St (439-2005) * Guy Gavriel 
Kay reading and signing from his new novel Ysabel * Wed, Feb. 7 (7:30om) 


WULBERT'S CAFE 7501-115 St * The Olive Reading Series * 2nd Tue 
‘ach month * Featuring reading by poet Nduka Otiono, followed by an 
open-mic: Tue, Feb. 13 (om) 


WAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, and perfarm- 
ance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchmstre 
Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) # Story Cafe: 
TALES ® Fitst Thu of ea month, through to June (7-Spm} # $5 « 
TALE'S Frosh Starts— A Storytelling Café: Storytellers Dawn Blue, David 
Haas and Marie Anne McLean present a set of dynamics and engaging 
stories of Fresh Starts; followed by open mic for S-minute stories (told, 
not read) * Groundhogs and Other Tails: With storytellers Jennie Frost, 
Petar Jarvis, and Billy Joe Laboucan as they present 3 set of dynamics 
‘and engaging stories; Thu, Feb. 1 (7-Spm) 


STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (437- 
7736) * Living. Laughing and Loving: Concert featuring Marie Anne 
McLean, Stephanie Benger, Dsvid Haas. and Renee Englot, tellers from 
the Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling (TALES) © Fri, Feb. 16 
(7:30pm) * $16 available at TIX on the Square. door 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909:85 Avo * Siroil of Poets Poets’ Haven: 
Reading series is an opportunity for poetry enthusiasts to enjoy poatry 
in an intimate caté setting every Mon night. through to Mar {7-Spm) © 
$5 (door, incl. coffee, tea and postry) © Amy Willens, Sherrilyn Jahrig. 
Gerald St. Maur, Hal Cashman: Feb. 5 © Jenny Frost, Gary Garrison. 
flon Kurt, Michelle Lambert: Feb. 12 


LIVE COMEDY 


‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gatoveey Boulevard (489-4999) * Thu 
(8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sar{Spn), $20: Sat (10:30pm), $20 * 

Evory Wed (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday, $5 © Bob Angeli; Feb. 1-3 
Jon Charles: Feb. 8-10 * Oavin Rosenblatt: Feb. 15-17 


THE COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon Si. WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5999) « 
Open: nightly Spm, Fri Bpm and 10:30pm, Sat Bpm and 10:30pm, Sun 
Som * Barry Kennedy, unt Feb. 4 * David Acer Feb. 2-11 © Kyle 
Cease; Feb. 14-18 


HORIZON STAGE 100) Calahoo Rd. Spruce Grove (962-8995) * The 
Amazing Keskin (mentalist/theatre) * Sun, Feb. 11 (7.30pm) * $20 
fadult|/$15 (student/senior) available at Horizon Stage box offre, 
TicketMaster 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE 10233-104 St * Kokanee Contady Battle hosted by 
Kathloon McGeo featuring local and touring comics every Thu {9:30pml; 
$3 {door) 


SOUTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 2821-109 St (470-1757/453- 
S380) © Raising the Roof with Laughter Christian Humour performance 
of Les (Gutenberg) Stahike, Concordia Concert Chair (directed by Or. 
John), Hooper Belles in Harmony * Sat, Feb. 3 (7pm) * $15 {adv) at TIX 
‘on the Square; $20 (door) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET | onvionderry Mall (481-2857) « 
Open: Wed-Tho 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30p¢n © Wed Get Your Yut's, 
professional comady might: $5 ¢ Sun: Industry Night $10 © The Great 
Canadian Laugh Off; every Wednesday night beginning Feb. 7, with the 
finals on Feb. 28 © The Battle of Alberta ... Comics: Kevin Megrath, 


world of Wonderland © Sun, Feb. 18 © $24 ladult/Si6 (crus 
under) ayeilable at Festival Place box office, TicketMasto: 


THE CUINK Torrens Centre for the Arts, U of A Campus (420. >= 
227\) © By Stephen Jeffreys. presented by Studio Thestre. dj... 
Sandra Nicholls, designed by Tata Tuviera * A theatrical “tou 
Set in 17th century London, Elizabeth is in the throes of das 
‘alchemist is mixing his powders, Lucious Bodkin, an atternstv. 
en, thinks he's about to hit the big time, 8 ts Jon Stewart. 
hopes. But in this world, 2 duel fought with words can be fs:5) « 
8-17 (8pm), $5 Preview. Wed, Feb. 7. Pre-Show Talk Tuesday 
{7:1Spmi, Matinee: Tho, Feb. 15 (12:30 pm. no show Su: 
Opening Night: $20 (adultl/$12 (seniorl/$8 (student Wooken 
$18 {adutt}/$10 (senior/$8 {studenth, Weekdays: $15 faduir) $10 
Torl/$8 (student), Thu Matinee: $10 {adult\/$10 {seniorl/$8 (1,4 
{Wed preview) available at TIX on the Square, Timens Centre, 
Arts box office one hour prior to the performance 


THE CONSTANT WIFE Citadel Shoctor Thastre, 9528-1014 
1820) * Social comedy by Somerset Maugham, Starring Fiona F 
Douglas Beattie. Rules are the basis of society and it i: y 
fesponsibility to follow them. except for Constance Middle 
‘Story twists and tums, so do Constance Middleton's plans 
Mar. 4 © Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre bar olf 


(CRAZY FOR YOU Jobo L Heat Theatre. 1005-155 S¢ a 
MacEwan Theatre Arts and Theatre Production preserrt thee “re 
musical, an updated adaptation of the Gershwin hit Girt Crary 
Choreography recrwated for this production by MacEwan Cincy » 
Feb 3 (Spm) © $13 fadult}/$8 {student/senior) at TIX on the 


DIE-WASTY Varscoms Theatre, 10379-83 Ave (449-0555) « « 
live, improvised soap opera © Every Mon to the end ot 
Die-Nasty's 500th episode is on Man, Feb. 12 (8pmi. it prom 

most romantic episode ever * Tickets available at ths door [7prn) 


FOLUES John |. Haar Theatre, 1045-155 St (420-1757) « » 
Cert presented by Leave it to Jane Theatre * Feb. 10 (apn), f 
and 8pm) * $15 available at TIX on the Square 


FRIDA IC Citadel Rice Theatre, 9878-101A Ave (425-1820) « 9, 
Montero, directed by Peter Hinton, starring Allegra Fulton * A: 
for the opening of her first solo exhibition in Mexico, 44. 
‘examines her life and her reasons for psiriting. She cs uneer 
hensive about how she and her work will be recened * Fe 
‘Syailsble at the Citadel Theatre box office 


THE FROG PRINCE Horizon Stage, 100) Calahoo Rd. Spruce 6 
(862-8995) * Family theatre that teaches acceptance and th: 
tance of friendship * Sat, Feb. 10 12pm) * $10 available at 
‘Stage box office, TicketMaster 


‘THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS OWI Mayfield Dinner Theatre (i-11y 
© By Will Marks and Joe Hams featuring the music of the Si: a: 
"BOs © Until Feb. 18 © $54-$89 


HOCKEY MOM, HOCKEY DAD The Rory (453-244) + By Mictaol 
presented by Theatre Network © Oppositns attract as two single c 
‘meet while watching their sons play minor leagun hockey * Feb 

4» Tickets available at Roxy Theatre bax office 


HOUSE OF CATS Varscona Theatre (433-5399, Voice box #)/421 
Comedy by Cathleen Rootsaert, presanted by Teatro La Quindicina + 
Jess bylaw officer investigates a highly concentrated feline prese 
bungalow shared by two sisters and leams that in certain circum 
lines separating what's obsessive. what's crazy, and what's just 
can be blurred * Feb, 15-Mar 3 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat mati 
(edulti/$17 {student/senior/Equity); Tue evenings and Sat mr: 
17: Pay-What-You-Can; Sat matinees Feb. 24 and Mar 3 $10. Two fe 
Night: Fri, Feb. 17 © Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


JEREMY FISHER PCL Stage TransAlta Arts Bars. 10930-84 Ay 
Stanley A Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill S. 
* Concrete Theatre * An old fishing couple are surprised wath 
af @ sweet young son but quickly come to realise he's different 
19 (2:30pm), Feb, 23 {2pm}, Feb. 24 (2pm and 7pm), Mar. 2 (?p-n) 
Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre * Feb 16 (7pm). Feb. 17 (2¢ 
7pmn) at PCL Stage © $16 {adulti/$12 (student/senior)/$8 (child 
available at TIX on the Square, door 


KINGRISHER DAYS Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Biv (420 
Covenant Theatre prasents this tender, funrry and magical adv 
Susan Coyne Suitable for children ages 7 and up * Until Feb. 3 (1 
Sun 8pm; Sat matinees 2pm) © $15 at TIX on the Square door, $45 | 
matinee family rate, family of four, $7 each additional cto'd) 


LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES Wa)terdisie Playnouse 100. 
(439-2845) © Just in time for Valentine’s Day. the sexy adapta 
scandalous novel by Choderlos de Lacio is guaranteed to stoan up 
Playhouse and melt the winter ice away. Set in pre-Aevaluvon 
Liasons traces the affairs and machinations of two < 
aristocrats as they make love and war * Feb, 7-17 (Tuo-S 
mat: 2pm) * $12-$16 available at TIX on the Square 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEETLES Jc. 
Dinner Theatre. 8882-170 Streot WEM 484-2424) « Uno! Apr 


PRUME TIME Varscona Theatre (448-0695) * Rapid Fire Thestve © 
Foaturing Rapid Fire hits, Theatresports and CHIMPROY * Fee 8 
$10 (door) © Prime Time will be followed by regular late-rec 
of Theatresports (11pm Fri} and CHIMPROV {1 Ton Sat} 


PROGRESS AND PROCRASTINATION /'C Ho!), Transits & 
10330:B4 Ave (420-1757) ® System Thostre presents the stv 
crew of landscape construction workers who are urwer pve 
plete @ project on time but can't find a way to get past 
such a5 drug abuse and the absurdity of their task~to build a d 
client's basement ¢ Until Feb. 3 (Bpm), Sat. Feb, 2 * $16 fe 
(student/sanior) at TIX on the Square, door 


SEXY LAUNDRY Verscona Theatre, 10929-83 Ave (420-1757) * 
Shadow Theetre, ty Michele Rimi * Armed with # copy of Sex 
Dummies, Alice and Henry check into a trendy hota! with a 
jumpstart their 25-year marriage. Will Alice and Henry sunive 
of their relationship...oc even this weekend? * Unni Feb. 4 [bp 
‘Sun (2pm) * $21.20 (adult Fri/Sat nights//$18.02 (student/se" 
Fri/Sat nights)/$16.96 (adult, weaknights/matineas/$13 78 
{student/senior, weeknights/matinees|/$21.20 loponing mghtl/S 
(preview!; Tuesdays: Two-For-Dne. Saturday Matinees: Pay W's 
Can (door) * Advance tickets avaiteble at TIX on the Square 


‘THE SKINNY LIE TransAlta Arts Barns Westbury Twente 10° 
‘Ave (448-9000) © By Michele Pinal, produced by Gress Thun 
[Vancouver], presented by Fringe Theatre For Young People * 
five student, Jessie Carrara will do anything to took perfect. & 
getting out of contro Recommended for ages 7+ ce Gracies < 
16-25 (Sat-Sun matinee. 2pm: Fri night: Tpm} © $15.51 faculth’S 
(student/senior//$10.70 (child) 


TWO SMALL BODIES Red Strap Markt, 10305 97 St 1451-17 
Thostre © The boundaries of victim and aggressor are Uiarred 

intense, sexually chorged drame © Until Feb. 3 (Tue-Sat Bom. Se 
$13 (weekdays/Sun matines\$16 (Fr-Sat naghnts} 2t TEC.on the S 


UNE LUNE DEAD SALEE (SALT WATER MOON) |.» C= 
8527 rue Menie-Anne-Gaboury, 91 Suet, 420-1757, 1869 
Romantic comedy by David French, translation by Antone Me 
Girected by Daniel Cournoyer presented by UUeithelee * Ayore 
woman's scorn for her long-absent lover, who has retarned © 7" 

Feb. 8-11, 15-18 (Bpmk Matinees. February 11, 18 at Zom # 

brunch, school matinee: February 16 trunch Tam show 125 
fedukV/$15 (student: brunch and schools shows call 469-8400 
at the door or in advance at UUniThéstre 469-8900 and TH. one > 
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» eke out an honest 

ya|-Mart leaves many of its American 
mployees on MedicAid; managers 
ularly cheat Wal-Mart workers out 
¢ overtime; offshore sweatshop 
orkers are underpaid and brutally 
verworked. The cost has slashed 
tire communities Wal-Mart has 
ressured municipalities to set up 
sop and even subsidize their Sugar 
addy replacements of old, local 
jom and Pop stores. 

This side of the multinational bor- 
er, Wal-Town: The Movie picks up 
here Greenwald's rallying cry left 
-with protesters hitting store by 
lanned store, hoping to link up 
gainst the chain (many communities, 
articularly in the US, have been 
ceeping the Waltons’ empire oul). 
Ezra and five others, as Wal-Town 
backed by the Montréal group uber- 


ulture collective and the UFCW 


mnion), strike out on cross-Canada 
consciousnesseraising trips in 2004 


In the old days of cable, it 


joined Netflix last week, and ironically 
the first Netflix DVD | watched was a 
to the kind of business 


The film in question was Z Channel: A 
one. ' Obsessio sso ke 


DOC 


FA, FED 2, SUN, BEB 4 (7PM) 
W 


AL-TOWN: THE MOVIE 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY SERGED KIRBY 
STARRING WAL-TOWN ATISTS & 

YOUR LOCAL WAL-MART 
METRO CEMA SB 


and 2005. (They're coming back into 
town, with the film, this weekend.) 
But the group's attempts at culture 
jamming—the idea, mastered by the 
Yes Men, of turning corporations’ lan- 
guage against them—seem insipid. 
There are only glimpses of the group's 
activism, which, on the second tour, 
becomes street theatre at best and, at 


Two decades before the DVD revolution 
{and a few years before even the VHS rev- 
olution got aff the ground), Z Channel was 
presenting directors’ cuts of titles like The 
Wild Bunch, 1900, Heaven's Gate and 
Once Upon a Time in America and taking 
care to show even trashy B-movies in the 
proper aspect ratio. The station was such 
a sensation that a thriving black market in 
bootleg Z Channel videotapes sprang up 
among LA movie nuts unlucky enough to 
live outside their broadcast zone. 

Alexander Payne tells Cassavetes he 
still has hundreds of those tapes in his col- 
lection, and Quentin Tarantino has a hilari- 
ous moment where he recalls how angry 
he was at a friend who taped Samuel 
Fuller's Dead Pigeon on Beethoven Street 
for him but didn't record Park Row as well. 


THE MASTERMIND BEHIND 2 Channel was 
a workaholic programmer named Jerry Har- 
vey. Harvey started out with ambitions of 
becoming a scriptwriter (he co-wrote the 
grungy post-Leone Western China 9 Liberty 
37), but Z Channel turned out to be a much 
better fit for his obsessive energies and his 


worst, a hot-dog-barbecue/pamphlet- 
handout that makes the TV news for 
the group to laugh at. 


SERGEO KIRBY'S CHRONICLING of the 


trip lapses into a tragicomically hip 
cross-country cruise, with the gang 
taking a swim, musing on strategy 
over a campfire, unable to counter 
two hosers’ inane response (if Wal- 
Mart is everywhere, it must be good!), 
or merely offering cheerful questions 
to a few customers heading into their 
local megaSmiley. And there's a sub- 
plot about an embedded journalist 
more bozo than gonzo—he's 


equipped with condoms, a bong and 
naive musings about objectivity. 

The road-trip snapshots, moments 
of Kumbaya activism, and so-so inter- 
views (including Andy Wells, notori- 
ous blatherskite mayor of St John’s) 
nearly stall Wal-Town. It’s the pop-up 
factoids and passing shots that raise 
key questions. 

Why is Wal-Mart allowed to amass 
consumer information about us in a 
database twice as large as the inter- 
net? Why do cheerful Canuck cus 
tomers suddenly seem so anxious 
around the polite protesters, con- 
cerned about confrontation, being 


activists rollback through town 


accused? Why do we only think of con- 
sumer choice as being about our right 
to buy what we want? Child-labour 
products, bought politicians, full-timers 
working 28-hour work weeks for 
peanuts as managers make more than 
$180 000 a year and the company pulls 
in billion-dollar profits ... Where's the 
public outrage? The consumer boy- 
cotts? The media coverage? 

Is Wal-Mart an easy, big-as-Bush 
target? The Wal-Towners hit Stratford, 
where the small-business, historic 
downtown hasn't been “donuted.” But 
they don’t mention that Stratford’s old 
core is still intact because of a mass- 
marketed, tourist-trap theatre festival 
that is the town’s economic engine, 
racing just ahead of the non-Wally 
megamarts on the outskirts. And not 
just Edmonton, but downtowns all 
over the country have been gutted by 
strip malls, highest-bidder town halls 
and abysmal city planning long before 
Wal-Mart came 

Wal-Town: The Movie's “What I Did 
This Summer’ activism doesn’t make 
these complex issues hit home. Too 
often we see how tired and disillu- 
sioned or upbeat and hopeful the Wal- 
Towners are on their tour 

And that’s where the film misses 
the point—it's the Wal-Mart floor- 
treaders and overseas factory-work- 
ers who are truly suffering, and if the 
movie and its messengers are forget- 
ting that, then it’s even easier for the 
citizen/consumer to sell out. v 


was easy to catch some Z Channel 


encyclopedic film knowledge. 

Harvey seems to have been a true rari- 
ty: a film lover with genuinely original, 
personal taste. So many film bloggers— 
even the ones who pride themselves on 
their “offbeat,” “culty” tastes—all turn 
out to share the same, numbingly pre- 
dictable touchstones: Apocalypse Now, 
Blade Runner, Seven, Trainspotting, Pulp 
Fiction, Star Wars. 

Not Jerry Harvey. Cassavetes incorpo- 
rates dozens of tantalizing clips of classic 
Z Channel movies into her documentary, 
and | was stunned by how many of these 
titles were completely unfamiliar to me: 
Le Magnifique, a 1973 spy spoof starring 
Jean-Paul Belmondo; Overlord, a striking- 
ly photographed low-budget 1975 war 
movie from director Stuart Cooper, The 
Moon's Our Home, a screwball comedy 
from 1936 starring Margaret Sullavan and 
Henry Fonda; Something of Value, an 
anti-apartheid melodrama from 1957 (!) 
with Sidney Poitier and Rock Hudson (1!); 
The Main Thing Is to Love, an influential 
romantic drama directed by Andrzej 
Zulawski that barely played US theatres 


FILM 


upon its original release 

We'll probably never know how many 
viewers were drawn to Z Channel 
because of their interest in international 
cinema and how many just wanted to see 
all the racy Laura Antonelli movies that 
made up much of the station's late-night 
programming, but the frank way in which 
Harvey's favourite directors handled sub- 
jects like sex and nudity probably didn't 
hurt Z Channel's subscriber base. A Mag- 
nificent Obsession revived my own fond 
memories of the early days of pay-TV—I 
was 13 or 14, and spent many hours 
watching scrambled movies on Super 
channel, waiting for those moments when 
the picture would stabilize long enough to 
give me a few precious seconds of green- 
and-purple-tinted female nudity. 

What keeps A Magnificent Obsession 
from being simply another exercise in nos- 
talgia for ‘70s moviemaking (along the lines 
of A Decade Under the Influence, which 
was also produced by the Independent Film 
Channel) is the story's horrifying, violent 
conclusion: in 1988, Harvey shot his wife 
(apparently with a pistol that Sam Peckin- 


pah once gave to him) and then turned the 
gun on himself. Z Channel, increasingly 
unable to compete with HBO, Cinemax end 
Showtime, not to mention home video, 
went out of business not long after 
Watching A Magnificent Obsession is 
an unsettling experience for any moviego- 
er—Harvey battled psychological prob- 
lems all his life, but you can’t help but 
wonder if all those hours he spent in 
darkened screening rooms watching all 
those dreamlike fantasy images play out 
before his eyes did his brain any favours. 
| was reminded of that line from Wonder 
Boys where Michael Chabon says some- 
thing similar about writing—how being 
inside your own head for such an unnatu- 
ral length of time can eventually give you 
what he calls “the midnight disease.” 
That may be nothing but pseudoscience 
and speculation, but I'll tell you one thing: 
by the time Cassavetes's film was over, | 
sat there alone on my couch, feeling tired 
and square-eyed from another night of 
movie-watching. | didn’t know whether to 
add a dozen movies to my Netflix queue or 
cancel the damned service altogether. w 
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_ Peace reigns under Bougainville Sky 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


ack in the late ‘90s, the resi- 
dents of Bougainville Island 


were embroiled in — = 

a civil war with the gov- r 
ernment of PapauNew \ 
Guinea. sen 

Throughout the ‘70s sss 
and ‘80s, landowners around the 
Bougainville copper mine wanted 
their government to review mine 
policies-on land use to no avail. In 
late 1988, an environmental impact 
report was released, and the picture 
it painted was not pretty. 


The report compelled some angry _ 


residents to sabotage the power to 
the mine, and, after failed talks, a 
campaign to slowly destroy the mine 
and its equipment ensued. 

The government, which gained 40 
per cent of its annual revenue from 
the mine, sent in the army to sup- 
press the activists by setting up road 
blocks and check points and pillag- 
ing the villages, and what began as a 
landowners’ dispute became a war 
of independence. 

By the mid-’90s, many residents had 
had enough and took steps towards 
building peace. Women of this matri- 
lineal society staged marches and 
urged the men to put down their guns. 
Then they took the unprecedented 
move of calling for international 
peacekeepers, but with a caveat. 

They could not be armed. 

Bougainville Sky briefly retraces 
some of the island's recent history 


se | ON 05 (7P) 

<= | BOUGAINVILLE SKY 

ex. | DIRECTED BY NICKAGAFONOFF 

STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, § BY DONATION 
through the eyes of Bougainvillians and 
Aussie peacekeeper Iain “Fred” Smith. 


SMITH, A SINGER/SONGWRITER, soon 
realized that Bougainvillians were big 
on music and that he had the ability 
to build relationships through song. 
Learning the language and folk tunes, 
the self-effacing Australian spent 
much of his time on the island talking 
to people and listening to their stories. 
He also had a popular radio program 
and recorded Songs of Peace with the 
Bulmakau Band, made up of Smith 
and well-known island musicians. 
While Smith's story is indeed com- 


pelling, and unendingly hopeful, 
telling it unfortunately comes at the 
cost of finding out more about the five, 
six years of weaponless peacekeeping. 

I mean, I know that those two 
words shouldn't seem like such an 
unlikely pair, that it seems like 
peacekeeping should always be done 
without weapons, but, sadly, this is a 
milestone in the history of war and 
peace. And I wanted more nuts and 
bolts information: how did the gov- 
ernment respond to the international 
force? is the island striving to be an 
independent nation? did they get rid 
of the mine? why or why not? 

Now, don’t get me wrong, because 
I enjoyed the film. Director Nick Aga- 
fonoff’s documentary is inspiring, 
and Smith’s character wonderfully 
illustrates what one person can 
accomplish if open to humanity. w 
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Move over Spielborg 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


es Borg is getting awfully 
damn sick of excuses. “I 
suspect that people have 


the gear to make short films but 
don’t really have a reason to. That 
sort of, ‘Yeah, we had an idea, but ... 
* thing,” explains Borg, puffing on the 
end of a cigarette in one of FAVA's 
cavemous treative rooms. 

“Well, fucking smoke a fatty, 
make it, cut it together, give it to me 
and maybe you'll get 70 bucks and a 
pat on the back and you'll be a star 
for a night.” 

Borg’s supplied reason for creating 
a short film is his newest idea, 
MetroTV. Loosely based on the wildly 


popular LA project Channel 101, it’s a © 


fairly simple premise. Shoot a film no 
longer than five minutes in length. 
Give it to Borg (specifically, drop it off 
at the FAVA building care of, ahem, 
Wesley Spielborg). Then, he’ll show it 
at the soon-to-be monthly MetroTV 
screenings. Once shown, the audi- 
ence in attendance puts it to a vote: if 
they like your short, you're commis- 
sioned to make another one for next 
month's screening; if not, come back 
again anyway with a new idea, 


AS BORG EXPLAINS, the main idea is 


to give Edmonton filmmakers, 
whether aspiring or veteran, a dead- 
line crunch to get their asses in gear 
and some live encouragement, to 
help burst the bubble filmmakers can 
find themselves in. 


=H; | SHOWING SAT FEB 10 Pu 
M 


| ON DEADLINE WED, F 
= MEAD CEMA WED, FEB7 


“The hope is that being to 


‘stuff is good will light a fire .,,.. 


ass of creative people to keep ... 


" stuff,” Borg explains, crushin, 


cigarette. “We don't need to -, 
age creativity so much as {. 
finishing. People are creatiy; 
really need to harness it ang | 
and tur it into a live respons 
“As a filmmaker, you almo: 
get to see your audience__, 


lucky if you ever get Sereene;_.., 


think the live element wi|| 
give it that energy of Theatres 
or live wrestling or a rock concey 
around short films.” : 


all 


Borg hopes that the event \ijj ;,.), 


nurture something of a comn 
like the aforementioned Th- 
ports, of people who are 
excited about short film, whethe, 
making or watching (after 
needs someone to vote on them 
“IT want there to be a comr 
here; I want people to be ma 
short, funny films. | used :- 
cowriters, and they went. 
Toronto and got famous, or ¢ 
production, and it's like, ‘fu 
explains. “If it exists in Edmor 
this will draw it out, if it 
exist—well, fuck it, I'll leave 
because I hate working alone 


You've got to fight 
for your right to write 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 

ever being one to watch, let 
Nee follow, much reality 

television, when | heard 
about Book Television’s reality ver- 
sion of the 3-Day Novel Contest 
(airing over the next eight weeks), I 
somehow got it into my head that 
the whole affair would the antithesis 
to the genre. 

After all, as lovely a bunch as they 
may be, novelists—and the act of 
writing—aren’t nearly as “sexy” as 
beautiful young tribe members get- 
ting mucky in their beachwear. 

But I've been wrong before, and in 
this case, | was wrong on both counts. 
Not only does the show have all of the 
familiar earmarks of this schoo! of tel- 
evision—swooping cameras, daunting 
music, lightening quick cuts, confes- 
sionals and inane contestant chal- 
lenges—but also it's damn compelling. 

While the 3-Day Novel Contest has 
been around since the late ‘70s and 
while its attracted a certain number 
of exhibitionist writers (setting them- 
selves up in storefronts), this is the 
first time the contest has been com- 
peted in this way. : 

Twelve writers from across the 
country (including several past and 
present Vue writers—a point of 
pride?) were set up in a Southside 
Chapters to tap, tap, tap away at their 
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= | 3-DAY NOVEL CONTES’ 
coc | BY BODKTELEVISION | 
| BOOKTELEVISION.COM/SDAY ASPX 
writing. They were filmed and 
at by customers. Given the usu 
tary nature of writing, it ha: 
little weird for all involved 

Now, maybe I'm putting | 
thought into it, and maybe my 
tion stems from the fact tha 
every editor is a closet novelis\ 
seems to me that if televis: 
make the act of creating art (0 
just regurgitating it, a la Ame" 
Canadian Idol) something ente' 
ing to watch, maybe not all is ! 

Sure, like many reality show 
of the magnetism stems from \ 
ing to see some series me d 
and tantrums. But the idea th 
are writers, who likely couldn 
the urge to string sentences 0! P’ 
es together if their life depen’ 
it, seems to add gravitas. 1's 
about pretending ta give up 
act out some kind of punishmen 
is about heart and soul, abou! 
through a 72-hour labour 

And I think that alone mig! 
vert—albeit skeptically and 0") 
the next eight weeks—some 


units 


scious reality TV non-watchers. ¥ 
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1d-gun action (and hunky 


Reynolds) keep movie Smokin’ 


NATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 


hile the notion of the “guy 


movie” has 

become as irrel- 

evant and archaic as the 
“women’s film,” perhaps 
better suited to Supersta- THSISOK 
tion movie marathon advertisements 
than an arts weekly, there is nonethe- 
less some of the genre's classical 

essence contained in the expression. 
A fellow could fill several volumes 

pf an academic journal in proving 
“such a thesis, following the stream of 
films by Sam Peckinpah, John McTier- 
nan and Robert Rodriguez; Joe Car- 
nahan proves himself eager to join 
this lineage with Smokin’ Aces, an 
overwhelmingly detonative jam of 
bullets and blood, even able to propel 
a testosterone level like mine into 
the red zone. Mind you, | was utterly 
exhausted by the time it was through. 
So here’s the rundown: two FBI 
agents, Carruthers and Messner (Ray 
Liotta and Ryan Reynolds, the latter 
also possibly responsible for my fluc- 
tuating hormones) are assigned to nab 


“Vegas star and mobster wannabe, 
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<O | STARRING BEN AFFLECK JASON BATEMAN, 
COMMON, ANDY GARCIA 


Buddy Israel Jeremy Piven), who may 
just be their lead snitch in capturing a 
cryptic Mafia boss. 


But wait, an open million-dollar 
call is shouted out across the land 
for any hitman who can nail Israel 
before the Feds get him, but on one 
condition: they bring back his heart. 
Suddenly, a stream of moderately 
recognizable entertainment faces as 
mercenaries and cohorts pours over 
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Remember how you hated it when 
someone said, Because I Said So? 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE sherry@vueweokly.com 


his romantic comedy is an 
example of why 
chick flicks have 


gotten such a bad name. 
Daphne Wilder (Diane 

eaton) is a meddling, TRS SRS 
supposedly loveable mother who is 
trying to find her only unmarried 
daughter a husband in this recycled 
story about mothers, daughters and 
weddings. 

Described by its producers as a 
test of the fierce dynamics of the 
mother-daughter relationship, what 
Because I Said So really tests is its 
viewers’ tolerance for frustratingly 
predictable attempts at humour, 
which consist mainly of worn out 
gags like people who trip and fall, 
sometimes while carrying cakes. 

It's almost embarrassing to watch 
Keaton overstate her role as the 
overbearing mother of three beauti- 
ful adult daughters played by Mandy 
Moore (Millie), Lauren Graham 


Scotia Place, Towel 
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BECAUSE | SAID SO 
DIRECTED BY MICHAEL LEHMANN 
WRITTEN BY HAREN LEGH HOPKINS 
JESSIENELSON 

STARRING DIANE KEATON MANDY MOORE 
LAUREN GRAHAM PIPER PERABO 


(Maggie) and Piper Perabo (Mae), a 
trio who do all that’s humanly possi- 
ble to rescue Keaton from the 
inevitable doom resulting from bad 
acting and an even worse script 

As a result of Daphne's secret 
matchmaking, Millie meets two 
attractive young men, Jason (Tom 
Everett Scott), and Johnny (Gabriel 
Macht), each of whom is convinced 
that Millie is right for him. Unknown 
to one another, Millie—who's klutzy 
and laughs like a hyena—begins dat- 
ing both guys 


JASON, A SOPHISTICATED, weatthy 


architect (naturally Mom's first 
choice) gets angry at Millie when 


COMEDY 


the nm 
ures, 


she breaks his dead grandmother's 
irreplaceable antique candelabra 
Later when she breaks John’s $2 
plate, the not-so-wealthy musician 
doesn’t bat an eye over the incident 
and wins Millie’s heart. 

When she learns that both beaus 
are in her life courtesy of Mom and 
an online dating service, she’s furi- 
ous, but the melodramatic violins 
begin to play, so she inexplicably 
forgives Mom. 

There is a wedding eventually, but 
it’s not Millie's. Another cake falls, 
landing on somebody's head as this 
movie, which does the same, ends. 

The only surprise was that while 
this movie seemed to last for ever, it 
was actually only one hour and 40 
minutes long. It was as dreary as its 
dim, gloomy lighting—more suited 
for a horror story than a comedy. 

Someday, somebody will produce 
an intelligent romantic comedy 
again. Until then, time will pass as 
slowly as it did during this movie. v 
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Cliché love story exploits 
the tragedies of Partition 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 


t the close of WWII, Gian 
A Singh (imi Mistry) 
resigns from his 
career in Her Majesty's ¢ 
military to return to a pas- 
carat Metteiauly cerca THS SUCKS 
life in his childhood Indian village. 

India’s independence, however, 
pulls the horrifying violence Gian 
witnessed on foreign battlefields into 
his idyllic homeland, as animosities 
between Hindus and Muslims boil 
over into massacres along the new 
India-Pakistan border. 

Naseem (Kristen Kreuk) survives 
one such massacre and is discovered 
like some wounded animal by Gian 
in the woods near his village. Gian’s 
decision to protect—and fall in love 
with-—his trembling, glassy-eyed 
foundling brings out the religious 
intolerance of his own friends and 
neighbours, and circumstances push 
toward a Romeo and Juliet drama of 
romance threatened, bullied and torn 
asunder by a diaspora without pity. 

From the title on down, Partition 
doesn’t so much strain metaphor as 
strangle it. The division between 
peoples, places, religions, ideologies 
and lovers are milked into submis- 
sion by director Vic Sarin and co- 
scenarist Patricia Finn, who seem 
less interested in illuminating history 
than exploiting it for the nurturing of 
thematic transparency. 

(The only other film of Sarin’s I've 
seen is Left Behind, the hugely suc- 
cessful—with Christians—drama 
about The Rapture. Let’s just say that 
Sarin doesn’t approach politically 
charged period pieces with any more 
subtlety than he did the end of the 
world.) 
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Partition probably depends a lot on 
your own sense of tolerance—; 
cliché, that is. The rendering o; 
characters as types, the heavily 
telegraphed use of war flashbacks 
to make Gian’s inner torment a: 
explicit as possible and the relent 
lessly dramaturged balance of 
obstacles and triumphs that line 
Partition tax patience a lot more 
than imagination. 

Images like that of Naseem danc 
ing in the rain make the coming lov 
scene, aflow with cheesy dissolve: 
and unravelling turbans, fee! drearily 
inevitable. Top this all off with 
redundant voiceover and TV-movic 
score and you might get a sense 
Partition's leaden tone. 

There's a scene in Partition wher 
Gian and Naseem have a picnic 
Naseem spreads her wares upon |! 
earth, Gian talks about how the: 
only one food he doesn’t like 
squash. And wouldn't you know | 
every single dish Naseem made { 
lunch contains squash! But love, 
learn, is stronger than squash, if no' 
quite stronger than the tragic cur 
rents of history. 

Partition finally ends on a sobe: 
note, as though a shot of devastating 
loss might offset that bland taste in 
your mouth. Had Partition committed 
to closely exploring the real cons« 
quences of such loss rather than 
using it as a dramatically convenien 
Capper, we might have had some 
thing more substantial than this 
didactic fable. w 
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There's a whole lot of non-acting going on in Bujalski’s latest 


gal Appreciation, 


Andrew Bujalski’s 

; second feature, 
opens with two friends 
prostrate—and fully a 
clothed—on a bed ina 
prooklyn apartment, caught mid-way 
in a sleepy, pretty incidental sounding 
conversation about a vegetarian. 

Alan (justin Rice, of real life 
indie band Bishop Allen) has just 
arrived from Boston following the 
preak up of his band. Ellie (Rachel 
Clift), with her no fuss bob, works for 
a newspaper and goes out with Alan's 
old pal Lawrence (Bujalski), Every- 
body appears to be somewhere in 
their late 20s, educated and more or 
less amiable. 

This first scene sets the tone, by all 
outward indications inarticulate, unas- 
suming and—quite literally—laid back. 
Yet a closer look reveals the composi- 
tions as exacting in the way they 
frame uneasy physical boundaries. 

The non-actors are engaged in 
some neatly pared down flights of 
inspired non-acting. And most impor- 
tantly, each scene—with just enough 
exceptions to keep things loose— 
seems to end at exactly the right time, 
a moment of indecision, for example, 
or one when some ongoing joke has 
gone on far enough, or on a suspi- 
ciously pointed non sequitur. The 
result, while not precisely riveting, 
makes for a gradually disarming and 
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well-honed naturalism that’s basically 
unlike anything we're accustomed to 
seeing in the movies. 


BUJALSKI'S DEBUT Funny Ha Ha 


played the Edmonton Film Fest back 
in 2002, but it wasn’t until 2005 that it 
got discovered by a number of enthu- 
siastic New York critics. A sort of criti- 
cal battle over Bujalski’s antecedents 
ensued, with interesting comparisons 
drawn primarily between Bujalski and 
either John Cassavetes or Eric 
Rohmer. Both of these innovative 
filmmakers have clearly provided 
Bujalski with elements of his particu- 
lar schema (Bujalski’s way of letting 
moments of squirm-inducing discom- 
fort just play themselves out before 
the fixed camera will probably remind 
you of Cassavetes even if you've only 
ever seen one Cassavetes movie). But 
neither will prepare viewers for the 
almost sui generis sort of behavioral 
observation that I think Bujalski has 
seized upon. 

Funny Ha Ha and Mutual Apprecia- 
tion were both made for peanuts by 
industry standards, both shot—quite 
handsomely in black and white in the 


COMEDY 


- ite 
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case of the latter—on 16mm. Both 
convey not-quite-romantic fumbling 
and general 20-something emotional 
avoidance in a style that—exactly like 
the characters—is somehow simulta- 
neously frustratingly passive and qui 
etly ruthless. 

Alan doesn't “put out signals” as he 
himself explains, but women—OK, 
there are at least two of them—dig 
him. Maybe it’s the bad posture, 
potential rock star thing. Maybe it’s 
that he’s so emotionally guarded that 
it’s weirdly alluring. Whatever the 
case, Bujalski’s most striking 
moments arise when he traps Alan in 


www. iyspace.com/epicmovie 


a room with a self-elected maybe- 
sort-of-lover, letting the camera just 
hang out at just the right angle while 
the awkward, rigorously non-commit- 
tal negotiations ensue 

(Awkwardness isn’t just limited to 
romantic encounters, either; Bujalski 
also subjects viewers to conversations 
between musicians about sensibility, 
which, believe me, can be difficult to 
listen to.) 

As you may have guessed, not a lot 
happens here. Relationships stay 
undefined, aspirations remain aspira 
tions, sentences don’t even get fin 
ished most of the time. But there’s this 


to www.cineplex.com, www.empiretheatres.com 
or www.tribute.ca for locations and showtimes. 


moment in Mutual Appreciation when 
Alan just strokes a woman’s arm that 
reflects back at the viewer a kind of 
intimate electricity that filmmakers 
never seem to get, and part of the 
reason they never get it is because 
they simply don’t allow it to happen, 
sometimes because they're too busy 
trying to evoke that same electricity in, 
the camerawork 

However you slice it, Bujalski’s all 
about letting it happen, which for 
some viewers will translate as inter- 
minable, and for others a revelation in 
recognizing a rare species of emo- 
tional truth on screen. v 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com —= 
hey say imitation is the highest — EPIC MOVIE 
re ts ne S| WRITER & DIRECTED B JASON FRLEDBERG 
: : 2 | AARON SELIZEA 
highest form of laziness. STARRING KAL PENN, ADAM CAMPBELL. 


Epic Movie is a swift and 

shoddy parody from “two of TEInS, 
the six writers of Scary Movie’—a 
tagline they used with Date Movie, too. 

It's supposed to make you laugh 
and want to see the movie, but it’s 
actually indicative of how even the 
Wayans brothers have decided to 
move on. 

Four estranged orphans—Lucy 
(Vlayma Mays), Edward (Kal Penn), 
Peter (Adam Campbell) and Susan 
(Faune A Chambers)—are reunited in 
a chocolate factory after discovering 
golden tickets. Together they stumble 
through the sets of The Da Vinci Code, 
Harry Potter, X-Men, and Nacho Libre 
to the land of Gnarnia. Once there, 
they must destroy Evil White Bitch 
(Jennifer Coolidge, aka Stifler’s mom), 
the murderer of their parents. White 
Bitch always has a midget by her side 
because the world needs more 
midget jokes. 

There is nothing more to say about 
the story or characters. When it came 
to casting, on their list of priorities was 
lookalikes first, talent second, as is the 


case with Jayma Mays, hired only on ~ 


the basis that she looks and sounds 
like Anna Faris of the Scary Movie 
fame. (You know you're in trouble 
when Anna Faris is above your movie.) 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


INTERNATIONAL 
Fil FESTIVAL 


THE WORLDS HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 


NIGHTLY 7:00 AND 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


mart re 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


JENNIFER COOLIDGE CRISPIN GLOVER 


REGARDING THE SCRIPT, 1 imagine they 
began with a list of movies to parody, 
then haphazardly plotted a story 
around it. 

Epic Movie is misleading in two 
ways. First, it’s built on the pretense 
of biting back epic films that are long 
and dwindling on the same majestic 
clichés. But what is so epic about 
Snakes on a Plane or Nacho Libre? | 
don’t even think either was successful 
enough to earn the worth of parody. 
And how did the time-altering TV 
controller from Click find its way into 
this movie? 

Second, it spends as much time 
parodying hip hop and pop culture as 
it does its muse. On top of that, albeit 
pasted together with haste, the Borat 
and K-Fed jokes are two months too 
old, qualifying on a Nov ‘06 episode of 
The Tonight Show, or maybe ina 
bong-circle where “I’m Rick James, 
bitch!” can still inspire laughter. 

I remember when Scary Movie was 
released, and it was cathartic to see 
all those trite teen-slashers get their 
comeuppance. It was a monster 
stomping and smashing movie stu- 


SMOKIN" ACES 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34 


the screen like a torn-open sack of 
nightcrawlers—from Ben Affleck to 


Alicia Keys to an underused but- 


scene-stealing Jason Bateman. 

While a drugged-out Israel hides 
and slowly turns into a bag of shit in a 
Lake Tahoe penthouse suite, the 
hunters gather around the base of the 
hotel with hopes of hooking his sorry 
ass: It’s Snatch, Ocean's Eleven, and 
It's a Mad Mad Mad Mad World, as 
well as a pretty good time. 


NORMALLY THIS KIND OF THING wouta 


irritate me, especially because it fol- 
lows in a tired vein of overstylized 
Tarantino/ Guy Ritchie knockoffs. But 
it’s also a rather charismatic effort, 
containing several signs that Carna- 
han might be able to extend himself 
beyond the genre's conventions and, 
you know, say something. 

At the centre of some flimsy char- 


: Ruetneat Guy aad TAXES! 
Bill Samoil gives a tree lac- 


» ture on the ins and outs of 


=) aS an artist 


De: into@fava.ca 


) cost: FREE! 


f is oné Epic me ess 


dios. They even turned a penis ini, 
deadly weapon—nothing was sacrec 

Epic Movie has obvious timidit, 
Much is sacred for the sake of a pc 
13 rating. They shave the f-words 
the MPAA maximum, making “/'; 
tired of these goddamn snakes on th 
goddamn plane?” an embarrassmei 

But does any of this matter? Ep 
Movie has already reached number o 
at the box office and made over $ 
million. While these movies deserve 
straight-to-DVD release, it will not b 
until the male 18 to 24 demographic 
wises up that Friedberg and Seltze; 
will stop regurgitating this annual par 

I hope that their next venture j 
Parody Movie. w 


acters and a muddled plot, there 
some interesting conflicts, fram 
compositions and changes of pace ij 
the narrative. In’one scene, a burned 
out Israel silently contemplates his 
fate in front of a bathroom mirrc 
while putting in some contact len 
it’s a colorful, intimate moment that 
recharges the audience right before 
another intense shoot-em-u; 
sequence. In part, it expresses thal 
both Piven and Carnahan had go 


-intentions in portraying a characte 


with substance, even if Israel does 
completely emerge for us. 

Not until the last 15 minutes 4 
Smokin’ Aces completely fall shor! 
with an unnecessary plot twist and 
few heavy-handed strokes of 
masculine drama on behal! 
Reynolds. At this point, the film she 
crocodile tears for all the violer 
that’s preceded, and it tries to redeen 
itself in a Traffic-style momen 
redemption. It doesn’t work 

And yes, Alicia Keys can act. F 
better than Madonna! w 


FAVA is a NOT-FOR- PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE FO FOR 2 INDEPENDENT MEDIA ARTISTS. 


P: 780.429.1671 


FILM 


W: WWW.FAVA.CA 


E: INFO@FAVA.CA 


A Read Sherry Dawn 
on page 34. 


j A documentary by 
Smith about the first suc- 

ed peacekeeping mission 
pua New Guinea island of 


il Kristen Stewart, 
jan McDermott and Penelope Ann 
Willer star in Re-eycle directors Oxide 
ang Chun and Danny Pang's horror 
about a family that starts to notice dis- 
turb bet: changes in themselves after they 


e to a rundown farm. 


APPRECIATION Justin Rice, 
ache! Clift and Andrew Bujalski star in 
Hiny Ha Ha di rector Bujalski's comedy 


about a mu 
‘for another in 
manner of en 


who leaves one band 
only to find himself in 
lements. Read Josef 
‘on page 35. ZEIDLER HALL, THE 
SUM, FEB 4(9 PM); SAT, FEB 3 (7 PIM); 
‘MOH, ist 897M) 


PARTITION Jimi Mistry, Kristin Kreuk 
and Neve Campbell star in Love on the 
Side director Vic Sarin’s drama about a 
Hindu man who falls in love with a Mus- 
lim young woman during the upheaval 

of 1947. Read Josef Braun's review on 


page 4. 
Wal ee A documentary 


a | 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


BLOOD DIAMOND (1 4A. wolenoe. canebing 
content) Daily 00 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS 
(PG) Fit Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12; 3633-99 St, 463-5481. 


BORAT (144. coarse language. sexcual content 
‘(rude content, not recommended for chikiren) 
Sat Sun 14:10; Oaity 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:30, 
9:35, Fri Sat late show 11:00 


HAPPILY N’EVER AFTER (G) Sat Sun 11.05: 
Dally 1:05, 3:05, 5°10, 7.15; Kids Kabin Fever: 
1:05 


THE GOOD GERMAN (144. coarse language) 
Sat Sun 11:15; Daily 1:55, 4:40, 7:95, 9:55, Fa 
Sal late show 12:10. 


VOLVER (144, mature theres) Daily 1:15, 4:10, 
6:50, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 11:50. 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommensied for 
young children) Dally 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri 
Sat late show 12.00 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144) Daily 12:50, 
4,00, 7:25; Fri Sat late show 11:00 


‘STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sal Sun 
14:30; Daily 2:00, 4:35, 7:05, 9:50; Fri Sat lato 
show 12:15 


WE ARE MARSHALL (9G) Daily 1.20, 4:05, 
6:55, 9:35; Fri Sal late show 12:05 


FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS [144 gory scenes) 
Dally 1-15, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; Fri Sat late show 
11:55 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat Sun 11:25; Daily 1:40, 
SS, 7:10, 9:30; Fri Sat late show 11:40 


DEJA Vu (144) Sat Sun 10:50: Daily 1:25, 4:05, 
6:45, 9:35; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Daty 1:30, 4 15, 7:00, 
#40 


OPEN SEASON (6) Sat Sun 11:00, Daily 1.10, 
310, &:05 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144, coarse lan 
guage. mature themes) Sat Sun 10:55, Daily 
1:35, 4:25, 7:20, 9:45; Fri Sat late show 12,00 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
BORAT (14A. conse language, sexual content 
Gude content, not recommended tor children) 


Sat Sun 11:05; Daily 1:25, 3:20, 9:16, 7:90, 
8:46) Fri Sat lato show 11:50 


VOLVER (14, matures thernes) Sat Sun 11:10; 
Daily 1:40, 4:35, 7:10, 9:55; Fri Sat tute show 
12:15 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended tor 
young children) Sat Sun 10:50; Deity 1:30, 4:10, 
7:25, 10:00; Fri Sat lata show 12:25 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sal Sun 11.25 
Daily 1:55, 4:25, 7:05; Kkts Kabin Fever: 1:55 


THE GOOD GERMAN (144, coarse languace) 
‘Sat Sun 11:20 Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:25, 10:05; Fn 
Sal late show 12:20 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144. comrse or 
quage. maitre themes) Gat Sun 11/85; Dety 
210, 4:45 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14.4) Deity 1:00, 4:20, 
7:45; Fri Sat tate show 17:05 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 120, 4.05, 
6:50, 920; Fir Sat tale show 12:05 


‘STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Sut Sun 
11:80; Daily 2.00, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50, Fo Sat tate 
how 12:15 


FLUSHED AWAY (3) Sal Sun 11:00, Diey 1:05, 
B10, 510, 7-15, 0:15; Fri Sat tate show V 10 


DEJA.VU (14A) Sat Sun 10:55; Dandy 1:25, 4:15, 
7:00, 9:40; Fri Sat late show 32.10 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (5) Dowty 7.05, 
420, 7:40, 9:50, Fe Sat latagnow 31:55 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Daily 1:15, 4.25, 7.05. 
a5, Fo Sat ate show 12-10 


OPEN SEASON ((5) Sat Sun 11-15: Duty 1:10. 
3:15, 505 


[CITY CENTRES 
9200-102 Ave 421-7020 


SMOKIN’ ACES (BA, gory scenes, brutai vio 
Jence! Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10-00 


PAN’S LABYRINTH (14), brut wolence, nor 
ted for s 
Oaty 12:50 2:50, 6:50, 9:50 


LITTLE CHILDREN (184, eaxe! content) Divty 
12:20, %20, 6:30, 940 


THE MESSENGERS (1 4A. trightoriing scenes) 
Qaty 1:20, 4:20, 7-20. 10:05 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144, mature hemes, 
Coarse language) Oey 1.10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:25 


DREAMGIRLS (FG, coarse language. mature 
thames) Daty 12:50, 3.30, £35, 935. 


‘THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND [6A gory 
scenes) Daly 1240, 340, 640, G0 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Day 1:00, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (1:4. gory scenes 
Subtitle) Daly 12:16. 3:15, 620, 20 


REVIEW 
4211-139 Avo. 472-7600 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (14A. bruta! wolence, not 
Tecommented for chiktren) Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:30, 
7:00, 9:35; Mon- Mu 4:30, 7:00, 9:35 


THE MESSENGERS (14/. frightening scenes: 
Fri-Sun 12:45, 2:50, §:00, 7:10..9:15; Mon-Thu 
§:00, 7:10, 9:15 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (14A) Fri-Sun 1:40, 5:10, 
7:45, 8:50; Mori-Thu 5:10, 7:45, 9:60 . 


‘SMOKIN’ ACES (184. gory scenes, brutal vic 
lence) Fri-Sun 1:20, 3:45, 6:50, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
50, 9:25, 4:15 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:00, 5:10, 
7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:30, 9:55 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom 
monded for young ehildron) Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:40, 
7:20, 9:45; Mon-Thy 4:40, 7:20, 9:45 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daly 
6:45, 9:20 


BABEL (144, mature (hemos, Nol recommended 
for ohildren) Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:95, 6:30, 0:25, 
Mon Thu 6:30, 9:25, 3:40 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE [1 4A) Fri-Sun 2:00, 
4:20, 6:40, 9:00; Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:40, 9:00 


CHARLOTTE’S WEB ((3) Fri-Sun 2:10. 
Mon-Thu 4:25 


THE DEPARTED (184. coarse language, vio 
tence) Daity 800 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri-Sun 1:90, 4:10; Mon-Thu 
4:10 


GALAXY: RWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE MESSENGERS (1 4A, !/ightaning scenes) 
Fri 5:05, 7:40, 10:05; Sat-Sun Thu 12:30, 2:55, 
5:05, 7:40, 10,05; Mon-Wed 7:40, 10:05 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (14A) Fri 3:35, 6:25, 9:15: 
Sat-Sun Thy 12:50, 2:35, 625, 9:15; Mon-Wed 
625, 9:16 


SMOKIN’ ACES (| 64 gory scenes. brutst vo 
lence) Fit 2:30, 7:15, 10:00, Sat-Sun Thu 1235, 
2:40, 7:16, 10:00; Mon-Wed 7:15, 10:00 


EPIC MOVIE (144) Fri 5:10, 7:30, 9:50) Sat-Sun 
Thu 12:20, 2:40, 6:10, 7:30, 9:50; MorrWed 
TD, 950 


CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, saul! content 
Not recommended for young chédren) Fi 345, 
6:40, 0:40, Sat-Sun Thu 12:45, 3:45, 6:40, 9:40 
Mon-Wed 6:40, 9:40 


THE QUEEN (PG) Duty 7°10, 9:30 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (9) Fr 5:00, 
Sat-Sun Thu 12.28, 2:45, 9.00 


BABEL (140, matum Momes, nut recommended 
for ctddiren) Fri 3:25, 0.30, 9.45; Sat-Sun Tho 
12-15, 3:25, 630, O45; Mon-Wed 6:20, 945 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, nol recor 
mended tor young craidenn) Fri 4:00, 6:45, 92%, 
Sat-Sun Thy 1:10, 4:00, 6:45, 9:25: Mon-Wed 
6:45, 9:25 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PO) 0 5.40 
6/50, 9:35; Sat-Sun Thy 12:40, 9:40, 6:50, 936; 
Man-Wed 6:50, 8:35 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14/, violence, ciemurbing 
content) Fri-Gun Thu 2:80, 7:00, 9:55: Mon Wed 
7.00, 955 


HAPPY FEET (G) Sot-Sun Thu 1255 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
THE WORLD7S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 
(PG) Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 2:00 


4:25; 


GATEWAY 8 


2950 Galgory Trail, 436-6977 


THE PAINTED VEIL (PG. not recormmentied for 
ehikiren) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
250, 7:05, 245 


THE DEPARTED (184. coarse language, vio 
fence, subtitled) Day 7:25 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144, mature themes, 
coarse languagel Fri Mon-Thu 7:15, 0:60; Sat 
Sun 1:50, 4:05, 7.15, 9:50 


‘SALAAM E ISHQ: A TRIBUTE TO LOVE (PG. 
subtitled) Fn Mon-Thu 6:15, 848; SabSun 2:00. 
&15, 845 


THE QUEEN (PG) Pri Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:20; Sat 
1940, 4:00, 6:50, 9:20; Sun 1m40, G60, 9:20 


MISS POTTER (6) Fri Mon-Thu @:20: Sat-Sun 
1.30, 3:40, 630 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE (! 4A) (mity 10.06 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (1), gory 
soenes) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, $40; Sat-Sun 1:25, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:40 


GURU (PG, subltitied) Fr Mon-Thu 7.30; Sat-Sun, 
1:00, 4:20, 7:30 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:30 


GRAN THEATRE 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Daily 12:40, 7:16 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (/°G, not moor 
mended for young children) Daily 4:00, 510 


ALPHA DOG (18A, coarse language) Daily 9:25 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (14A) Daily 12:55, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G3) Daly 2:05 

EPIC MOVIE (144) Daily 1:15, 2:45, 4:20, 5:55, 
7:30, 9:10 

HAPPY FEET (() Daily 1:00, 5:05 

THE QUEEN (F'"3) Daily 2:10, 7-20, 0:15 


THE MESSENGER (14. Frightoning Sane) 
Daily 1590, 3:90, &30, 7:25, 9:20 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St. Leduc, 986-2728 
THE QUEEN (PG) Daily 7.00, 9:15 


THE MESSENGERS (1 4A. Irightening scenes) 


Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 2:20 
BLOOD DIAMOND [14A, violono#, disturbing 


content) Dally 6:50, 9:20; Sat Sun 12:50, 3:90 


HAPPILY N’ EVER AFTER (6) 
a] 


Sat-Sun 1:00, 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Daily 05, 910. 
1:05, 8:10 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 
Qate of insur only: Tha, Feb, 1 


CATCH AND RELEASE (F%3, soxval content 
not recommended for young chadtrr 
700 


Sat-Sun 


Thy &55, 


EPIC MOVIE [14A) Thu P10 998 


DREAMGIRLS (PG. coarse language, rature 
themes) Thu 6:50 #:10 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PO. 
mended for young children) Thu 7:00 


sol recom: 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Thu 08 
THE QUEEN (PG) Thu 7:05 


THE HITCHER (184. gory soones) Thu 9:20 


MAGIC LANTERN -SPRUCE GRO’ 
205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2432 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (75) Deity 
100, @ 15; Sat Sun 1:00 315 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 


WALTOWN: THE FILM (PG OOARSE LAN 
GUAGE) Fri Sun 7:00: 


MUTUAL APPRECIATION S10) fr Sun Mon 
G00, Sat Mes 7.00 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS ((5) Fri 5:10, 790, 
250, Sat-Sun 12-30, 2:45, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50; 
Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:50 


THE HOLIDAY (PG. not recomended for chil 


dren) Ft Mon-Thu 6:40, 925; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
945, 640, 2.25 


BORAT (144. coarse language, sean! content 
Crude Conten!, nol recommended for clvkiren) Fri 
§:00, 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:85, 2:50, 00, 
700, 0:20; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20 


FLUSHED AWAY (Gi) Fr 4:50, 7:10, 9:10; Sat 
Son 12:35, 240, 4.50, 7:10, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
10, 910 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (/XG) Fri 4.90. 
7-20, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:90, 7:20, 9:45; Mon. 
Tha 720, 9.45 


THE PRESTIGE (1 4A) Daily 645, 9:90. 


OPEN SEASON (G3) Fri 4:40; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
2-25, 440 


DEJA VU (14A) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40, Sat-Sun 
1,00, 3:80, 680, 940 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (14). conres tan 
quage, matu 


themes) Fri Mon-Thu 6°30, 9:35. 
2:40, 6:30, 9:35 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231.137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (1 4A) Fri: Mon Wed Thu 
1,00, 4,00, 6:55, 9:20, Tue 4:00, 6:55, 9:20 Star 


Sat-Sun 12: 


and Strollers Serening: Tue 1:00 


THE MESSENGERS (140. frightening scores) 
Daily 12°50, 3:10, 6:20, 8:00, 10:40 


BABEL (1998, PG, fnghtening scenes) Daity 
12-20, 340, 6:50, 9:65 
SMOKIN' ACES (184, gory scenes, brutal vio- 


tence) Daily 2:00, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30 


EPIC MOVIE (144) Daily 1/10, 9:20, 5:30, 8:10, 
10°35 


CATCH AND RELEASE (P 
not resommended for young children) Dally 1:45, 
4:50, 7:30, 10:15 


xual content, 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (144. brutal violeno®, not 
rocammanded for children) 
1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10.20 


subtitled) Dally 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (4A, Gory soones) 
Daily 12:80, 3:80, 6:30, 9:30 


ALPHA DOG (184, coarse language) Daily 1:40, 
10:05 


STOMP THE YAAD (/ 
10, 5:00, 7:40, 10.28 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES ((3) Daily 
ye40 


CHILOREN OF MEN (144 


cosree language 


Mokenee) Qaily 4:20, 7:15 

DREAMGIALS ()"), conrse yo, Mature 

themes) Fr 412.40, 2:45, 6:40, 9,40; Thu 

12:40, 3:45, 9:46 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (P5, not recom 

mended for yours) children) Cally 1:60, 40, 
15, 10:15 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS [/°) Daily 


1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 1000 


BLOOD DIAMOND () 4A, violor« 
content) Daily 260, 7:00, 10:10 


Yeturbeng 
HAPPY FEET (3) Daily 12:45 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728. 
VENUS (144, comme language muture thernes) 
Diary 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 2:30 


PARTITION (144, violence) Daily 6:50, 9°10, Sat 
Sun 200 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


THE MESSENGERS |! 44. Inghierwrg & 
Cigital) Day 12045, 


$20, 7.15, 950 


SMOKIN’ ACES (158A, gory scenes, Brutal vio 


lance, Digtal Oaily 12:30, 3:26, 6:45, 9:30 


CATCH AND RELEASE | 
nol mecommnendéd for young chadren, Digital) 
Daily 1:00, 3:45, 7:10, 10:00 


sexu content, 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG, Digital) 
Dally 12:40, 4:00, 7:00, &:50 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPE- 
RIENCE (PG. not recommended for young chil 
Gran, Digital IMAXQ Daly 2:35, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20 


HAPPY FEET: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (G, 
Digital MAX) Daity 12:00 i 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG. not recom: 
mended for young children, Digit) Fit-Tus 
12:15, 220, 7:05, 9:45; Wed-Thu 12:15, 320 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (144, brutal volence, nol 


FEBRUARY 1 ~ FEBRUARY 7, 2007 


recommended for children, Digital) Daily 12:20, 
3:10, 6:20, 9:25 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (14A, Digital) Daly 12:50 
$40, 7.20, 10:05 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing 
content, Digital) Daily 12:00, 3:15, 6-50, 10:15 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G, Diota) 
Daily 12:10, 2:25 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE [1 4A. Digital 
450, 7:90, 10:20 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children, Digital) Fri-Tue Thu 12 
6:55, 9:40; Wed 12-35, 3:35, 9:40 


35, 3:35, 


CHILDREN OF MEN (14A, coarse language 
violenes, Digital) Dally 4:40, 7:15 


ALPHA DOG (184, coarse language, Digital) 
Daily 12:00, 10:10 


CASINO ROYALE (144, 
12:05, 9:40, 6:40, 9:55 


Violenes, Digital) Daily 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 


THE MESSENGERS (1 4A, trightening scenes) 


Dally 12:00, 2:40, 5:00, 7:50, 10:40 


BECAUSE I SAID SO (1 4A) Daily 12:50, 3:30, 
4:40, 9:20 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144 malure themes, 


Soars language) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Daily 12:45, 3:00, 5:30, 
hea, 10:15 


SMOKIN! ACES (184, gory scenes, brutal vio 
Jeno) Dally 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 8:10, 10:45 
CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, sexual content 
Nol recommended for young chik ) Fre- Mon 
Wed-Thu 1:15, 4:00, 7:00, 0:45; Tue 4:00, 7:00, 


0:45 Star and Strollers Seroening: Tue 1:00 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (144, brutal violence. not 

recommended for children) , , subtitled) Osi 

1:00, 2:80, 6:45, 9:40 

ALPHA DOG (18A, cours® language) Fri-Wod 
), 8:15, 8:00, 10:45; Thu 2:30, 10:45 


STOMP THE YARD (('G, 
10, 448 


arse language) Dally 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Daily 
12:16 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG. 


Thu 1:10, 4:18, 7:20, 


saree lenquage. 
Yolenca) Fri-Tue 10:15 


Wed 1:10, 4:15, 10:18 


CHILDREN OF MEN (144 
a) Dally 1:90, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50 


wrse language, 


viokon 


DREAMGIALS (PG, coarse language, mature 


thernes) Dally 12-30, 3:20, 6:30, 9:30 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recor 
mended for young ohikdren) Daity 1-50, 4:40, 


7:20, 10:10 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daily 
1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence disturbing 
content) Daily 3:45, 7:15, 10:20 

CASINO ROYALE (14A. viclence) Dally 12:20, 
¥:40, 6:50, 10:00 

HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 12:40 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave, Grout Rd, 455-8725 
THE DEPARTED (185A. 


Fri 


arse tanguage, Vic 


tence Thu }; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:10, 


THE QUEEN (PG) | 


Bun 1:45, 4: 


Thu 6:55, 9:20; Sat 


VOLVER (1 4A. mature tnerne: 
MoneThu 6:45, 9:16; 


subtitied) Fri 
Sat-Sun 1245.-4:00, 64S, 


9:15 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144 mature themes, 


coarse language) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:35; Sat 


Sun 1:20, 3:50, 7:10, 9:35 
(1). 780-352-3922 


THE QUEEN (/°G) Dally 7:00, 9:15 


THE MESSENGERS (14. Ingfitening scenes) 


Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse language, 
violence) Daity 6:55, 9:5; Sat'Sun 12:59, 3:20 


HAPPILY N* EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 1:00, 


3:15 


EPIC MOVIE (14A) Daily 7: 
1:05, 3:10 


05, 9:10; Sat-Sun 


wuseweexy 937 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 
t takes a lot of promises to get 
I elected, so by its nature, 
politics both attracts 
and breeds opportunists. 
Successful politicians not 
only need charisma, but Tia 
they also need the ability to milk situa- 
tions to their own advantage. 

Lord Acton probably said it best 
back in 1887, when he wrote, “Power 
tends to corrupt, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely. Great men are 
almost always bad men.” 

Because our history—both ancient 
and recent—is teeming with examples 
of this truism, Acton wasn’t the first to 
make this observation, and he cer- 
tainly wasn’t the last. 

For instance, Willie Stark—the cata- 
lyst for some good and much bad in 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel and 
Oscar-winning film All the King’s 
Men—was based on Huey Long, a 
Louisiana governor and senator from 
1928 - 35 who espoused ideals about 
redistribution of wealth and public 
universities but who ruled with a 
tyrant’s grip. 

Winning the Oscar for his portrayal 
of Stark in 1949, Broderick Crawford 
captures the nuance of the role with 
magnifying glass acumen. Taking 
Stark from rookie to seasoned glad- 
hander believably is no easy task. 

In the film’s opening, Stark is an 
honest country bumpkin with a pen- 
chant for decrying the corruption of 
the local politicians. He loves his wife, 
has taken in an orphan, doesn’t drink 
and successfully studies to become a 
lawyer at night. 

Despite his fiery convictions, he is 
still a neophyte in the political sphere, 


rings u 
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3 | ROYALALBERTA MUSEUM, $5 

and his first run at the governor's seat 
is lost. But somewhere along the way 
he discovers that certain something 
inside that it takes to win. 

In the process, he picks up some 
pretty nasty habits and ways of deal- 
ing with people—from drinking and 
womanizing to some serious and 
questionable backroom deal-making— 
and the audience is with him every 
step of the way. Like some of the char- 
acters in the film, we find it difficult to 
let go of our initial perception of the 
man as honest and forthright. 

The story brings into focus ques- 
tions about these invisible and muta- 
ble moral lines we set for ourselves 
and our society. Where does regular 
political practice end and corruption 
really begin? What inevitable and 
regular improprieties do we ignore 
all the time for being minor? Will 
these be a gateway to inexcusable 
ones? Is a tyrannical leader OK if he 
or she is bringing about things like 
accessible health care and post-sec- 
ondary education? 

These, of course, are questions we 
need to revisit regularly, as time pass- 
es and different power-hungry figures 
fade or come into focus. 


AND WE'LL HAVE eight different 
opportunities to do just that with 
Edmonton Film Society’s winter pro- 
gram, The Power and the Prize. 
Now, there can be no cinematic 


IT Ss 


I¥ 


investigations of the power theme 
without mention of Orson Welles’s fea- 
ture-directing debut, the 1941 classic 
Citizen Kane (or, indeed, of Welles, 
himself) playing in a month (Mar 5). 

Like All the King’s Men, Citizen Kane 
delves into the corrupting aspect of 
power. Loosely based on the life of 
newspaper tycoon William Randolph 
Hearst—but you'll be excused for also 
seeing similarities between Kane 
(played by Welles) and Howard Hugh- 
es (who Leonardo DiCaprio portrayed 
in Aviator)—Citizen Kane details the 
rise and demise of an outspoken 
newspaper man whose ascent to the 
top included increased paranoia and 
disconnection from friends. 

The thing is, whether merely per- 
ceived or not, gaining power general- 
ly means two things: people either 
want something from you or they 
think you're an egomaniac for think- 
ing that way about them. And in this 


€ mighty morphin’ power rangers 


narrow worldview, there’s nothing to 
do but eat or be eaten. 

This kind of fight for life is the tense 
backdrop for 1941’s The Little Foxes 
(Feb 12). Starring Bette Davis, who 
often manages to exude sly purpose 
in her roles, Little Foxes tells the story 
of a ruthless and refined Southern 
woman who will stop at nothing to 
gain wealth and power—even if it 
means using her daughter as a pawn 
or stabbing her siblings in the back. 
Nothing is ever as it seems. 

Which brings us to Elia Kazan's 
1957 A Face in the Crowd. Starring 
Andy Griffith (in a role vastly different 
than his more affable television char- 
acters), Patricia Neal and Walter 
Matheau, Kazan’s film investigates a 
different kind of power—one that 
allows unseen puppetmasters to cre- 
ate narratives through television. 

Petty thug Larry “Lonesome” 
Rhodes (Griffith) attracts the attention 


of a radio host, then a televisi, 
tion and then advertisers be, u 
his downhome and crude wit 5 
ally, he lands his own varie. j 
and becomes an eerie omen jn, h 
age of television evangelis;, , 
infomercials in his illustration , 
given the right medium, a 
can win the hearts of gullible vicy, 

What many of the films in this jew. | 
series seem to be telling us is tha 
when we begin to wonder ab 
state of our world—embro)! 
power struggles and wars—there aye 
already many narratives out ¢! 
look to for answers. She Wore o ye 
low Ribbon (Feb 26) with Joh; 
Wayne, for example, looks 
American Civil War officer's desir; 
walk away from the bat 
because of what he has see 
where the war is headed 

And if man’s man John Wayt 
be reflective, well, anybody can. w 
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Meadows pushes up brilliant daisies in Dead Man’s Shoes 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
n some backroom in the import 
| warehouse of Britfilms, 

many dusty shelves 
away from the latest Leighs, 

Loaches, and Winterbot- 
toms, lies Shane Meadows. THS ROGKS 

His early films, Twenty Four Seven 
and A Room for Romeo Brass, aren't 
too easy to track down, and Once 
Upon A Time in the Midlands (2004) 
quietly tucked itself away deep in your 
local rental store, if it got there at all. 
Yet the director is a clear and present 
talent, his latest works re-energizing 
and re-imagining genre movies with 
working-class spirit and soul 

The shambling, hilarious Once 
Upon A Time ... twirled the spaghetti- 
western around a sweetly awkward 
couple living in the Midlands. Mead- 
ows's latest release to come across 
the pond, Dead Man’s Shoes, a 
seemingly small-scale film that proves 
rewardingly ambitious, is set a little 
farther north. 

This startlingly powerful, slightly 
loopy take on the revenge flick—a 
great companion piece to the elegiac 
English vengeance films The Limey, 
with Terence Stamp, and Mike 
Hodges's I'll Sleep When I'm Dead, set 


NOW OW OV 


0 
DEAD MAN'S SHOES 
DIRECTED BY SHANE MEADOWS 
WRITTEN BY MEAGOWS, PADDY CONSIDINE, 
PAUL FRASER 
STARRING CONSIDINE, TOBY NEBBELL 


in London—opens on the Dales 
Brothers Anthony (Toby Kebbell) and 
Richard (Paddy Considine) walk down 
country lanes past stone fences and 
abandoned farms, then into town. 
There, as recollections of Anthony's 
humiliation at the hands of six pot- 
smoking and acid-dropping blokes sift 
through his mind, Richard sets his 
plan of retribution into motion. 


AT FIRST, THE BLACK-AND-WHITE fiash- 


backs seem a little like newsreel paro- 
dies, but they gain remarkable force as 
Meadows contrasts them with the 
increasing fear of Richard's targets, 
five of them now a gang of low-level 
drug dealers. The memory ofa 
woman, forced to sexually humiliate 
herself and Anthony, flashes into the 
woman's daughter being picked up 
and hugged by one of the gang mem- 
bers. By the end, Anthony's fear and 
confusion has entered his tormentors. 

First, though, Richard merely 


THRILLER 


humiliates them, trashing an apart- 
ment or putting makeup on them 
while they sleep. Here, Meadows’s 
slightly daffy sense of humour shines 
through: two of the guys seriously 
read out porn ads; they drive around 
huddled into a VW bug witha 
striped green-and-white canopy; 
later, stoned, their weapons—a 
knife, samurai sword and cross- 
bow—plunked down on a table next 
to cups of tea, they discuss sorting 


recyclables. 

Dead Man’s Shoes tracks the hunted 
more than the hunter, and isn’t about 
the inevitable triumph of Richard’s 
plan but the scorching sadness of his 
slow-burning reprisal. The petty 
goons become not just bleary, weak 
and pathetic but strangely sympathet- 
ic, their growing confusion and fear 
revealing just how mired they've 
become in a world of drugs and how 
hopelessly they've believed in their 
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own bravado. 

As Richard picks them o! 
one, the deaths all the mor 
for their slight absurdity and mi 
ity, the film’s mood tints, fron 
hues of slightly oddball! tra 
to the grey melancholy of dogs: 
ribution. Yet Meadows mai! 
make the journey as strange! 
less, even sensible, as Co! 
twinkling, bearded face shifting 
glaring mask of cold nastin¢ 
a film about vengeance curd!) 
in a guilt-ridden avenger 
in its funny but never cond: 
treatment of the thugs, o!! 
authenticity that the too-sty!! 
guys and gals in Tarantino 
be-epics of retribution can' 

The alternate ending on "' 
only emphasizes how pitc'\?' 
the final cut is, while a ca! 
involving Meadows elaborates 
director’s influence for the 
childhood viewing of a viciou> 
post-beating, oddly sweet skin" 
Such colourfully profound stree""! 
stories should find their way !"'° 
Is England, Meadows’s n&*! 
which will slip into yet another °° 
comer of our rental stores in ‘« “ 
ing months. vw 


FIVE O'CLOCK CHARLIE / 44 
ILLFIT OUTAIT /45 FP 


CENTURY 


Ss! 
FREE ADMISSION (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 


BUCK WILD: 
FESIHEADPING! ae - 
F=S\CAT SASS: 


= =p5/ HOTEL CALIFORNIA : 


16-18 . NOME EA TRIBUTE TO. 


HE EAGLES! 


FS nn mrcneu's a" 
BAY CITY ROWERS 


TICKETS: $28.95 PWS GST. INCLUDES RUFFET. CALL 645-4000 FOR TICKETS 


omethin’ is plaguing 


CENTURY "INR THEATRE PRESENTS: : 


local blues chanteuse 


DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
N\ raspy cough drifts over the 


phone line, the remnants of 


Kat Danser’s three-week 
© with bronchitis. 

“I'm at 65 per cent now, which 
means | can sing again, which is 
good—tI should be close to 100 by 

© actual show,” Danser says opti- 

istically, clearing her throat with a 
it of force. “Oh well, who wants to 
‘Be into a big show healthy, anyway? 

il probably sell more CDs if 1 get 
he audience to feel sorry for me 
ight away.” 

Whether it ups her CD sales or not, 
the pissed-off chest cold that's adding 
4 bit of sandpaper to her voice is just 
the latest in a string of things the local 

down-home blues musician has had 

to dea! with while trying to get her 
hird disc, Somethin’ Familiar, off the 

ound, 

i, For instance, at the beginning of 
he month, Danser’s friend and the 
man who was planning the show, 
Tuce Stovel, passed away suddenly 
fom a heart attack, which left her 
doth mourning and scrambling. 


TH STEVE DAWSON 
YAROBIAD SUITE $16 (MEMBERS), $20 (GUESTS) 


On top of that, during the actual 
recording, producer Don Benedictson 
was hit by a drunk driver, leaving him, 
among other things, without full use 
of his legs through the last half of 
recording. 

But Danser, even after enough bad 
iuck to al least get you down, if not 
make you give up entirely, seems to 
be taking it all fairly well—as she 
points out, it’s hard to be a blues 
musician if you don't have a reason to 
sing the blues. 

“Oh, come on, any good blues 
album needs some kind of story like 
that to talk about,” explains Danser 
with a throaty chuckle. “I was actually 
telling Don before we started that one 
of us was either going to have a rela- 
tionship end or get into an accident 
before the album was done—turns out 
it was the accident, because the rela- 


tionships survived." 


{T WAS A BIT OF AN IRONIC TWIST, 


considering Somethin’ Familiar is an 
album packed to the brim with tales 
of love gone, if not exactly wrong, 
certainly not quite right. From falling 
in love with a gypsy man to intro 
ducing a preacher to the benefits of 
sin, Danser sings most of her songs 
like a wolf somewhere between lick- 
ing its wounds and licking its lips— 
just the way, she says, she thinks 
love should be 

“Someone once told me that there 
are two types of songs in the world 
love songs and all the rest. To be hon- 
est, | never thought | would really 
write love songs, because I’m defi- 
nitely drawn to the darker side of 
human nature,” she explains. “But | 
think it's the dark side of love that 
turned up—tusty love, seductive love, 
even stalking, sort of sick love. I think 
it’s making fun of just how pathetic it 
is to depend so much on another per- 
son for your happiness, which has 
sort of been the plight of my life for 
the last while.” v 


MUSIC 


. 
° 
e 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
® 
° 
e 
. 
° 
° 
. 
e 
e 
° 
° 
. 
° 
° 
. 
° 
+ 
* 
. 
. 
© 
. 
. 
. 
. 
7 
° 
. 
° 
. 
° 
. 
° 


Ni 


eee eee oeseaseseeenoeree 


eteceseee® 


° 
° 
e 
. 
. 
. 
e 
° 
. 
. 
° 
° 
° 
. 
° 
e 
r 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
. 


S22 eee 


0% OFF TICKETS! 
UNTIL FEBRUARY I4TH 


Bringin this ad and get 30° off your Century Dinner Theatre tickets until Feb 4th. 
One coupon per person. Can not be combined with other offers. VUEWEEKLY 


13103 FORT RD 6e4S.4000 


FEBRUARY 1 ~ FEBRUARY 7, 2007 


BROKEN HEARTS || FRIDAY 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
BALL 


UNCLE 
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yb Prodor colours Corb Lund’s 


wild and wooly multiverse 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweckly.com 
i orby had a letter published 
in Sgt Rock in the '80s,” 

Cr» Bob Prodor. “Yeah. 
He was a big fan. Comic fans know 
all this little stuff that goes into a 
comic—the letters, the silly ads at the 
back. Whenever you do something 
like this—we wanted that whole, real 
70s DC comic thing—you know you 
have to throw it ail in. Throw in the 
Charles Atlas ad!” 

Although not exactly Charles Atlas, 
Edmonton-based singing and strum- 
ming fella Corb Lund ably 
stands in for him, with his 
own unique twist on the 
Atlas trope, and he does 
have a certain stature 
around these parts. Some 
folks even knew him 
before he leaned west- 
ward, way back when he 
was in a rock band called 
the smalls. 

Illustrator and comic 
book artist Bob Prodor has 
known Lund for a while— 
long enough to refer to him 
as Corby—and has worked 
with the musician on “gig 
posters, and I did some 
drawings for Five Dollar 
Bill, but they didn’t get 
used,” says the easygoing 
Prodor, who has a number 
of projects under his belt, 
ncluding his own long- 
unning comic, Wine, 
Women and Song. 

“1 wouldn’t normally 
work with anyone else on 
a comic,” he adds. “I have 
my own stories. But Corby 
is an old friend, and it's 
not what he does. He usu- 
ally needs a band to say 
what he wants to say. So 
it’s different. I still get to 


2 | BY B00 PRODOR 


CORB LUND'S 


WESTERN TALES 
INDEPENDENT, $5 


comic 


put my visual ideas in there.” 

“There” would be Corb Lund’s 
Western Tales, a comic book straight 
out of nostalgia-land, complete with 
boyhood signifiers and dude gags 
running alongside narratives provid- 
ed by Lund’s lyrics, as visually inter- 
preted by Prodor. 


LIKE MANY GOOD-but-not-vitai project 
ideas, the notion of-using Lund’s poet- 
ic turns of phrase as comic book sto- 
ries—which Prodor recalls as one of 
those mutual, “are you thinking what 
I'm thinking” moments years ago— 
wasn't actually kicked into gear until 
Lund decided it should be available 
for his fall 2006 tour. 

“He sent me back major amounts 
of notes,” Prodor says. “I was sur- 
prised by how much was in the songs. 
The ghost in ‘The Truth Comes Out’ 
had to be Blackfoot. That's 
really Old Chief Mountain 
in that and in ‘Five Dollar 
Bill,’ again. A good song 
has repeated parts, certain 
things to go back to, that 
visually gives it an extra 
bit of depth. My reference 
file was huge 

“He's such a good story- 
teller,” Prodor adds. He 
flips open his comic to 
“Where is My Soldier?” 
one of Lund’s most heart- 
tugging tunes. “He's 
singing this one from the 
point of view of this young 
girl worrying about her 
soldier boyfriend. It’s such 
a pretty song and it's 
about such dark stuff and 
there’s all this war 
imagery. And | said to 
Corb that if we were really 
going to do a comic, | 
wouldn't do it unless this 
one was in it. It’s the most 
action in the book.” vw 


Corb Lund’'s Western Tales 
is available at Lund’s shows 
and through his website, as 
well as at Freecloud Records, 
Happy Harbour Comics and 
the Pop Culture Fair 


re FAL, FEB 2 ay RY WESTERLUND 
WITH KARLA ate MBN, NATHAN CAROLL / 
SIGIHACK CAFE, $10 Barry Westerlund’s Every 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 


Sergex Devan 
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On 4 


HALTS il HGKLIMAIIN 


\ 


Switchfoot, 


DOORS 7PM ALL AGES! 


Five Minutes runs the distance from the raucous 
roots fever of opener “Nothing Left to Say” all the 
way through to the slow burning hurt of closer 
“Empty Room.” While the album is Westerlund’s 
first, the local songwriter has been doing his time 
on stages ever since pulling his guitar out of the 
closet a few years back and dedicating himself to 
music. “I've been writing songs for about seven 
years,” he recalls. “As far as performing and actu 
ally getting out and moving towards the album, I've 
been working on it for probably five years, just 
playing around town and developing the skills to 
do it.” Along the way, Westerlund found himself 
keeping company with a slew of Edmonton regu 
lars—folks like Karla Anderson, Mike Plume, Nick 
Perreault, Chris Wynters and James Murdoch (who 
also produced his album), among others—and 
many of them gladly joined in while Westerlund 
was recording, something he’s especially pleased 
about. “Probably my biggest influences are a lot of 
local talent,” he states. “I've developed a really 
strong appreciation for the talent that’s right here 
in Edmonton and the surrounding area.” —E0EN 
MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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fever 
@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


JACK’D UP WEDNESDAYS 
$6 TRIPLES 
ng 5O EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


$3.60 ALL NIGHT 
VERY WEDNESDAY NOV 8 ~ JAN 3 


WIN YOUR TUITION 
MAXIMUM $4000 
BRING YOUR STUDENT ID TO ENTER 


WESTERN TT 5 #1 
TaN NIGHT PARTY 


| ff ] 
+500 PEOPLE jin 


RGB, HIPHOP, REGGAE © LIVE PERFORMANCE & HOSTING 
HAT SE 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 


780-443-6666 


WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 
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LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Derina 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 

Spm. 

CANMORE The 

Jiramy Swift Band 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 

coe stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 

DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 

Wynters every Tue; 9pm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jar hosted by 

Brian Petch 

FOUR ROOMS Efa Etoroma; 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 

AAMMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-\ipn 

J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); &30pm-1230am 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 


ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 


OUTLAWS The Mary Thomas Band 


STARLITE ROOM Stanton Warriors, 
Sweetz, Roots Sound System, Agent 
Orange; no minors; $20 (adv) avail- 


able at Colour Blind, Foosh, Blackbyrd 
{Whyte Ave), Treehouse (Downtown), 
Soular (WEM) 


URBAN LOUNGE The New Vain (CD 
release party} 


WILD WEST SALOON Cormerstone 


DJS 


THU FEB 1D) 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with Dui Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Esoapack 


Entertainment 


Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow. midnight, Ou 
WestCoastBabyDacidy 


ESMERALDA'S Bic) and Rich 
Thursday. top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with Du S WAC 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 


40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 

ShortRound, SpinOycle, Touch it, Lady 
Vicious: Hip hop/A&B with Dun No 
Entertainment 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s; Trash Bing0 
hosted by Dexter Nebula. Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 
Yeah; 9:45 (First Card): no cover 


ON THE ROCKS S 
Thursdays: Dane 
Salsa DU to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Hetro to New: clas 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DU Mike: Spm-2am: no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pi residents 


RED STAR Fernme Fatale: rock. pop. 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexcd Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Retro Night: music flash 
backs from the "50s. ‘60s, 70s, "80s, 
and the "90s: 7pm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 
rental/pait) 


STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK): 
tickets available at TicketMaster 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourbilind 


MUSIC 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NRMLS 
WLOM: Electro, techno, no wave and 
a bit of hip-hop with DJ Nik 7 end a 
fotating cast of guests 


WUNDERBAR DJ Jazzy Chris; no 
cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


LIVE MUSIC FRI FEB 2. 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Greeley 

BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE (sland 
Band; free dance classed (8:°30-10pm) 
CASINO EDMONTON Rotin Kelly 
{tribute) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Jo-Hikk 
(pop/rock) 


CENTURY CASINO Buck Wild 


FESTIVAL PLACE Kevin Mahogany 
(jazz); 7:30pm ; $30 (cabaret)/$28 
(box)/$26 (theatve) at the Festival 
Place box office, TicketMaster 
FOUR ROOMS Andrew Glover, 9pm; 
$5 

HULBERT'S Jamie Philp and Gary 
Myers (jazz); 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, 9pm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band, 
9-2am 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE The 
Power of Silence: Kinnie Starr, Kita 
No Taiko, Sufi Music Ensemble, The 
Who Cares of the Name af the Band 
band and If You Do it's Nunta 
7-Wpm, $10 (ady. at the International 
Centre, SUB info booth)/$12 (door) 
OUTLAWS The Mary Thomas Band 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE Norther Lights Folk Club: 
Martyn Joseph; $18 available at 
Acoustic Music, Myhre’s Music. TIX 
on the Square 


SIDETRACK CAFE Bary Westerlund 
{CD release party), Karla Anderson, 
Spm; 

STARLITE ROOM 0 Four What, 
Beyond Addiction, Stereokill: no 
minors; 8pm (door); $8 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard Smile 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Aaygun 
Cowboys. Betty Machete; 8pm: $8 
(door) 

WILD WEST SALOON Comerstone 


X WRECKS Slov/Bum {blues/roots) 
8pm-12am 

YARDBIRD SUITE Kat Danser and 
Raw Sugar, Steve Dawson; 8pm 
(door), Spm (show); $16 (mem- 
berl/$20 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


FRU FEB 2 CLASSICAL 
CENTRE Kilburn 


Memorial Concert: Paul Jacobs 
(organ) Bpm, $15 (student/senior//$20 
(adult) available at the U of A 
Department of Music 


DJS 


FRLFEB 2DS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday; Furiky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and frends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with Dus 
and occasional intemational special 
guest DJ; Spm (Door): $6 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR 1)! James, no cover 
BAR WILD Bay Wild Fridays 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on the main floor and on the Woottop 
BOOTS Aotro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm. 
DANTE'S BISTRO Taxt Messaging 
Singles Party. For singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 
ESMERALDA'S 0) Jimmy Friday. 
8pm (door) 


FEVER NIGHT CLUB Globai Fridays: 
Jin, Harman B and QJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock. retro with OJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 


Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and 60s soul wath DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
DJs Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and guests; no minors; 9pm {door}; $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our 
fockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting): G-Whiz 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis, DJ 
Donjuan 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday. indie rock 
‘and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 


THE ROOST Ali Request Dance 
Panty: with DJ Jazzy 


(tribute) 


(CASINO YELLOWHEAD Jo-Hikk 
(pop/rock) 


CENTURY CASINO Head Pins 


COOK COUNTY SALOON Singers 
‘and Ringers Concert: 7pm (door), 8pm 
{concert}; $10 available at Cook 
County Saloon, Big Earl Studios 
(WEM}; proceeds to Sunshine Dream 
for Kids 


DRUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage. 

all ages, 2-6pm. 

FESTIVAL PLACE Powder Blues; 

7:30pm; $30 (cabaret!/$28 (box//$Z6 

(theatre) available at Festival Place 

box office, TicketMaster 

ied ROOMS Andrew Glover; 9pm: 
9. 

HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 

Top rap groups; Spm 

HULBEAT'S Hawaiian Dreamers 

(Jamie Philp, Gary Myers, featuring 

George Keoki Lake); 7pm; $5 

IRON BOAR PUB-WETASIOWIN: 

Deadman's Dog {folk roots/rock): Spm 

‘THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 

Pianos, no cover, Spm. 


PREVUE/I FRI, FEB2 a PM) / ATROPHY MANUSCRIPT / 
RIVERDALE HALL $10 (ALL AGES) My girlfriend just graduat- 
ed with a BA in English and she assured me that there’s no such 


thing as an “Atrophy Manuscript.” So ... 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 rental/pair) 


STOLLI'S Top 40, A&B, house with 


People’s DU 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with OJ 
Tysin 


Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests, 1- 
Tam 

URBAN FRAT Ai New Funktion 
Fridays: with DJ Invinceable, Touch It 
and Baby Birl; Edmonton Police secu- 
fity on site all night 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Giitch 
hop, dubstep, breaks, hiphop, dance- 
hall, reggae, drum & bass, and 
mashup with the Root Down with 
Sg FX (digital sound), And Roots 
Sound System, Sweetz, Matt Hatter 
and Agent Orange: $20 (adv, at 
Treehouse. Soular, Colour Blind, 
Blackbyrd, and Foosh); more at the 
door 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Greeley 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 
Energia; free dance classed (8:30- 
10pm) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Little Miss Higgins & Foy 
Taylor, 4-6 pm; no cover acoustic 
every Saturday aftemoon 


BLIND PIG Live bands every second 
Saturday. Five Points, Johnny 
MacCormick (groove jazzy 10pan 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Slowbumn 
{blues/roots): 8:30pm: donations 


CASINO EDMONTON Robin Kelly 


WIF guys, W—T—¥? 


SAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
37:30pm; country/rock band, Spm- 
Zam. 

JEFFREYS CAFE Darry! Meyer Trio 
(jazz), $7 


OUTLAWS The Mary Thomas Band 
POWER PLANT |litit Outfit, End 
Credits, Tim Gilbertson; no minors 
event; Bom (door), $8 (door) 


RENDEZVOUS [1 Dus Time, Sixgun 
(metal) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Jimmy Swit 
Band, Casanova Playboys, Spm; $8 
(doar) 

STARLITE ROOM Cuban Missile 
Crisis Showcase: The ICBMs, Level 
Six Elfs, Midget Militia, Dead City 
Serpents; 8pm, $10 (doar) 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard Smile 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Five 
O'clock Charlie, Hot Little Rocket, The 
Details; no minors; 8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Comerstone 


YARDBIRD SUITE Kat Danser and 
Raw Sugar, Steve Dawson; Bpm 
(door), 9pm (show): $16 (mem- 
berl/$20 (quest) 


ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live band 


and dancing every Sat; 10pm-1am 


CLASSICAL 


‘SATFEB 3 CLASSICAL 
CONVOCATION HALL Masterclass: 
with visiting artist Paul Jacobs 
{organ}; 10:30am; free 


CONVOCATION HALL World Music 
on Stage; 8pm; $10 (student/sen- 
1or//$15 (adult) available at the U of 
A Department of Music 


SUBILEE AUDITORIUM The Barber 
of Seville: Edmonton Opera with the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra, sung 
in Italian with English supertities; 
8pm; tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Edmonton Opera box 
office 429-1000. 


KOPPER'S HALL-KING'S 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE More 


Saxappeal: Edmonton Saxophone 
Quartet: pm; $15 and $10 (door) 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Fireside Songs and Stories: | Coristi 
Chamber Choir with Nora Bumanis 
(harp); 8pm: $18 ladv. adult)/$12 (adv. 
studenY/senior) at TIX on the Square, 
Gramophone, or by phone at 902- 
6579; $20 (door adultl/$15 {door stu- 


dent/senior) 
DJS 


SALFEB 3 DJ 

BACKROOM VODKA 
Saturdays: Top 49 ae 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 


BUDDY'S Undie night tor; 
free pool and tourney, 0.) 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou | ei 
Saturdays: Funky house 2 

beatz with OUs T-Ba 
and local/intematic 
sented by NewSound 
10 minors; Spm-3am 


FEVER WIGHTCLUB S;1, 
Fever-Live to Air with 91 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 


EY OHA (ony E AVE) 
Top tracks, rook, retro vs 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY SouiOut Say. 
Unitt and Invinceable: Edm 
Police security on site all nig 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Size S30, 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guest 
NEW CITY Rock ‘1’ Roll/He 
Hell: rockandroll/punk/in 
dusedcandy with Dis Beard 
and Naz Nomad 


NEW CITY SUBUARS The | ->, 
Continues... Saturday 
DUs Nik Rofeelya and Biue 
Club) $5 


ONE ON WHYTE Satur 
DJ Choklit Elvis and Du Spy 


breaks electro house spun 

Gents 

RED STAR Indie rock, hip ty 

indie rock, hip hop with S ? 

Loopin’ the 3rd 

SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISED Sportsworld Inline 

Skating Disco: Top " 
mix of retro and i f 
Tpm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 renta 
STARLITE ROOM Po! 
Side, Lyic-1, Nicademe 
Team; no minors; 80m {0 
STOLLI'S OM WHYTE | 

house with People’s 9U 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
hand NAG/trance/funky with Jett 
Hillis, DTOR, Big Daddy, STX 
Jam-8am 

WUNDERBAR Feature: 


Local Bands 
Y AFTERHOURS {i 


SUN 
NEM 


Motown, disco with 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with 5 
March; 7-10pm 

CROWN AND ANCHOR PUS 
avery Sunday, 7pm 


JAMMERS PUB Sunday 0 
jam; 4-8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB Live jo! 
by Willy and Dave every 
O'BYRNE'S Joe Birds hie Js 
Open stage for all: $30pe 
OSCARS PUB (pen stoo- 
hosted by Chas Wynter 

Tractor (81 1pm) 

Red Ants (jazzy A&8) every Sur 
7-\ipm 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE Siietract ("= 
Sunday Night: DJ Dudemarc 9 
YARDGIRD SUITE Thene2” 
("Kaleidoscope” CD release eves 
with The Ten Feet of Haw (2 
band), Kevin Kessowen; 7pm (co 
Tickets available at Blackbyrd 
General Store, Myhre 5 Music 


CLASSICAL 
SUN FEB 4 CLASSICAL 


ae: : 
SORLEE AUDTTORNUAA Te Sa 
of Seville: Eenonton Opera with the 
Eemonton Symphony Orchestra, sung 
in Italian with Engish supernties 


ry SYTETELILIL I} 


WED 


WisViaolis. Th 
of ARP vieate Rei Tikal Frail. © 
able at the door 


Twenty One Red, 
Blind Master Poe 


WILD WEST SALOON Shits Mane 


Recinal Series featuring students = 
from the Department of Music: !2pen, office 429-1000 
" Piano Masterctass: with visiting artist aa 
CONVOCATION HALL Visiting Arost Cony 45.Xipm: free WED FER 7 CLASSICAL 
Recital: Corey Harn (pisnok Spm. Mie! 
$10 fadaltV$15 (stucdent/senior) DIS z : (TION HALL Alberta 
es = Baroque Ersele Conta 
DIS TUE RB SD) ATUANTIC TRAP AND GILL Oven 
c Dutt 8pm | 
[BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Surciry MON FEBS DJ BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Si feck | DU Fotison Gan i lUrban! 
‘ahteoons veth Pri Got To Give It BAR WD Ga Gore Wit Mondinys. | Tuesdays Os spin on ne man jevel | BLACKDOS Glin i Rae 
‘Mann Foor: funk, soul, Motown 5 Gulch Wednesdays peas Bat 
Noro with Od Red Osan: 2-75 Service industry Hight, no minors, BUDOY'S Free poo! and toumey, DL | 
ard eco 9pm-2am Arronehaser CHAIR CAFE ji) Campbell 8 
vom Rotanng BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar Smith. Kris Demeanoe Chanta 
shows, Mondays. with QU Penny Tentiary 
Amateur Strip Contest | 
nr lary ten ty tial with Mia Fellow, Dui = 
{Lisi You Weey AA Meeting eter pale - cD RELEASE PARTYT 
‘te Simpson's at’ Spm FILTHY McNASTY'S Meta! eee SISTA REA Dewy 
PRME’S 0 Fi Mondays: with DJ SWAG. Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
o Son wi with Nic-E and Smoov . 
(Geert $20 fase) (peor: > ETL ARNE Nata ; 
necianie by phone. at it Munchie Mondays. House with Stanie 
Lad ecousn Duavacnes tlk em Carroll spins on the W Glitor 
SPORTSWORLD : Gulch W : st 
FRAT All New Urban Ladies O'BYRNE'S Hest focal musical talent Ai 
URBAN with DU Angus 


Nabt Sundays with E-town's Fab- 
Four. (nVinceaible, Game, Weapon X. 


r0 vc avery Wednesday with 
Dd Buster Friendly: tive music: onos 
month 


TWENTY ONE RED 


BUDDY'S Hump day with OU Se 
Sean 


=——| T(r aa fal 
> UE | ? ~ == = BLIND MASTER POE 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
ROOM, $10 Does this one even need a joke? 


- Pos d a ee oe 
PREVUE / SAT, FEB 3 (9 PM) / MIDGET MILITIA / STARLITE Wodnesdays 
HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday THURSDAY Pe 
LIVE MUSIC = dantempo smooth jazz, with Ou) FEB 0 8 id 


'S Top 40, country, ASB Vitalis; 8pm; $15 (adv/$17 (day of) PUB Hip hop/A&B with —— 
FRI& SAT | 


ESMERALDA 
with DJ Foreplay, DU Jimmy DU Spineyele 
ROOST Little Flower 


r A jark Ay 
eee iad Dore eet Zoek 10pm LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mi 


FIDDLER'S 
BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin $ i NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
LIVE MUSIC oe Geriatric Bret fesstny & open stage: 7-30pm (door. $2 Robobat DJ 3000 FEB -10 | 


WwEMusic §=6MON FEBS: 
(LEt'S PUB House band: 9:30pm 
Teer fo Cover 

sea YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 
(Gieveria [samba to Bolero) every 
Meewhay 


Ammar (guitar); Som 
DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) (Open 
stage with Chris Wynters and quest 
PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 
CAFE Shooting Spree, 


River City Boyz, Orange in the Light 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae music; no cover all nite 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The in 
Kraut: Mod R&B, Norther Soul, 'B0s 
Garage, Mod Revival with Dr. Erick 
and quests 


METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 


NEW CITY UIKWID SUBURBS 
DY Wednesdays: 8:30pm (door): $5 
O'BYRNE’S Chris Wyniers and 


MIKK DIAMOND'S Punk snd Bis 
motal every Wednesday 


h 


sv Wednesday Gone Wild 
Fost, with Ou Nestor Delanc 


UPCOMING SHOWS: IFES &S APACHE ROSE CD RELEASE 
FEB (G-17 GRANNY DYNAMITE’ FEB 18 


ee, | os greswumanrang |e 3m oom STOUFS Wi er na (7 SPEADHEAD + FEB 26 FENIX FOUNDATION 
HALL ficoustic Instrumental Old Time WINSPEAR CENTRE Ayrogant house beats with Ou Kevin Wang sige lag so R 
Feil Jam hosted by the Wild Rose Worms; 8pm; $27.50 at Winspear ba: Lace Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Jed Tene Fiddlers Society, 7pm office resented by the Northern Bluegras: 
: Legendary Scratch OJ from ( lusie Society every 

CAFE Maverick YARDBIRD SUITE Jam session Philadelphia 011 Cash Money, Qu Wednesday evening 

Mondays: Open Stage with Ben avery Tue Litilebinds Combo; 80pm Weer'tll, g 3pm (door); $15. “ 1 
Spencer: pm: no cover (Boor), 9pm (show), $3 la 3 Colourblind em Slee = ones 
TAPHOUSE Monday Live with Big 3 . : 3: ‘ 
np CLASSICAL Spetbntniiun, | SETARBKARE Sree Sud 8 PE ook 


($275 ansotut Cocktails 
Ho Line No Cover 
“Until Midnight 


DO. CHORLIT ELIS AMO rat | 


‘ THE ONE ON WHYTES 


Ruckcher 54 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20 4 sroter 
EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 


ENTER TO WON TICKETS 10 THE SHOW AS WELL AS BUCK CHERRY'S LATEST GB ~ RUNNERS UP WILL ALSO WIN CD'S! 
10 ENTER, EMAIL YOUR NAME 6 DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 10 BUCKGHERRY@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


PLAY¢ "OUND 


Xe | ¥ Srinks 64 midnight 
2 sing Night 

4 ’ oAyer a Sour specials An FZ ting Nig : 

vet specials AN FOES Night 


y cing Night too! ; 
scials ANF OZ INA Jagerinnecifice 


10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 


BUCKCHERRY - 15 


vue wm usiec-c — BLACKTOPGUERILLAS.COM 
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Gunther Bialas 
(North American premiére) 


3 February 2007 Piotr Grella-Mozejko 
- (world premiére) 
8:00 P.M. Yousef Lateef 
Knopper’s Hall (Canadian premiére) Cs 
The King's University College Rob Morin 
9125-50 Street Edmonton, AB T6B 2H3 ete 'Z, 
Tel.: (780) 465-3500 Charles Stolte 
Tickets ($15 and & $10) at the door | (world premiere) (@) 


The Edmonton Saxophone Quartet has been performing throughout Alberta 
for the past ten years, striking a pleasing balance championing new works 
for saxophone quartet with creative interpretations of more traditional 
music. Their immediate musicality and warm stage presence have delighted 
and excited ears in expected (and some unexpected) places and they have 
taken a prominent place in Edmonton's cultural life. In 2000, they were 
featured performers at the 13th World Saxophone Congress in Montréal, PQ, 
premiering - with Edmonton's Hammerhead Consort - Last Transfer for 
saxophone quartet, two pianos and two percussion by Charles Stolte, a 
work commissioned by them. The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
recorded a second performance of the work in 2000 and has recorded the 
ESQ annually since. In 2001, ESQ presented a concert for the CBC- 
sponsored Wednesdays@Winspear series at the world-renowned Winspear 
Centre for Music in Edmonton, Alberta. The concert was broadcast across 
Alberta on the program, "Our Music,” and included an interview with ESQ. 
Their plans include a tour of a recording project Cora as a for 
saxophone quartet in 200T. 


op 


With new EP, you can be in the 


bedroom with Five O'Clock Charlie 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 

© you remember that episode from 

MASH called “Five O'Clock Charlie"? It 

was about a Korean man who would 
fly over the camp in this ramshackle airplane 
and drop grenades on the MASH unit everyday 
at five. He was very inaccurate, so the camp 
would poke fun and place bets as to where he 
would drop the bomb next. 

This inaccuracy does not befall the band 
members of Five O'clock Charlie, however, 
who derived their name from that very 
episode. The local group has recently focused 
its thick palette of textures and diverse instru- 
mentation—including mandolins, banjos, 
pianos, guitars, organs, synthesizers and voic- 
es—into a new EP of upbeat songs. 

“We just put the finishing touches on an EP 
that we're releasing,” says bassist Trevor Bel- 
ley. “We recorded four new songs, because we 
haven't really done anything recording wise 


since our full-length was released in January of 


2005. We're all really happy with how it 
sounds, having done it ourselves.” 


THE BANDMEMBERS are flexing their creative 


muscles by making their own packaging for the 
EP. They've made a stamp and are water 


SAT, FEB 3 (8 PM) 


= FIVE 0 Clock CHARLIE 
= imam 


colouring paper and gluing it all together Th 
homemade approach is not limited to the pa 
aging, though. 

“Craig (Shram, singer/guitarist) is a really 
creative guy,” explains Belley. "He has sor 
tech-savvy, and we're lucky to have him 
put a lot of his time into it. Not to toot our ow: 
horns, but sonically, its some of the best home 
recording I've heard. Because the techno! f 
so available now, you can get pretty good 
sounding stuff.” 

Since three of the members share a house 
the band chose to record there, something 
Belley says today’s technology facilitates mor 
and more often. 

“You think of all the bedroom recorde: 
he says. “Just like Iron and Wine, Chad Van 
Gaalen and James Mercer from the Shin 
that first album was.all done by him: 
bedroom. Even Death Cab for Cutie sta 
out with them just doing it themselve 
their bedroom.” w 


REVUE / THU, JAN 25 / BENNY BENASSI / FEVER It was a Thursday night and the temperature was u' 
lower than it has been in Edmonton for a while. Benny Benassi was in town on a cross Canada bus tour, s 
we donned some pseudo-Eurotrash duds and headed to the show. Benassi’ bus stood like a party beaco 
over the myriad of candy-striped ravers and glassy eyed, popped-collared teen boys waiting to get inside 
Fever nightclub. At the front we were ushered into the swirling activity of bone-jarring noise. By bone | 
ring, | mean throbbingly synthesized. And by noise, | mean hip- shaking and thoroughly sexy beats - wa 
comparable to partying in an underground cave, but beware of getting in the way of any boy and his d¢ 
ing. Accident or not, things happen. Things that | would assume only happen on a Benny Benassi bust tour 
Those boys, | tell you ... they know how to party. —BARBARA CHUNG / barbara@vueweekly.com 
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EWEEKLY 


onton bands 
‘ory of releasing 
and breaking up 
, thankfully 1lfit 
sf wil not be joining those ranks. 
Foumh rumours of the band’s 
pending dissolution were on the 
5 of some of this city’s scenesters 
ver the past couple of weeks, bassist 
1 indon Riemer insists that it was all 
a misunderstanding. 
»No, no, no,” he responds to my 
about the rumours. “I’m just 
ing for the summer." 
the reason for his departure is one 
at many university students can 
ate to—he's taking a summer job— 
en if Riemer's job isn’t likely to be 
one very many youths are attract- 
to at job fairs. 
*'m going to North Carolina, and 
» selling alarm systems door to 
sor to frightened Americans,” he 
“vl be an adventure at least.” 


iT QUTFIT—rounded out by Liam 
imble on guitar and vocals, Jenni 
sberts on drums and newest mem- 
r Simon Hoskyn on guitar—is 
smewhat used to having adventures. 
fter bugging Brent Oliver for a gig at 
he old Sidetrack for months, he final- 
y relented and called the band up 
ith a show. 


“We got put on a bill with all of 


ese emo bands,” explains Riemer 
They were so serious and such ass- 


i | SAT, FEB 3 (0PM) 
> | ILLFIT OUTFIT 
= 


WITH END CREDITS, TIM GILBERTSON 
POWERPLANT, $8 


holes. Liam was bummed out and | 
was trying to cheer him up by swing- 
ing this metal bar around. All the emo 
bands had this really expensive gear, 


and I hit a pitcher of old beer full of 


cigarette butts onto their gear. Our old 
bass player, Ben, wanted me to clean 
it up and Liam told me to use my 


socks so | did—and I wore those 
socks to play that night.” 

Slightly less of an adventure was 
the recording process for their new 
CD. After an aborted attempt a few 
years ago, Illfit called up Nik Kozub 
who recorded them where he always 
does—his parents’ living room. 

“We picked two old ones and 
three new ones,” says Riemer of 
songs on the upcoming EP. “Nik’s 
place is so great to record at. His 
parents are rad too—we just had so 
much fun doing it.” v 


FENDMUSIC 


MUSIC 


STORES AND ONLINE 


FEBRUARY 6TH 
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ce sl 
= oh s¢¢ yap | DOMAKE SAY THI 
Rais: oF Eat 7 


Z BF a ickets available a with guest 
le = a “2 : i] : Uniontvents com . i Ee ; 
a Megalunes ariite KOOM 
: CuO Hy, ¥% Blackbyrd 
v uA Oy 2} Wiaeciinos a 


gt 
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eectechin What started as a 

_ fun way to stave off boredom 

in the rather dreary city of Fort 

McMurray has blossomed into a 

record contract with Edmonton's 

newest label Champion City Records, 

an upcoming CD release show and an 
impending cross country tour 

Since moving to this fair city, the 
gentlemen of Desiderata focused on 
making the most of the increased 
opportunities and resources that a 
bigger city like Edmonton has to offer 

“Where we're from there's no actu- 
al venue,” explains singer and gui- 
tarist Blair. Drover of the band's 
hometown. “We'd have to do it in 
halls and they'd always get trashed.” 

Moving to Edmonton has been a 
boon for the band, which includes 
Laine Cherkewick on bass and 
jerome Tovillo on drums, but the 
guys have also found that the city of 
Vancouver treated them well when 
* they went to record with well- 
known Canadian producer Jesse 
Gander last May. 

"We started writing the material in 
February.and had most of it finished,” 
Drover explains. “Jesse really helped 
us out big time—he had a lot of great 
ideas.” 


SOME OF THESE great ideas have 
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band was surprised to learn that 
Champion City's mail out of its album, 
entitled We Are Not Convinced There 


2 
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— 
co 
oc 
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Has Been Any Improvement, to univer- 
sity stations had netted the group high 
spots on the charts of many campus 
stations, including the top spot in 
Windsor, and a place in the top 20 
nationally. 

“It's weird for us, considering 
where we're from there’s not much 
stuff like [campus radio] happening,” 
says Drover. “To see it on the charts, | 
still don’t believe it." w 
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Old school schools 
the new school 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Jing used to be about making 
D«: dance floor swell and 

shake with some magical 
flicks of a wrist, but nowadays it 
seems that it’s mostly about spinning 
the latest Top-40 dance hits that peo- 
ple are already familiar with. 

Well, Edmonton, get ready to be 
taught a thing or two when Philadel- 
phia’s legendary DJ Cash Money 
shows up at the Velvet Underground 
to spin, scratch and mix the way it’s 
supposed to be done. Cash Money's 
been in the game since before most 
people reading this paper were born, 
and he chalks up his longevity to just 
one thing: skills. 

“I'm good, man, I'm good at what I 
do,” he says. “I keep my ears to the 
street, try to keep my ears nice and 
fresh. You got the young people who 
need to be educated, then you got the 
old people who come to my shows 
and they want to see some classic hip 
hop.” 

Growing up in Philadelphia’s thriv- 
ing hip-hop scene, Cash Money got 
into the music on the ground floor 
and was instrumental in bringing hip 
hop to a wider audience. With con- 
temporaries such as DJ Jazzy Jeff (the 
one continually thrown out of the 
mansion by Uncle Phil on The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air), he popularized 
Philly's fun and fresh sound. 

“Philly is a great place to grow up— 
the music scene is just incredible,” he 
says. “I used to see Grandmaster 
Flash and all the neighbourhood DJ 
crews in Philadelphia. They used to 
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play at all the park jams, and 
that and I was hook, line and sin 


THE SCENE ISN'T THE SAME « 


back then, however, a fact that c 
Money laments. With int 

media conglomerates ruling t! 
waves, originality and spunk a 
being cast aside in favour of co: 
cutter “artists” who spew 
same shit every year to a public 
has been conditioned to accept it 

“The Clear Channels, the Via 
and the MTVs, they only push co 
mercial stuff—it makes it ha 
artist that doesn’t sound like ¢ 
oncé or a Christina Aguilera 
says. “They all got these monopo 
going on and they dictate what « 
should be listening to and just push! 
in their face. There's no roon 
nothing else because these kids 4 
already programmed to hear th 
kind of music. It’s very boring— 
creativity at all.” 

Cash Money does have a solutic 
to offer, however. 

“We gotta get hip hop out of th 
hands of these clowns,” he says. ‘! 
hop is something | live, it’s not }U 
something I do. I was born to ¢ 
this—I’ve been in this game for ov 
20-something years, it’s just ©" 
absolute blessing doing something ! 
love to do." vw 


Filth keeps rocking the Cradle 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
aving debuted way back in 
H 1991, there aren't a whole lot 
of bands around these days 
with anything approaching the 
longevity of Cradle of Filth. 

That being said, the only member 
remaining from Cradle of Filth’s origi- 
nal lineup is vocalist and songwriter 
Dani Filth, 

When asked what has kept the 
band going for so long, Filth points to 
this revolving door of members as 
one of the principle reasons, saying 
that if inspires fresh ideas from time 
to time. 

The reasons for so many depar- 
tures, explains Filth, vary widely, 
from the expected personality con- 
flicts, to an unwillingness on the part 
of some musicians to submit to the 
furious pace and work ethic of the 
band, to one member's wish to return 
to university. 

“It's a substantial amount of time 
and a hard pace,” Filth says. “Writing 
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an album every year and a half is a 
massive output.” 

The last album Cradle of Filth 
recorded, 2006's Thornography, was 
especially hard, due in large part to 
some paranormal activity at the stu- 
dio where they recorded. 

Having ghosts involve themselves 
in the recording process would make 
this writer consider leaving a band, 
but Filth assured me that living in 
Britain has forced many people to 
confront history face to face 

“The house [that the band recorded 
in] had quite a history to it,” he says. 
“Weird stuff kept happening and 
things kept appearing—it was very 
odd. It could have been anything real- 
ly—it’s England.” 


S.LR.E.N.S. proudly presents its 2nd Annual 


Feb. 16/07 
Northgate Lions 


ALL THE DETAILS of the recording 


process, including the ghosts, were 
documented in a recording diary 
posted to the band’s web page. Filth 
says he likes the way the internet has 
opened up new and direct avenues 
for communication with fans, but 
only to a point. 

“I think it’s cool,” he says of the 
recording blog the band started. “I 
don't think it has to be worked at too 
hard, so that the mystery isn’t lost. I’m 
not a fan of MySpace. | think it’s a 
waste of time—unless you're trying to 
pick someone up.” 

Filth says the band is looking for- 
ward to getting to Edmonton; the 
closest they'd come previously was 
being in the Jasper area on a previous 
tour, which they found particularly 
enchanting 

“There was something magical 
about the whole thing,” he remem- 
bers, “because there was so much 
snow and we were plunged into com- 
plete darkness.” vw 
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= SOUNDS 


THE BIRD AND THE BEE 
THE BIRD AND THE BEE 
METRO BLUE 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
The Bird and the Bee's self- 
wy titled debut features sounds 
that are lush without smoth- 
THIS ROCKS ering the infectious 
melodies in an extra helping of syrup. 
Opening with a slow swirl on “Again 
& Again,” the wash of keyboards con- 
tinues as the song rises up on a per- 
cussive acoustic guitar that pulls the 
listener along. 

Much of the music here is lulling, 
drifting along on the instrumental! 
waves put together by Greg Kurstin, 
who has worked with everyone from 
Beck to Gwen Stefani, and who plays 
just about every note on this album. 
Don't mistake lulling for boring, 
though, because there are flourishes 
throughout: electronic meet acoustic 
instruments, allowing the songs to 
breathe while simultaneously building 
tension 

On top of the music are the some- 
times soothing, sometimes pained 
vocals of Inara George. Her lyrics 
have a directness about them that is 
welcoming, and she conveys both 
pain and pleasure in her vocals. While 
George's subject choices are not 
new—various forms of love being 
foremost among them—her honest 
approach is refreshing. You're not 
likely to hear many more tortured, 
immediate performances than when 
she sings “Would you ever be my / 
Would you be my fucking boyfriend?” 
The line bursts out of her tentative 
wonderings with a strength that is 
supported by the dithering electronic 
sounds that dance around it, and 
there's plenty more of that push and 
pull hiding throughout the album 
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some loud thunder 
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top 10 sellers 


TONY TRISCHKA 
DOUBLE 
ROUNDER 


RASS SPECTACULAR 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Tony Trischka, who you may 
Ww) or may not know is a legend 
in the (admittedly very 
THIS ROCKS small) professional blue- 
grass banjo-player scene, has put out 
a really great album where he and 
various other legendary banjo players 
perform duets with a full backing 
band. Some tracks have vocals, some 
do not, but all are great. It is, above 
all else, exactly what bluegrass ought 
to be; the most fun you can have that 
doesn’t involve a six pack and your 
best friend's sister. 

Oh, and another great thing about 
this album is that Steve Martin (yeah, 
that Steve Martin) has dusted off his 
banjo to play a couple of the duets 
with Trischka. Unbeknownst to many 
people, Steve Martin is an accom- 
plished banjoist in his own right, hav- 
ing picked up the instrument at the 
age of 14. I can’t tell you enough how 
amazingly fun this entire album is, so 
if you don’t hate fun, buy it. 


APOSTLE OF HUSTLE 
ie euie ANTHEM OF NOWHERE 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
“Looking for a new tech- 
nique,” Andrew Whiteman 
repeatedly sings in the 

THIS IS OK opening track of National 

Anthem of Nowhere. He needn't have 

announced it—the Broken Social 

Scene-ster’s second release under his 

Apostle of Hustle moniker couldn’t 

fetishize audio novelty more if it were 

a burlesque girl in a naughty latex 

nurse’s outfit 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


cryptograms 


deerhunter 


lon gisland 


01. wincing the night away the shins 06. in my own time karen dalton 


02. hissing fauna,., of montreal 


- 07. some loud thunder clap your hands say yeah 


03. gala mill the drones 08. s/t burlal 


04. in the abscence of truth isis 
05. friend opportunity dearhoot 


09. elektronika demonika sir richard bishop 
10. woke myself up julie doiron 


The lazy, sun-dappled £rOOVvE 6 
Folkloric Feel—Whiteman’s 2004 debut 
under the AOH banner and a sonic 
rumination of sorts on his cy TH 
roots—has been dispelled for a muc} 
more indie-rock concoction, perha; ; 
a MySpace-ish kind of globalisrn nt 
ed at in the title Although there a;; 
Latin flourishes here and there, |; 
Spanish-tongued “jRafaga'” (thins k 
Wowle Zowie-era Pavement piss-tal 
ing a Shakira ditty) is the only track 
that would be remotely out of place jn 
the canon of BSS. 

Excellent news for fans oj 
assault-level of studio witche, 
favoured by the Toronto-based co]! 
tive and many of their members. },); 
those who were charmed by the |a 
back faux simplicity of Folkloric 
may be dismayed at having to \ 
through layers and layers of aural o 
gaws and endless experimentat 
Some of Whiteman’s best ideas disa 
pear under his ambitious, sculptur 
version of a wall of sound, includi; 
his genuinely stunning lyrics 


PAN'S LABYRINTH 
ane NAVARRETE 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Soundtracks are alway 
¢y little tough to make up 
mind about, especially wh 
THSIS OK they're not the conventio 
soundtracks which have the contextu 
alizing Top 40 hits of the day, but 
the score of the*movie itself. Mc 
scores are like butlers; they shoul 
add a lot to what's going on, bu 
never detract and never be noticed 
In this respect Pan's Labyrinth s\ 
ceeds. It is an interesting score, to b 
sure, but at times the sound ¢ 
from my stereo’s speakers faded av 
into the background. Not really | 
“at times,” but almost all the ti 
That being said, when | did | 
notice, the music was enchant! 
filled with tension as well as exci! 
ment. I haven't seen the fiim yet, ! 
sure have heard about it, and |! 
music lived up to my expectations 0! « 
fantastical, if slightly spooky, story 
Perhaps if you were getting |! 
urge to grow up and have a fancy din 
ner party, this album would serve as 
great backdrop to that experience 


21 TANDEM REPEATS 
NEVER WANTED TO BE ANYONE 
CANADA LYNX 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.co™ 
Having escaped the '/” 
with only a slight headacl 
and bad childhood, | lac’ 

THSISOK the desire to go back into @ 


- world receptive to Stevie Ray Vaughn 


ish guitar noodling, Freaks & Geek: 
scaled drum kits and jl 
meanderings that result in a bunch 0! 
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-pim-clad dudes gathering around a 
»s-rehearsal bong in a self-congrat- 
jatory haze—hence me being the 
ly person in a developed country to 
ot jump on the Band(wagon) of 
vancouver's 21 Tandem Repeats 
ould please the same crowd— 
jnough their sophomore release, 
ever Wanted to Be Anyone, bears a 
tronger blues rock influence than 
and of Horses’ Sabbath-meets- 
anned Heat leanings. 

thematically, the album delivers 
actly what the title promises— 
~minations on the West Coast slack- 
rocker life, from the requisite shitty 
sb (Dish Pig"), to parental censure 
Failure”), to a paean to a particular- 
ly pretty pussy ("Bay City Kitty”), toa 
ergic banger epic (“Maiden.” Yes, 
feally.). 

The album opener, “Come Again,” 
is the strongest track—a gloriously 
breezy and catchy semi-pastoral 
backporch gallop celebrating the 
pside of the downer life: the authen- 
fic sense of freedom and parity found 
in good frends and good times. And 


Recorded by Vancouver's 
¢y Jesse Gander (member of 

Black Rice, Operation Make- 
WSISOK out and dbs) at his Hive Stu- 
dio, Desiderata’s We Are Not 
Convinced There Has Been Any 
Improvement is another solid release 
from fledgling Champion City 
Records. Champ City seems to be cre- 
aling a niche for themselves in the 
complicated and screamy but wholly 
sincere music genre, and this record- 
ing fits rignt in. 

Starting with a lengthy instrumen- 
fal intro ‘rack (more on that later) 
this album runs the gamut of youth- 
Tul (eejing, with music that is techni- 
tally adept and furious enough to 
Start a riot. Some of the lyrical gym- 
Nastics give a real window into the 
thoroughly postmodern MTV mindset 
that a lot of this generation is living 
i; lines like “Caps lock for the days | 
fee! too small to hide / 25-hour clock 
just ran out of all its time” are excel- 
lent representations of the world 
We're liveng in where everything is 
intimately connected via the internet 
and no ome goes home from work at 
five anymore. 

While the album has a tendency to 
dwell for much too long on single 
ideas (that opening instrumental track 
is one riff that goes on for two and a 
half minutes) and the too-cute-by-half 
Song titles are something | could have 
lived without, this release certainly 
Stands up. 


We don’t care about ~ 
award shows, just bring 
home the hardware 
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— | STEVEN SANDOR 
Steven@vueweekly.com 


In the 21st century, it’s true, most 
awards handed out to bands mean 
pretty well nothing. 

From Grammys to MTV Awards to 
People’s Choice Awards to CASBYs to 
American Music Awards to MMVAs, 
there are just so many bloody award 
shows out there that winning, let 
along being nominated, doesn’t really 
register on the public's radar screen 
anymore. 

But, at the same time, it is nice to 
hear that some local talent will be-up 
for consideration at this year's Indie 
Awards, which celebrate the best in 
Canadian independent music and will 
be held Mar 7 in Toronto. 

If all goes well, three Edmonton acts 
could be coming home with awards. 
Corb Lund is nominated in the Favourite 
Country Artist category, Shout Out Out 
Out Out is up against some stiff compe- 
tition in the Favourite Electronica Artist 
category and Cadence Weapon is up 
for Favourite Urban Artist. 

If | was a betting man—and | am, 
by the way—I would rate Rollie 
“Cadence Weapon” Pemberton as the 
favourite amongst the three Edmonton 
acts to bring home an award. Lund has 
to contend with Saskatchewan new 
country ido! Aaron Pritchett, who was 
nominated for six Canadian Country 
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Well I'll be jiggered .. 
A soundtrack that doesn’t suck 
Flying pigs rock out 


Music Awards in 2006. So, it’s fair to 
say Lund is an underdog. 

If you think Lund is in tough, consid- 
er Shout Out Out Out Out. Despite all 
the buzz the band created in 2006, it’s 
up against critical darling Junior Boys, 
Montreal electro-DJ-artist extraordi- 
naire Tiga and ... gulp ... MSTRKRFT, 
easily the biggest buzz act in Canadian 
electronica right now. 

But Cadence Weapon should have 
a chance, with only rap artist Classi- 
fied having nearly the profile (and 
media clips) Mr Pemberton has 
enjoyed across the country. 

Still, the “independent” awards are 
flawed; as long as a band is not signed 
to a major label, it can be nominated 
In the end, it’s not just up-and-coming 
bands that get nominated—which 
was the raison d'etre of the awards. 
The Barenaked Ladies are up for 
Favourite Pop Artist because the band 
has chosen to depart from major 

labels—but not exactly new to the 
industry. Same with Voivod: the metal 
act can go up against Priestess in the 
Best Metal category, even though 
Voivod has been around for decades. 

Hopefully, organizers will realize 
that nominations should have some 
kind of caveat, which would specify 
that a band that has charted in previ- 
ous years can’t be nominated ... w 


Che 
NORY CLUB 


& ©CBONY LOUNGE 


Shows start Thursday Spm, 

BAR! Friday and Saturday 9pm. 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER $15 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 
2940 Calgary TrailSouth 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


BLACK DOG 
VARIOUS ARTISTS CLOTHING 
GRAMMY NOMINEES 2007 
GRAMMY RECORDINGS 


WE HAVE 
T-SHIRTS AND 
HOODIES 
AVAILABLE. 


Bunch of last year's songs 
That you either have, don’t want 
Or are just sick of 


JOAKIM 
‘ae & SILLY SONGS 


REMEBER, WE 
HAVE SPECIALS 
EVERY NIGHT. 


Goes from dance floor gold 
To rambling noise jams quicker 
Than you can say “wha?” 


JEN MILITIA 

BERLIN BOOT CAMP 
INDEPENDENT 

Hard rock, rap and funk! 
The holy trinity of 
Everything | hate 


10 
GOTHIC KABBALAH 
NUCLEAR BLAST 
Operatic Goths 
Pump out farcical metal 
Comedy album 


FUNKSTORUNG 
aaa 


Glitchy bleeps ‘n’ bloops 
They totally nailed the bleeps 
But phoned in the bloops 
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ROB BREZSWY 
freewill @yweweekly.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 19) 

| have one little whisper of warning and 
one big blast of encouragement for you. 
First, the warning: don’t be like the 
ancient Roman emperor Caligula, who 
declared war on Neptune, god of the sea, 
and commanded his troops to hurl their 
spears into the water. Now here’s the 
encouragement: if you heed my warning, 
the coming weeks will be an excellent 
time to go to war, metaphorically speak- 
ing. There’s a 95 per cent chance that 
your cause will be just, a 90 per cent 
chance that you'll be able to enlist a 
solid fighting force and an 85 per cent 
chance that you'll acquit yourself with 
resourceful courage. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

In his book Perfect Love, Imperfect Rela- 
tionships, psychotherapist John Welwood 
writes, “Psychological work focuses more 
on what has gone wrong: how we have 
been wounded in our relations with oth- 
ers and how to go about addressing that. 
Spiritual work focuses more on what is 
intrinsically right: how we have infinite 
resources at the core of our nature that 
we can cultivate in order to live more 
expansively. If psychological work thins 
the clouds, spiritual work invokes the 
sun.” In my opinion, Taurus, both 
approaches are useful, depending on the 
season of your life. For the foreseeable 
future, though, spiritual work should be 
your emphasis. 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 
he Edmonton Opera is going to 
score points this weekend with 
a classic among classics, The 
Barber of Seville by Gioacchino 
Rossini. 

Remember the Bugs Bunny short 
where the rabbit is running around 
singing “Figaro, Figaro, Figaro”? Yup, 
this is the same one. But instead of 
cartoons, the seasoned performers of 
the Edmonton Opera are taking over 
the stage to deliver this hilarious 
opera. 

Many of the cast members have 
impressed Edmontonians before, so 
the return of Gregory Dahl, John 
Tessier, Theodore Baerg and Thomas 
Goerz in the same show is a welcome 
event. There are a few Edmonton 
Opera debut performers joining this 
seasoned mix, too, including Keith 
O’Brien, who’s elated to have been 
given the opportunity to play with the 
big kids, 

“It’s absolutely a joy to do,” 
O’Brien enthuses. “There is no 
greater proof that this is what I 
absolutely love to do. Canada is a 
very small opera world, and all these 
performers are experienced in the 
Canadian opera scene. I’m sort of a 
new man in, but there’s not a diva in 
the group. They're honest, regular 
people who just happen to be 
extraordinarily talented. 

“They've made me feel quite at 
ease,” he continues. “I could have 


SAT, FEB 3(8 PM), TUE, FEB 6 (7:30 PM) 
Q THU FEB 8 (7:30 PH) 
EDMONTON OPERA 


THE BARBER OF SEVILLE 
WINSPEAR CENTRE, $22-$125 


walked in and been extremely nery- 
ous to be singing in front of all these 
accomplished people, but they all just 
shook my hand warmly and asked me 
where I'm from.” 
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TRAINED AS AN ARCHITECT after finish- 
ing music school, O’Brien had his 
lan B in order, but luckily Edmonton 
Opera’s Artistic Director Brian 
Deedrick spotted him at an Opera 
Nuova production and offered him a 
spot in this Rossini production. Now 
that O’Brien is knee deep in this 
weekend's show, he has absolutely no 
doubt that opera is his passion. 
“You get a chance to play all these 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

It's a scary responsibility to give people 
astrological advice. What if | suggested 
that you call in sick (even though you're 
Not sick) so you could wander off into the 
Great Unknown in quest of close encoun- 
ters with mind-blowing teachings? And 
what if in the course of following my sug- 
gestion you learned so many lessons 
about how to permanently expand your 
frontiers that you then decided to burn 
down a bridge to nowhere and give away 
most of your emotional baggage and live 
in greater devotion to your soul's radically 
simple needs? Could | then get sued by 
someone in your life who really doesn’t 
want you to escape your traps? 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

You're being compelled to get reacquaint- 
ed with forbidden dreams and buried 
secrets and hidden truths. Be honest: it's 
not so bad; it's probably even a bit 
thrilling. Though it may generate some 
pungent and poignant dramas, you've got 
to admit that the dramas are pretty enter- 
taining. And besides, if you can find a 
way to feel amused as you cooperate 
with these forbidden dreams and buried 
secrets and hidden truths, they will ulti- 
mately dissolve obstacles that have been 
postponing your future. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

In her book Traveling Mercies, Ann Lam- 
ott says the two best kinds of prayer are 
“Help me, help me, help me” and “Thank 
you, thank you, thank you.” The former 
was appropriate for you to unleash a few 
weeks ago, Leo, but these days the latter 
makes more sense. | know some of you 
may think that's a waste of time. Of what 


practical value is it to express gratitude 
for what you've already been given? 
Here's why: expressing exuberant thanks 
tends to attract into your life even more 
reasons to be thankful; it turns you into a 
magnet for blessings. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

When Martin Luther King Jr was 12 years 
old, he was so depressed he tried to com- 
mit suicide. |'m glad he didn’t succeed. 
He grew up to be one of my heroes: a 
peaceful warrior who fought for justice 
with militant love. In accordance with the 
astrological omens, Virgo, | urge you to 
draw inspiration from a hero who means 
as much to you as King does to me. For 
extra credit, find out how this indomitable 
soul managed to triumph over his or her 
life’s low points. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

“The disease of niceness cripples more 
lives than alcoholism,” said writer Ray- 
mond Chandler. That's an exaggeration, in 
my opinion, but | think his point is impor- 
tant—especially for you Libras right now. 
As much as | love your ability to cultivate 
harmony, seek out beauty and find the 
common ground between people, | encour- 
age you to let the sweet and polite sides 
of your nature recede into the background 
for a while. Emphasize feistiness and grit. 
Tap into the fiery, primal aspect of your 
nature that drove you out of your mother's 
womb and into this world in the hour you 
were bom. Be inspired by the creator gods 
and goddesses of ancient myth, who play- 
fully forged millions of beautiful things 
using wind, mud, tears and lightning. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 
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Some people think of me as a pure Cali- 
fornian, marinated in Left Coast politics 
and raised on New Age memes. But the 
truth is | spent the first 12 years of my life 
in the Midwestern heartland, the next six 
years on the East Coast, then nine years 
in the South. I'm as mongrel a breed of 
American as it's possible to be. Though | 
may bloom with Californian-style eccen- 
tricities, my roots are deep in down-to- 
earth cultural memes. Now I'd like you to 
do for yourself what | just did, Scorpio. 
Remember in detail your origins. Take 
inventory of the places that have helped 
make you who you are. Note wryly the 
differences between what people imag- 
ine you to be and what you know you are. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

Even though it's illegal, marijuana is now 
America’s biggest cash crop, generating 
more revenue than corn and soybeans. 
Official government sources won't 
acknowledge this fact, of course, and the 
major media would prefer to ignore it. Let's 
use this situation as a metaphor for your 
personal life, Sagittarius. Meditate on the 
following three questions. Is there a valu- 
able asset that you neglect to account for 
when you take inventory of your total 
resources? |s there a Big Important Thing 
that you don’t fully acknowledge? Do you 
play down the power of a transformational 
agent that's taboo or not fully accepted? 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

“The greatest thing a human soul ever 
does in this world is to see something,” 
wrote art critic John Ruskin. “To see 
clearly is poetry, prophecy, and religion, 
all in one.” Your assignment in the com- 
ing week, Capricorn, is to make Ruskin’s 


different characters on stage « 
O’Brien exclaims. “Even if you've 
done the same show a hundreg 
times, you're always working vl 
different people or different direc 

tors—it’s not static. You never ciye 

the same performance twice becaus; 

you're always reacting to what peo 

ple are doing on stage, which colours 
your performance. It’s a continuous) 

changing experience.” v 


idea your method. In other words, lay 
aside everything you think you know, su 
pend your reflex to impose your beliefs oy 
every situation you encounter, and behold 
the world exactly as it is. If you do it 
right, you'll experience pleasure beyond 
measure. More than that, you'll change 
everything you see into a more beautiful 
version of itself. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 
Seven centuries ago, there were Christian 
feligious fanatics in Europe who demand 
ed that all women must cover their ear 
Why? Because the Virgin Mary had been 
inseminated through that part of her body 
by the Holy Spirit. The fanatics feared 
that other women might be susceptible to 
the influx of invisible Gar-penetrating | 
entities that weren't so benevolent. And - 
how does this relate to you? While !'m 
not worried that you'll be literally invad- 
ed, | do think you should be careful about 
what words and sounds you let slip into 
your ears. There’s a good chance you! be 
metaphorically impregnated by potent 
messages that arrive via that route. \Viake 
sure they're positive messages that will 
make you thrive. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Patches of yellow forsythias and blue ge" 
tian flowers have sprouted high in the 
Austrian Alps this winter, appearing wie 
snow usually dominates the landscopé 
predict that you're about to experience ® 
metaphorically similar phenomeno" 
Pisces. There'll be an unprecedented bios 
soming in a situation that has previous! 
been unable to support growth. | would 
be surprised if some of your frozen 285° 
began to thaw as well. w 
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205-101 St (473- 


n} * Cree Class: every Thu 
Fri fall day) * Safe Using and 
fam-12pm) * Tobacco 


‘Church, 13212-1056 Ave * 
Every Toe (1-3pm) 


nand panel discussion with 
Alene Eaton Erickson and Peter 


| Alberta Museum (473-2540) « 


© Potporri of Intemational Slides 
* Fob. 12 (7:30pm) * Free 


llendale School, 6415-106 St 
‘2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) 


JON MEDITATION Stillpoint Healing 


8) * Lecture by the Edmonton 
‘Wed, Feb. 7 (7pm) * Free 


u | RESPONSE AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
iheons Place Senior Centre, 10631 University Ave (433-5282) # 
entation ty Sandra Sorestad « Thu, Feb. 8(1:15-3pm) 
Stanley A Milner Library * Writing Biography: 


vetoes Madar B25 (1206 125012 Pes 


‘www. gadensamtenling.org (479- 


beginner Tue (7pm): intermedi- 
Kamaria 


PARENT TALK (48-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers sup- 
Br grove and workshops ‘at various city locations 


Sa ete tara 


‘or Commercializing Life? 


its? with Timothy 


ree ™ 


ee 
‘TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 St North 
‘door (1-866-824-9754) * Support meetings for TS adults and parents 
TS Kids * First Wed each month * Wed, Feb. 7 (7pm) i ek 


_ VOCAL IMPROVISATION GROUP 432 2228 or email: 


estheranna st@gmx.ch * Group using voice as an instrument in 
impro-excercises and in free vocal improvisation just starting * The 
first Sat each month (1-4pm) 

WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD CEB 325 behind CAB, U of A 
Campus = A Village of Widows, documentary on tha cultural, eco 
nomic and spiritual effects of uranium mining in the Northern. 
Community of Great Bear Lake presented by University of Alberta 


~ International * Feb. 6 * Free 


WOMEN! IM BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ Market 
© Silent vigil every Ist and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in silence fora 
world without violence (10-11am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, gender 
differences in education and culture focus group * Contact Dt. Andte 
Grace (andre grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
hitp,//groups yahoo. com/group/Bwedmonton * Social group for bi-curi- 
ous and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-1065 St (423-5014) * Large tavem with 
pool tables, restaurant. shows. Memibers only 


‘BUDDYS WITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7725) * Open nightly 
‘Spm-3am, Fri Bpm-3pm * Sunt Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and 
Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDive and Donnatella NEI ia 
The GoDonna Show. DJ WestOnastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip 
contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestQoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free 
pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexay 
‘Sean © Thu; Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ 
WestCoastabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, 
‘come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm © Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482-760) 
© Open 24/7 © www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION wvredmonton- 
ba.org * Monthly after business mixer: Network and share contacts in 
the GLBT business community * Second Wed ea month 


HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BRAZIL FUNDRAISER Alex Taylor 
Gym, 9321 Jasper Ave (701-7777) © An evening of dance perform- 
‘ances featuring Salsa, Tango. belly dancing and Capoeira hosted by 
Diana Moy Sanchez (Salsaddiction) * Sat, Feb. 10 (8:30pm) * $10 
(adv) at TIX on the Square; $15 (door) 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 Jasper Ave 
(488-5742) or contact? @hivedmonton.com © Programs and support 
Services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses. Counselling. referrals, support groups, harm reduction. edu- 
cation, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387-2343) * 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, fends end supporters meet the 2nd Thu 
‘each monttt (8pm), http://qroups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_itlusions/ 


INSIDEOUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization for lesbian. 
gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate stu- 
dent. academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu ea month 
(fallAvinter terms): Speakers Senes. Contact Kris (kwellst2valberta ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. waww.edmlivingpositive ca {1~ 
877-975-9448/488-S768) * Providing confidential peer support to peo~ 
ple fiving with HIV ® Every Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop-in. 
peer counselling 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Facu)t® St. Jean, 8406 Marie~ 
Anne Gaboury (97 St) Am 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS pre- 
vention, treatment and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) * Free (mem- 
ber)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


(MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB ww geocities com/making- 
waves_edm # Recreational and competitive swimming with coaching, 
beginners encouraged to participate, Socializing after practices * Every 
Tua and Thu, 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (489-2234) * Open: 
Mon-Thu Tpm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night: Bears Club; last 
Sun ea month (1-5pm, TV room) * Trans Edueation/Support Group: 
‘Support end education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, two- 
spirited and questioning individuals; 1st, 2/d. last Sun ea month (24pm) 
with Cody # Sunday Night Men's Oiscussion Group: Mens social and 
discussion group; every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells7BO@hot- 
mail.com ® Friends and Family Playgroug: 2nd Sun ea monthi (2-4pm) 
with Noalle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup-owner@yehoograups ca * 
‘Monday Movie Night: Mavie nights with themed movies and discussion 
afterwards: every Mon ® TTIG Alliance: Support meating for transger- 
der, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue 8a month; tiqual- 
liance@shaw.ca, 718-112 * GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu (24pm) 
with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * Sick and tired of being sick and tired? 
Cocaine Anonymous meeting: Thu 7-8pm, CA Hotline 425-2715 * HIV 
Outreach: Drop-in circla every other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding 
Youth: Youth support and social group. every Sat(7-Spml; yuyi@shew.ca; 
www.members shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show Up-Big Book Study, 
Sat (12-2k suitupshowup@hotmaid.com * NDP LGBT Caucus: last Sun 
ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 1052¢-101 Sv. back entrance (930-0038) 
Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


‘THE ROOST 1345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu-Sun Borr-Sam, Fri Sat 
‘Bpm-dam © Thu: Gorgeous featuring hostess Dt Leoni Tronic. Featuring 
Drag Kings and Queens, burlesque and rotating gama shows. Bands 
upstairs monthly © Fri: All Request Dance Party every Fridey with OJ 
Jay © Sat: Always like New Years Eve: with OJ Dan (retro) downstairs 
‘and DU Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sunt A fabulous Drag show every 
‘Sunday featuring hostess Connie Lingua. Rotating quests, live singers avd 
Drag Queens, with contests $2 coves; free pool all night tong * 
‘Weekends: $4 [members/$6 (nan-memberl/Sun $2 cover 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS * A worsn’s social group, gathers ence 
‘a month on Sat for conversation over tea and coffee * Intormation & 
mail: singlewomens0plus@hatmail.com 

STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Stazm baths open 
daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave [488-5557] * Open Daily (neon) * Sat-Tue 
Karaoke with Tizy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Poot Tournaments 


7 SPROALEVENTS 


BOUGAINVILLE SKY Stanloy A Milner Library Theetre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq * Premiers of this idocumentary fim. film 
sereaning followed by 0 0 & A session and five performance ty 
‘Australian songwriter tain Campbell Smith * Mon, Feb. 5 (7am) * 
Donation (free for low-income) 


(CUPID'S CAPERS Tho Palace. 2225 Parsons a. 99 $1 (420-1757) * 
‘A Valentine's dinner and dances with the 18:place big band Trocadero, 


6:15pm, buffet 
at TDC on the 


EDMONTON INTERRATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL-THE WORLDS 
HOTTEST COMMERCIALS Gores Theatre, 8712-108 St, 
wewwaedmomtonfilmfest.com * Fundraiser, 3 theatvical screening of the 
‘best TY commercials from around the world * Tickets $10 (sdultl/$7 
(youth/student/'$5 (Monday screenings and seniors) © Until Feb, 8: 2pm 
Matinees on Sat and Sun 


GLOBAL COLLEGE WEEK-FROM ME TO WE Grant MacEwan 
College, 10700-1046 Ave. 

wenn macewan.ca/web/ictenational/Int/DatailsPage cim?1D=650 * 
Various events and sctivities showeasing internationalization initia: 
Tives and information on human rights, pasen and security building. 
gender equality, poverty eradication and global citimnshig. Featuring 
keynote speaker, Craig Kielburger * Until Feb 2 


INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT WEEX EVENT AT HIV 
EDMONTON « Intro to Gander Based Aratyss. HIV/AIDS * Feb 10 + 
Free * RSVP © more mfo: voltog@tivedmonton.com 


REGGAETON Z14-A VALENTINE’S AFFAIR Bamboloo Latin Lounge. 
9221-34. Ave * With Cruzito, DJ Myztiko, Erin Vand Los Playar © Fri, 
Feb. 16 © $15 (adv), more day of, www.bambolen.ca 


‘SULVER SKATE FESTIVAL Hawrelak Park (45%-9703) * A celebration of 
winter featuring winter activities for all ages including Nightworks; a 
‘sound and light show at sunsat * Sat, Feb. 17 (noon] © Free 


WIGHTWORKS IM THE PARK Hawrelak Park (454-9203) * A sound 
and light show with throat singing with Tanya Tagag Gillis, snow 
screen projections and a fire show with stilt pertormer Randall Fraser 
and a performance by Asani Contemporary Aboriginal Women's Trio 
‘Sat, Feb. 17 (4.30pm) 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA'S INTERNATIONAL WEEX-SEYOND 
TERROR: THE REAL WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

‘wwe international ualberta.ca/iweek * Until Feb. 2° Commcil 
Chamber, University Hall; Pandemonium: Global Trade and the New 
Free Market for Disease, lecture by Andrew Nikiforuk, Thu, Feb. 1 * 
Education North 2-115; Deep Integration in North America: The 
Stakes for Canada; Dr. Janine Brodie and Dr, Julian Castro-Rea; Thu, 
Feb. 1 (5pm) © Engineoring Teaching and Learning Complex E1- 
(003; Mercenaries: Strong Norm, Weak Law. lecture by Oe Sarah Percy. 
Thu, Feb 1(730pm)  U of A Campas: Political Weapons of Mass 
Destruction, \ectura by George Galloway, Thu, Feb. 1* Disweedie 
Lounge, Studests’ Union Building: The aie of Canada's Milltary, 
lecture by Captain Peter Avis, Lauryn Oates, Stevan Staples: Fri, Feb. 2 
(12pm) * Myer Horowite Theatre, SUB: The Power of Silence 
Concert: Kinnie Starr, the Sufi Music Ensemble, Kita No Taiko (Japanese 
drummers), the who cares of the name of the band band and if you do 
then it's nunta (Romanian band), Gumboot Dancers, Tango, Raghsan 
{Persian dancers), and Firefly Theatre (aenel circus performers), and 
International House: Fri, Feb. 2 (7:20pm); $10 (adv\/$12 (doo) 


VALENTINES DANCE PARTY Northgate Lions Recreation Centre, 
7524-139 Ave * Benefit for SIRENS. with Nerkelwerks, Laurella, and 
Tacoy Ride, and Bill Boume * Feb. 16 * $20 ct TicketMaster 


WELCOME TO THE REEL THROUGH THE 
NIGHT U of A Campus, CEB 325, behind CAB, www. international ual: 
berta.ca/globaled_events.php?id=201 * Documentary followed by a 0 


and A period with Isabel Altamorano * Feb. 13 ¢ Free 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-73 Ave (461-2244) © Every Thu and Sat (Spm): 


Jemes, Mc Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm): James. Mr, Entertainment 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Ral (484- 
7751) # Every Wed (8pm-12am); every Thu, Fri, Sat (930pm-1;30am} 
with Right Said Ed 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4292) * Every Sun 
(8pm-12): with Jeannie and Bruce 

CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue (°pm-1am) with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd (462-6565) * Every 
Tue (Spm). with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472-7696) * Every Thu 


ECCO PUB 9505-66 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (9pm): with Sonia, 
Prosound Productions 

FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4536) * Every Thu-Sat 
(Spm-2am) with Jeannie and Bruce 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every Tue-Wed (9:30pm): 
Gord's Bast Live Singing Shaw 

HAWKEYE'S TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Every Fri (8pm-mid> 
night); with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (467-0587) * Every Fri-Sat 
{10pm-2am); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

LWIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd (431-5815) 
= Every Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) * Fridays karaoke (Spmlate), 
with Chris 


MOJO'S Best Westamn Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) * Evory 
Fri (9.30pm): with Sonia/Prosaund Productions 


(NEWCASTLE PUB 6106-90 Ave (490-1999) * Every Thu Karaoke 
O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-85 Ave (459-8165) * Evory Thu 
{99m-1am) 

(OM THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (402-4767) « Karaoks Mondays: 


Every Mon [Spen); Hosted by Me Entertainment's Scott Parsons * Salsa 
and the City Thursdays Latin music and Salsa lessons, every Thu (9pm) 
ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
(:30pm-Zam); with TLE Entertainment 

PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St. 113 Ave (451-8022) * Every Thu 
{830pn-1 Bem with Gord from Stonerock Productions 

RATT 2-900 Students” Union Bidg, 8900 114 St, U of A (492-2153) * Hey, 
‘What Are These Tunas Callad?: Name That Tune every Tua with Colin 
Krieger # Karaoke, tesby: every Wed (Spm): with Colin and Darrel! 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running Karaoke 
bar, 7 days a week 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 1504-10) St (423-3499) 
every Mon-Sat (Spm), Sun (7pm). with Ruth * Highstreet, 10315-12« 
‘$1 (882-1600% raily (9.30pm) * Oid Strathcona, 10475-B0 Ave (439- 
7211): every Tho-Sat (90on-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Avo; every Thu- 
Sat (9pm tam) with Off-Key Entertainment 
SANTANMAS 17230 Story Pain Rd (481-2625) * Evory Wed: (8pm 
12h wath Jeannie and Bruce 


(SILVER MARITIME 10559-155 St» Every Sat (Spr-Tam) with ProSound 


(SPONTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 1371-104 
SL{4T2-6596) © Every Tow, Fri-Sat (7pm-adnigh), Sat-Sun (1-Som) 


‘THORSSY HOTEL + Evory Sat (2:30gm-1 30am) with Prosound 
XWRECKS LOUNGE 10143-50 St + Every Wed [7:30:11:30pm) 
wath Sonia, Prosound 

YESTERDAY'S 152-205 Carnagie Dr St Albert (499-0235) * Every 
‘Thu (9:30pm-2am}. with Off Key Entertainment 


‘ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE 10525-5) Ave (432-S889/436-5087) * 
Karaoke Nights: Evory Fri (109m-2am) 


EVENTS 


-I wanna take you to the ~ 


gay bar, gay bar, gay bar 


&| TOTALLY GAY 


= | LUKE FOSTER 
| totallygay@vueweekly.com 


Like that cartoon cow used to say in 
those milk ads all those years ago, any- 
thing goes ... well, at the gay bar, any- 
way. Inhibitions are turned away at the 
door by sturdy female bouncers and the 
only inappropriate thing you can wear 
there is a vest (they're just so summer 
2006, that's all). 

So is there anything you really 
shouldn't do when you're at the gay bar? 
Aside from the obvious rules of no vio- 
lence, no drugs (hugs not drugs, peo- 
ple!), and not shoving things—whether 
it be physical or more symbolic in 
nature—right into someone's face, there 
are a few things that people need to 
consider when they're out at the gay bar. 

Just because it’s alright to do things 
in a gay bar like wear a dress if you're a 
dude, slacks if you're gal, drink, dance, 
grind and leer at the younger, prettier 
things to your heart's content, doesn't 
mean it’s okay to let other behaviours 
slide. \'m talking basic simple manners 
that any asshole’s mother should have 
taught them back when they were littler 
assholes in elementary school. 

My left shin at the moment is still 
sporting a contusion after Saturday night 
at the Roost. After | had my fill on the 
dance floor at one point, | walked 
towards the front of the floor and was 
blocked by some whirling dervish of a 
faver, seizure-ing away as if it were still 
1999 and he was an extra on that very 
special episode of Dawson's Creek 
where the brainy girl ODs on E. 

| ever so gently tried to sneak by, put- 
ting my arm out to signal him of the path 
| was trying to take, but he didn’t even 
pay attention. All other directions were 
blocked, so | said “excuse me,” pushed 
my way past him and what did he do? 
One of his fucking raving legs kicked me 
in the shin. | almost fell over, he tripped, 
and man, was he pissed at me: not only 
did | break his trance, but he had to 
readjust his sunglasses as well. 

The lesson? You're not the only one 
on the dance floor so watch your arms, 
legs and especially elbows, and be 
aware of other less intense dancers in 
your periphery. 

Pushing brings me to another point (as 
| wag my finger back and forth at you). 
When | push my way past people at the 
bar, at least | say excuse me. | might be 
pushy but at least I'm polite about it. And 
while we all appreciate the kick we get 
from being inadvertently groped, fondled 
and brushed against walking through 
such a crowded bar ... well, that’s all. 


ANOTHER PIECE OF ETIQUETTE (or the 
lack thereof) my pal Erin pointed out is 
the lack of eye contact that goes on at 
the bar. | can understand that if you're a 
guy, looking straight at the wall when 
you're at the urinal without even 
acknowledging there's another guy's 
exposed penis right beside you is com- 
pletely fine. In fact, that should be the 
tule. Some of us get stage fright in front 
of an audience, if you know what | 
mean. But other than that, | get what 
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Erin’s talking about. No one’s really ever 
making eye contact—it seems like 
there’s always someone to avoid seeing 
or to evade an undesirable glance. Peo- 
ple at the bar are looking at you, but 
they're not looking at you. And people, 
don't point. That's just rude. If it's not, 
Say, a drag queen or someone else who 
seems to be welcoming that kind of 
attention, keep your hands in your pock- 
ets. If you must point out some sort of 
fashion calamity or sad moment, per- 
haps just discreetly gesture with your 
eyes or a small nod of your head. 

The worst part, however, of attempt- 
ing to be polite in the gay bar is that cer- 
tain actions will undoubtedly be seen as 
disingenuous. For example, one night | 
walked passed a young gentleman who 
was Wearing these killer boots. | wanted 
to say, “| really like your boots"—you 
know, just pay him a simple compliment. 


I’m talking basic simple 
manners that any asshole’s 
mother should have taught 

them back when they 
were littler assholes in 
elementary school. 


But | didn’t. Sounds really stupid. Actual- 
ly even more stupid, now that I've read 
what I've typed. But | didn’t say it 
because that could have been interpret- 
ed as an unwelcome come on—or, 
worse, a Sarcastic insult. 

So is there really anything you should 
do when you're at the gay bar? Well, 
you can probably start by being polite. 
Be careful not to bruise people on the 
dance floor, pick up someone's purse 
that’s fallen on the ground, hold the 
bathroom door open, tip and say “thank 
you” to the bartenders and coat checker, 
say “excuse me” walking past people 
and other courtesies you'd offer up any- 
where outside the bar, even if you're 
drunk or high (you know, on hugs). 

But being nice at the gay bar is some- 
thing else. | don’t think the gay bar is 
teally the place for niceties, for compli- 
ments, for smiling and waving or for mak- 
ing innocent conversation about boots. 
It's truly sad, especially in a place with 
such a relatively small, relatively constant 
population that you can’t be, well, any- 
thing more than friendly. Instead, if you're 
nice at the gay bar, you'll just be misun- 
derstood, misinterpreted and unfortunate- 
ly, you'll be judged. 

“| like your boots.” That's nice. “Hey 
dude, nice boots! Ha!” That's probably not 
nice. “| like your boots, want to take them 
off over at my place?” That's gay bar. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that 
there's a typo, grammatical error or some 
other boo-boo in this issue. The first sev- 
eral people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to 
send an e-mail to 
carolyn@vueweekly.com detailing such 2 

find win their pick from the pile of 
astoundingly hornible 
CDs in our offices. 
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EDUCATIONAL 


F/T Acting for Film & TV 

Student Loans Available 

www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 
Small Retail Shop 
780-361-3713 e-mail: snagware@incentre.net 


i 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 


S. of Wetaskawin looking for 
cashier/clerk offering salary and room & board, Phone 


We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 


Jobs quaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 


1-888-270-2941 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 


able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


eg MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass. drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional. 


caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 


instruction since 1981 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Ciass or 


Oniine/Correspondence 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


7712 104 St 
(Caigary Trai Southbound Across from Save-on-Foods) 


SLOSS BL 
resort 


CGLLEGE 


1-888-270-2941 =. 
globaltesol.com gs 


ibols — 


Phone 426-1996 


from 9am 


KY 


-5pm Mon- 


Learn to Play Guitar 
* classical © jazz  rock/blues © folk/roots * pop 
* Rhythm/lead © applied theory © individualise 

instruction from my NE home (near Commonwealth 
Stadium). “Get bay serious fun” Phone 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Bld. 439-0400. 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 

Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 

intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 

tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 

8734 / E: info@sace.ab.cap www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Bays and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


Smith Grasdal Studios 
“Turn Your Windows Into Billboards” 
PH: 780 479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
jor cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in 
writing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run 
for four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel 
please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


Male performers between the age of 18 and 30 who 
can sing and dance are required for ELOPE's production 
of Hello, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at 988-0806. 


Actors Models, Singer & Dancer Hopefuls! Holding 
Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have the right 
stuff? Call (780)420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


Edmonton Musical Theatre auditions of 
“ENCOREThe Bst of 30 Years!” on Sat, Feb. 24, 
3:30-6:30pm at the EMT Studio, 10835-124 St. Ph 

475-8053 for an appt. 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 
designers and stylists for Cheap.and Chic Contest: Mar. 
22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional opportunities. 
Email planetze@shaw.ca or ealf'428-3499. Studio locat- 
ed at 10055-80 Ave; Wed-Sat ?12am-5pm. 


Film and Video Arts Society Register for Video 
Kitchen and learn the basics of video production in 
this 3 month class. Info call 429-1671, www-fava.ca. 


Actors needed for short horror movie. 


» Call David 459-3745 
the_darkness_within_movie@hotmail:com 


" ur rr, = 


CLASSIFIEDS” 


Satie at 
Fri ¢ Email 


FREE SAT ART DEMOS for all ages. No experience 
nec. Watch artists while they work. Mini-topics are for 


the curious, beginners, teachers, and hobby artists. Feb. 
10; Marbling with Robin Muirhead; Mar. 2: Soft Pastels 
with David Shkolny; Mar. 10: Silk Painting with Helen Le 
Roux. The Paint Spot, 12418-102 Ave, noon-3pm. Ph 
447-4551, www, paintspot.ca. 


Call to Enter: ArteHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists, Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


NEXTFEST is now accepting applications for the 
visual arts. Deadline March 
contact nextfestarts@qmail.com for more info 


ESPA is seeking a part-time website administrator 
(PAID), 5 hrs/mo to perform basic web updates. con- 
tact@edmontonsmallpress.org for more info. 


Film and Video Arts Register now for 
Video Kitchen and learn the basics of video production 
in this 3 month class. For info visit www.fava.ca or 
call 429-1671. 


MUSICIANS 


Looking for skilled drummer, guitar, and bass 
for experimental artistic hard core project. Ryan @ 
934-4996. 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455, 


You are a talented bass player with a decent voice 
and big dreams. We are the band to make them hap- 
pen. Henri @(780)218-8520 


Drummer and singer looking for guitarist or pianist to 
play blues and rock. Call Ken at 907- 6422 


Male songwriter/multi-instumentalist, mid 50s seeks 
musician/vocalist 


single 3S to builda 
swing/jump duo together & travel. Ross 707-3979. 
guitarist or keyboardist and singer in 


‘BOs rock band for fun and charity performance: call Ken 
907-6422. 


Vocal Improvisation Group—just starting! The 1st 
Sat ea month; 1-4pm, using our voice as an instru- 
ment in impro-excercises, in free vocal improvisation, 
Estheranna (780) 432 2226 or e-mail: 
estheranna,.st@gmx.ch 


Local a cappella group seeking singers. Looking 
for one male and one female, or two females. Contact 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. 


Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bands. 
a kee ee 


who want to rae 4 Garr er health, torn. * 


designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Support the Youth Shelter 
Call 468-7070 to emery ty help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement will be provided. 


Volunteers needed to assist with homework for 
school aged immigrants. NE location. Mon & Thu 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-5pm. Great Experience! 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


VOLUNTEER 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PRS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors Volunteer 
Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-1221. 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre. Ph Rita Mittolsteadt 433-5807. 


Have you ever lost a pet? The Pet Therapy Society 
is looking for a Group Facilitator for our pet loss sup- 
port group. Deanna, 413-4682. 


Brain Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from for 
research study. Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult to read and write. We are always looking for 

tutors in your area. Contact the Centre for 
Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at www.familit.ca 


Brain reread baci Are at Wels 
seeks individuals who have recently delivered and are 
suffering from DEPRESSION for 
research study. Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


Edmonton Community Adult Learning 
Association is recruiting volunteers for the 
Board of Directors. www.ecala.org for info. 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay the 
gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving for 
more information at 732-1221. 


Leisure ions: Assist adults with intellectual 
disabilities to participate in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 
Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137. 


VOLUNTEER 


Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


Mission in the Mall, is back for its fourth exciting 
installment on Sun, Mar. 11. The Winnifred Stewart 
Association is currently registering teams of family, 
friends and co-workers, from the young to the young-at- 
heart. Call Nicole Jordan at 453-6707 or visit mission- 
inthemall.com. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have @ right ta. grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


office@vueweekly.com * 10303-108St. Edmonton 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? Help 
find a cure. Volunteers are requifed for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; www.afdr.ab.ca 


International Week. Jan. 23-Feb. 2. A variety of 
Volunteers needed: Presentation assistants, publicity 
work, concert staff, general office help, event assis- 

tants. Contact Eli at international@ualberta.ca or drop 
into the International Centre at the U of A. 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 
{50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304 


Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants on 
a first time shopping trip for essentials. Mornings, 
weekdays. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249: 


If you enjoy sate in an office environment and ~~“ 


seniors, this is a great opportunity 
to help us out only one day a week, Call 732-1221. 


- 


to ad lowntown. Flexibic . 
day/evening 3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy 424-3545 oy, », 


Volunteer for a more just society for immi,,. 
and refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition 
. Janina 423-1973, 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Can, 
recipes to newly arrived rere vanedia, 
town, Saturdays 11-1pm, or every 3rd Thy 6-9), 
Judy 424-3545 ext 249 : 


Volunteor to Strathcona Place Sepi; (,, 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 4 42.59; 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomer . 


econ 2KSat 
cle setting. Various library locations Weche 
aft, Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249 


Volunteers needed to assist newcomers 
pleting their 2006 tax returns. Sat mornings (: 
March. Training provided. Ph Judy 424-2545, , 


— 
Volunteer in Strathcona Place Sonic; 
Centre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-529 


SEEKING musicians, literary end visua 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards 
teer program. Must have formal experience,/ir\, 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 conser 
months, For information or to book an intery; 
please call 407-8428 


Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonyrnc., 
ings: 7pm, every Wed, Ebenezer United Chureiy | 
106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443. % 


CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or alder 

- prize must be accepted as awarded 
- no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro 
vided to contest sponsors 


number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

- Wie Weekly is not'responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


= 


e 


Capilano/doy, 
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- the chances of winning depend on the | 
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This © one goes out to all the ticklers, big and small 


a: penis and | want my wife to 
sex with a man more endowed than 

me but | don’t know how to approach her 

regarding this. Any suggestions? 

LOWE, SMALL BUT FEARLESS 


DEAR FEAR 

{'m trying to recreate in my head the con- 
versation from the other week that culmi- 
nated in my suggesting that someone 
could really clean up making “Ask Me 
About My Small Penis” t-shirts. | can’t, but 
suffice it to say that nobody disagreed. 

If you don’t really need her to do this, 
but just want to enjoy thinking about it, 
ie don't have to approach her, you can 

_.. close your eyes. If it's the humilia- 


VOLUNTEER 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check 
www.emha-edmonton.ab.ca. 


The Unity Centre of Edmonton: Voluntecr Board 
Members are required. Submit CV & Cover letter to 
Linda Armstrong oy Feb.28/07. Fax: 473-4548 / E: lin- 

daunity@shaw.ca 


Volunteor to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! Cal! PALS, at 424 - 
5514 to help someone learn English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided 


Kiwanis Clab is seeking volunteers to become part 
of the global Kiwanis. For info contact Colin Reichle 
at 460-9639 or Marg Day at 476-5033. 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 
474-8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


Volunteers needed to teach English as Second 
to newcomers during the summer. 

Moring or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


tion you're after (and you wouldn't be the 
first, or the thousandth) you can clue her 
in so that she can bring it up at (in)oppor- 
tune times. 

There are few women, it is true, 
whose personal chimes get rung by panti- 
ng, “Oh, Charlie, your dick is so small ... 
and kind of limp. Oh, do me with your 
small, limp dick!” but there are certainly 
some who would gamely follow the script 
if it made you happy, especially if it isn’t 
even particularly true. 

Be very, very sure of what you want 
before you go asking your wife a favour 
of this magnitude, though. Unless you 
already have reason to believe her 
amenable, she will likely be terribly 
shocked and wounded and wonder what 
she ever did to make you think she'd 
agree to such a thing and don't you love 
her anymore, or she may agree way too 
eagerly and rush out without so much as 
a “seeya” and you probably wouldn't like 
that much, either. Show her this column 


Become a distress line volunteer. 
The Network, 732-6648. 
www. ri.com 
Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebeiner Society 


The event: is on Sat, Feb, 10, E-mail: info@canadian- 
birkie.com/ www.canadianbirkie.com / Ph: 430-7153. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


and see what she says. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

| love ticklish women. How did | develop 
this fetish? 

LOVE, ELMO 


DEAR MO 

Early sexologists like Binet and Kraft- 
Ebbing, up through theorists and 
researchers like Freud and the Behaviorists, 
have tried to explain how we make associ- 
ations or get imprinted or conditioned (or 
whichever theory was in at the time) and 
end up getting weird about rubber aprons 
or white gym socks or used Kleenex, but 
none has been very convincing. 

It doesn't seem as though early (or pre- 
mature) masturbation in the presence of 
the object, nor possession of a congeni- 
tally low and criminal character, nor sym- 
bolic substitution nor “lovemaps” nor any 
other attempt to explain why we are 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 22, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294. 


FEMALES NEEDEDI!! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 

girls 

Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


ESL Tutors urgently needed. Call PA.LS., 424-5514. 
Help someone lear English as a second language. 
Training materials provided 


Red Cross is seeking enorgetic, caring & com- 
mitted community members to become Volunteer 
Prevention Educators {or its RespectED: 
Violence and Abuse Prevention program. Training 
session this fall. Contact Deanna Key (780) 423-2680, 
& deanna-key@redcross.ca. www.redcross.ca 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information and upcoming training dates ph 
423-4102. 


CPAWS Edmonton Boreal Education: Volunteer 
Presenters needed. Contact CPAWS Ed. Team at edu- 
cation@cpaws-edmonton.org for info. 


Cocaine Anonymous 425-271 


Hd Enough? | 3 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


l(SN {L/P 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper; no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


Romantic 
ho 


attracted to things and parts as well as to 
people is ever going to emerge as the one 
true explanation. In fact, | would venture 
to say that they're all wrong, as is the 
question itself. We can’t determine how 
or why fetishes develop when the catego- 
ty itself is such a catchall 

There are individual, idiosyncratic 
fetishes, but also socially determined 
ones, which are also subject to the 
vagaries of time, and there are fashions 
even more ephemeral. There are drives so 
powerful they seem bred in the bone, and 
there are fancies adopted and forgotten 
like Paris Hilton’s chihuahuas. There are 
objects that are not really fetishes at all 
but props or costumes necessary to 
someone's fantasy scenario, and there is 
“Fetish,” which is the sort of tight and 
shiny stuff that many people fetishize, but 
others wear or covet merely because it 
looks bitchin’ 

You don't really have a fetish for tick- 
lish women, anyway, do you? You have a 


thing for tickling, but you don't know 
which women are ticklish (and most of us 
aren't about to tell you) and you probably 
don't find their ticklishness arousing ao 
much as you are aroused by tickling them 

Tickling is usually a power thing, of 
course, and many incidents of “harmless” 
tickling are acts of aggression in (flimsy) 
disguise. Being tickled can be particularly 
dismaying to the victim because, unlike, 
say, a sound kick in the ribs, tickling is 
supposed to be all in good fun, so a tick- 
lee may feel like a party-pooper or a cry- 
baby for insisting that is in fact neither 
fun nor funny and she (it’s usually but by 
flo means always a she) really wants it fo * 
stop right now. 

Are you one of those ticklers? Because 
if so, well fuck you sir, very much. Cut it 
the hell out. If you are the other sort, of 
course, the tickler who tickles only willing 
ticklees or stops as soon as the recipient 
cries uncle, well good for you and carry on 
LOVE ANDREA 
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FREEDOM'S ROAD 


The first album of all new John 
Mellencamp songs in more than 
five years, “Freedom's Road”, is a 
culmination of a years worth of 
composing, arranging, and recording, 
which produces a collection of 
songs that reflect the climate 
of present day America without 
being over political. Featuring the 
first single “Our Country”, this cd 
offers an insightful perspective on 
contemporary conditions set off 
by the raw sound of Mellencamp 
and his band. 


JANN ARDEN 


UNCOVER ME 


Jann Arden’s first cd of covers, 
“Uncover Me”, finds her interpreting 
her favorite songs and putting her 
own unmistakable stamp on each 


tune. Featuring covers of classics’ 


vo 


such as “Peace Train”, “You're So 
Vain” and the first single “Bring 
The Boys Back Home”, “Uncover 
Me” is a great addition to any 
music lover's collection. 


Listen to them for yourself at HMV! 
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INFINITY ON HIGH 


After taking the world by storm 
with their major debut, “From 
Under The Cork Tree”, Fall Out 
Boy are back with their highly 
anticipated album “Infinity On 
High”, which finds them working 
with megastar hit-making R&B 
producer Babyface for the first 
time. Featuring the explosive hit 
single “This Ain’t A Scene, It’s An 
Arms Race”, “Infinity On High” is 
loaded with catchy tracks and is a 
must have rock album of 2007. 
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